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VISHNVS ARMAN. 


VOL. XI. 



We arc told by the Gtccian writers, that the Indians were the 
" wifcfl of nations, and in moral wifdom, they were certainly emi- 
nent their NitiSdJlia, or Sii/Icm of LtJnchs, is yet Tpieferved, 
“ and the Fables of Vijlinvfannan, whom we ridiculoufly call 
Vilpai/, arc the moll beautiful, if not the moft ancient, colledtion 
of apologues in the world they were firft tranflated from the 
Sanfent} in the firth century, by the order of Buzerchmihr, or 
Bnght as the Sun, the chief phyfician and afterwards Vezir of the 
“great Anit/Jm evdn , and are extant under various names m more 
“ than twenty languages , but their original title is Hitopadefa, or 
“ Amicable Injlriifiion and, as the veiy exiftence of Efop, whom 
the -^7 flis believe to have been an Abvfiman, appears rather 
“■ doubtful, I am not difinrlined to fuppofe, that the firft moral 
fables, which appeared in Europe, were of'Indian or Etlnopiaji 
origin.” See the Third Difcourfe on the Hindus, Vol. I. 



hitOpadksa* 


THE 

INTRODUCTION* 


Praife to Ga'nesa'. 

May fuccefs attend the actions of good men, 
by the favour of that mighty God, on whofe 
head a portion of the moon appears written 
with the froth of the Ganga ! 

^ Hitopadesa is compounded of htia and iipadha. Htta 
signifies fortune^ p^osperil^y utility, and or beloved the 

compound may therefore mean (since upadesa is advice J either 
salutaiy, or amicabky instruction. The Pandits say, the word 

has those two meanings. ( CC bidpai is the pro- 

• • • * 

per word, but has been mistaken for C C pilpaiy 

by some ignorant copyist. In Persian the word hidpai means 
willow-footedy which is nonsense, and pilpai, elephant-footedy 
which is not much bettei , but Cashaji says that, m Sansci ity 
the word signifies or favour ite physician , and that is 

certainly the meaning of haidyapriyay from which bidpai is 
formed , the author having been, it is supposed, of the baid^ay 
or medical tribe, and a favour ite of his Pdjd. 
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This amicable inJlriiBion^ exquifitely wrought 
in Sanjcrit phiafes, exhibits continually, when 
heard, a prodigy of wifdom and the true know- 
ledge of morals. 

The learned man may fix his thoughts on 
fcience and wealth, as if he were never to grow 
old 01 to die ; but when death feizes him by the 
locks, he muft then pradlife virtue. 

Knowledge produces mildncfs of fpecch ; 
mildnefs a good charadler; a good charadler 
wealth ; wealth, if viituous actions attend it, 
happinefs. 

Among all polTeffions knowledge appears 
eminent ; the wife call it fupreme riches ; be- 
calife it can never be loft, has no price, and can 
at no time be deftroyed. 

Knowledge acquired by a man of low degree 
places him on a level with the prince, as a fmall 

f 

liver attains the iriemeable ocean ; and his for- 
tune IS then exalted. 

The fcience of arms, and the fcience of books, 
are both caufes of celebrity j but the firft is ridi- 
culous in an old man, and the fecond is in all 
ages refpedtable. 

As a frefli eaithen veflel is foimed by the 
potter, and (education is nothing elfe) thus we 
may fay are children formed here below to 
morality. 
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The acqinfjiloti of fiends, the breach of 

frlendfip, 'iLar, and laftly peace. Thefe four 
parts aie here written, extia^ted from the 
*Ta?2tra and other works. 
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HITO'PADE'SA. 


BOOK THE FIRST. 


Mhralahat or the Acqmfition of Frwidsn 

There is near the Bhdgirdtbi^ a city^ named 
Bdtdhputra^ in which lived a prince named 
Stiderfana^ adorned with eveiy kingly virtue : 
one day he heard a perfon read thefe couplets : 

“ Learning diflipates many doubts, caufes 
“ things, otherwife invifible, to be feen, and is 
the eye of every one who is not abfolutely 
blind. 

“ A^outh, wealth, dominion, inconfideratc 
“ adlions, each of them occafions danger : Oh ! 
“ what muft all four of them do where they are 
“ united 

Having heard this, the Rdjd being afflidled 
by the condudf of his fons, who knew no books, 
^nd were continually walking in evil ways, thus 
thought within himfelf : 

“ Of what ufe is it, that a fon fhould be boin, 
“ who has neither learning nor virtue ? Of 
“ what ufe is a blind eye, except to give pain ? 
‘‘ Again : 
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A foil is born, and the family is increafed ; 
but in this revolving world, who dies without 
having been born ? ' 

“ Why Ihould the mother of that fon, whom 
‘‘ the chalk marks not in the firft enumeration 
“ of the virtues, have complained, had Ihe been 
childlefs ^ 

“ Of a child unborn, dead, or ignorant, the 
“ two firft ai'e preferable, fince they make us 
unhappy but once ; the laft by continual de- 
grces : one virtuous fon is a blefllng, not a 
“ hundred fools ; as one moon diflipates the 
“ darknefs, and not a number of ftars. May 
the man, who performs the duty of devout 
pilgrimage, a duty in every place difficult, be 
blefled with an obedient, wealthy, virtuous, 
and wife fon. 

The continual acquifition of wealth ; free- 
ddm from difeafe; a beloved wife, with tender 
fpeech ; an obedient fon j and learning, pro- 
“ ducing riches ; thefe are the fix felicities of 
living creatures. 

‘‘ A father who contrads debts ; a mother 
“ who is unchaftej a wife who is too handfome ^ 
“ and an ignorant fon ; thefe are dangerous 
“ enemies. 

“ Knowledge not committed to memory, is 
poifon ; food is polfon to him who cannot 



IIJTOPADE'SA. 


f> 


digcfl it ; a numerous family is polfon to an 
“ indigent, and a young wife, to a decrepid old 
mate : alas ! my child, by not pafTing the 
“ night wifely in leading, when thou ait among 
“ the learned, thou ftickcfl like a calf in the 
mud. 

Why then fhould not thefe, my fons, be 
now made viituous ? 

“ Since, as the poet fays ; 

Life, adion, propcity, knowledge, death ; 

‘‘ thefe five were formed for every body that lies 
in the womb 1 

The futuie condition of gicat beings is dc~ 
flincd with certainty ; both the nakednefs of 
‘‘ Maiia'deva', and the bed of Vishnu on a 
‘‘ vaft feipcnt, 

“ What is not to be, that will not be ; and if an 
event be foredoomed, it cannot happen othcr- 
wife. This dodiinc is a medicine, which heals 
the venom of forrow ; why is it not univer- 
“ fally diunk ? 

“ Profpeiity attends the lion-hearted man 
who exerts himfclf ^ while we fay deftiny 
“ will enfure it. Laying deftiny afide, jfliow , 
‘‘ manly foititude by thy own ftrength , if thou 
‘‘ endeavour, and thy endeavours fail of fuccefs, 

“ what crime is thine in failing ? 

This is the language of idlcncfs, ufed by 
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“ men incapable of adion : as a chariot runs 
not on one wheel, fo the ads of man profper 
‘‘ not without favourable deftiny, 

« Yet : 

The potter forms what he pleafes with 
“ moulded clay, fo a man accompliflies his works 
“ by his own ad. 

“ Befides : 

“ A man fees a precious thing before him, 
“ and gains it as rarely as the fruit of the 
“ ala falls by a crow Ihaking it : his own ' 
deftiny gives it not, it requires his manly 
exertion. 

Thus it is faid : 

“ Profperity is acquired by exertion, and 
there is no fruit for him who doth not exert 
“ himfelf ; the fawns go not into the mouth of a 
“ lleeping lion. 

“ A child forced to read by his parents, attains 
“ virtue ; an infant is not learned when he leaves 
his mother’s womb. That mother is hoftile, 
and that father malignant, by whom a child 
“ is not made to read ; he cannot appear well 
‘‘ among the learned, but muft be like a heron 
“ among the fiamans.’^’ 

Conlidering this, the king gave orders for an 
aifembly of learned' men, and faid, “ Hear, O 
“ ye Pandits ! is there any man qualified to give 
a new life, by moral counfel, to my fons, who, 
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‘‘ unacquainted witli books, fliay continually 
fiom the riglil p^itli ? 

“ It is faid : 

“ By tlic company of gold, even glafs acqiiiics 
the bnghtnefs of a iiiby : thus, by the focicty 
“ of good men a blockhead attains eminence. 

“ And it is w rittcn : 

“ Knowledge, O Bnthci ’ is deflroycd by af~ 
fociating with the bafe ; %\ilb equals equality 
is gamed ; and with the dillinguiflicd, dif- 
“ tindion.” 

Among the reft was a great philofophcr named 
\\ho knc\% the piineiplcs of 
clhicks, and thus, like Vithnfpalt^ fpokc : 

“ O king ' the princes, \\ ho arc fjirung fiom .i 
‘‘ great family, may be made to acquiic a know - 
“ledge of morals; but no pains bcn.o\\cd on 
“ 'voithlcfs ol)jcds can be fuccersful ; the heron 
“ cannot by a bundled cfibits be made to talk 
“ like a pariOi , but in this family, no ofispilng 
“ without viituous principles can be born: how 
“ jfliould glafs be generated in a mine of Jotus- 
“ colouied rubies ? 

“ In fix months, theicfore, I will make your 
fons acquainted with moiality.” 

The king laid again, with mildnefs, 

“ The infed, by alfociating with a flower, 
“ afeends the head of excellent perlbns. The 
‘ flone when confeciated by holy men, acquires 



H11’0'PADE"SA. 


11 


divine honour ; as in eaftern mountains every 
“ common thing blazes by its vicinity to the fun; 

thus, by the company of the good, a man of 
“ ignoble condition attains biightnefs 

“ Virtues to thofe who know their value are 
virtues ; yet even thefe, when they come in 
the way of vicious men, are vices : as rivers 
of fweet water are excellent, but when they 
reach the fea'are not fit to be tailed. 

Be you, therefore, the diredlor of my fons in 
true virtue faying this, he mildly delivered 
his children to VtJJjnufarman^ who while they fat 
with pleafure before him on the top of the 
palace, thus began : ‘‘ The time of the wife is 
pafled in the delights of poetry ; that of the 
foolilh, in vice, in idlenefs, 'or in quarrelling. 
“ Chufe, therefore, to live with true delight ; 
and I will tell you the admirable ftory of the 
“ crow, the tortoife, and their fiiends.” The 
princes faid, “ Tell it. Sir and Vtjlmufarman 
continued his difcourfe : “ Hear then the book 
‘‘ called Mttralaba, or the Acqiujitioii of Friends ; 
‘‘ of which this is the firll verfe : 

“ Without equipage, without wealth, yet, 
‘‘ wife and united by friendfhip ; the crow, the 
tortoife, the antelope, and the rat, performed 
“ great adlions with celerity.” “ How was 
that ?” faid the princes. . 

VtJJmufarman faid ; 


Near the Goddveri 
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flaiids a large Sa/mali^iree, on which biuls, 
coming fiom all quarLcis, roohed at night. 
“ One day when the gloom had juft departed, 
“ the moon being ftill in his manlion im- 
“ pciceived that moon, who is a friend to . 

the night-flowers woifliiping God a raven 
“ named Laghupatanaca^ oi hght-wing^ being 
“ awakened, faw a fowler approaching, like the 
genius of death, and alarmed at the fight, faid 
“ to himfelf ; This morning an enemy appears : 

I know not what noxious fiuit is lipening ; fo 
‘‘faying, he flew off by degices; and the 
“ fowler, paffing by and fcattcring grains of 
“ lice, fixed his net : in this very point of time, 
“ a piince of pigeons named Chit'ragi’roa, or 
panited-mck^ with many otheis fluttering in 
“ the air perceived the rice. The pigeons, 
“ eagcily defining to pick up the giains, thcii 
“ pi nice faid to them:, How, when no perfons 
“ are heie, could grains of lice be colledled? Let 
“ us deliberate : I like it not. I fee no reafon for 
“ touching them : doubtlefs from this coveting 
“ of rice, the fame evil will happen, as when, 
“ through coveting a bracelet, the traveller had 
“ a fall in the deep mire, and thus perilhed in 
“ the claws of an old tiger. How was that ? 
“ faid the pigeons. One day, anfwered Cbttra- 
“ grwUi in a grove of the Dacan, or South, I 
“ faw, as I flew along, an old tiger v afiiing 
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‘‘ himfelf with fome Cufa^ or holy grafs> in his 
“ hand. Hola, travellers, cried he, receive this, 
“ my golden bracelet : upon this a traveller 
“ eagerly deliring it, began to conlider, and 
“ faid. By good fortune has this been offered ; 
“ yet in feeking it danger appeals. 

“ Surely it is no wife thing to covet, what 
cannot be attained without peril fince, even 
“ nedtar in heaven, wdth which poifon is mixed, 
“ is fatal to life. Neverthelefs, in all defires 
“ danger may be feared. 

“ A man who meets no peril, fees no good 
“ things, he fees them, if he live, who. boldly 
“ encounters danger . let me confider this fully. 
“ Then he cried aloud, Where is thy golden 
“ bracelet ? ' The man went upon this to bathe 
himfelf in the pool, but fell into deep mire, 
“ out of which he could not efcape ; this the 
“ tiger knew, and when the traveller began to 
apprehend that he was caught, the beafl 
“ violently feized and devoured him : thus I 
“ may admonifh you, remembering the fatal 
defire of gaining the bracelet, that no inconfi- 
“ derate aft ought to be attempted. 

“ Since it is thus faid by wife men : 

“ He who reftrains his appetite, a dutiful fon, 
a prudent and good wife, a prince who reigns 
“ many years, he who fpeaks advifedly, and he 
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who acts confidcratcly, for a long time give 
birth to no misfoitime ^ 

“ One pigeon hearing this, in great anger ex- 
“ claimed, Ah ! why doft thou talk thus ^ Td 
mind the fpceches of the old befalls us in an 
“ evil hour, not to cat, not to aflbeiate with 
“ females. 

“ Thus too it is wiitten: 

“ By difiegaiding teiiois, food, and water, 
“ all things on caith aie attained. 

If a man docs nothing becaufe of his fears, 
“ by what means can he live? 

“ Healing this, all the pigeons defeended on 
the rice. 

“ Thiough covctotifnefs comes anger; through 
“ covetoiifnefs comes lull , through covetoufnefs 
“ comes fiaud and illufion: covetoufnefs is the 
“ caufe of all fins. 

“ They weie all made captives in the meflies 
‘‘ of the net; and all began abufing him, by 
“ whofe difcouife they had fallen into the 
‘‘ fnarc. 

“ Chitragriva heating their cenfure of him, 
“ faid, It is no fault of his: danger arifing, a 
“ friend fo adfs as tO encreafe it ; as a calf is tied 
“ by a ftick to the leg of her mother (when fhe 
cannot otherwife be milked). 

In a time of difafter, and of dread, a bafe 
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“ man is dlfcerned : here a£l circumipedllyj de- 
‘‘ liberate ; think. 

“ Thus it is faid: 

Circumfpediion in calamity; mere)' in great- 
“ nefs; in aflemblies, good fpeeches; in adver- 
“ lity, fortitude; in fame, relolution to preferve 
“ it ; affiduity in ftudying the Scriptures . thefe 
“ are the felf- attained perfedions of great fouls. 

“ Again : 

‘‘ Six faults muft be abandoned by a man 
“ feeking profperity : lleejp, drowzinefs, fear, 

“ anger, lazinefs, loitering. 

‘‘ Now, do thus, all of you being united, lift 
“ up the net and Jfly away, lince the union of 
“ fmall minds performs great works ; as by 
“ blades of grafs twilled together, an elephant 
“ is tied fall. 

The union even of the fmall and w'-eak is 
beneficial ; as rice ftripped of its hulk will not 
“ fpringfrom the ground. 

.Thus, having confulted together, all the 
“ birds took up the net and flew off : the fowler 
feeing from a dillance the net caught up by ' 
“ them, ran after them, and after fome thought, 

“ Said, 

Thefe birds, by a joint effort, have taken 
‘‘ av^ray my net ; when they fall down, then they 
will be in nay power. 


/ 
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‘‘ Then the birds difappeared from before his 
“ eyes, and the fowler defpaired of retaking 
“ them; on feeing which, the pigeons exclaimed, 
“ What is now to be done ? 

“ Chifragriva faid : 

A mother, a fiiend, and a father, are all 
“ three dear to themfelves ; and doing good 
“ works for another, their underftandings are 
“ iifefully exeicifed. 

“ Again : 

“ The fmall birds defer t a tree with little fruity 
the ibts'' s a dry pool ; the bees defert flowers, 
“ gatheied ycflerday ; the antelopes, a burnt 
thicket ; women leave an indigent man, do- 
“ meftics a ruined land ; in all affairs men con- 
neeff; themfelves with thofe, from whom fome 
profit may be derived. 

“ Such a friend, a rat named Hiraiiyaca^ dwells 
“ near the Gandaca^ in a wood called Chitrava?:^^ 
‘‘ he will cut our cords afunder. 

“ Confideiing this, all of them w^ent' towards 
the dwelling oiHtj^anyaca ; who, alw^ays being 
“ in fear of death, had made a hundred doors to 
“ the hole in which he lived : being aftoniflied 
“ at the noife made by the pigeons, he flood 
“ filent. 

“ Fiiend Htrrmyaca, faid Chitragrka, why 
doff thou not fpeak to us I 
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The fat hearing that extraordinary addrefs, 
came forth, and faid. Ah ' what good fortune, 
“ my deareft friend Chtiragnva f 

“ Then feeing them tied with cords, he was 
“ amazed ; and having hopped a little, faid, My 
“ fiiend, what is this ? 

“ What elfe can it be, anfwered Chitragriva^ 
“ but the effedt of our fins in a former life ? 
“ How canft thou, who art a Pandit, afk fuch a 
“ queftion ? 

“ From what caufe, by what inftruments, at 
“ whatmoment, in what manner, by what means, 
“ in what fpace of time, in what place, a man’s 
adiions, good or bad, are performed: from that 
‘‘ caufe, by thofe inftruments, at that moment, 
“ in that manner, by thofe means, in that fpace 
“ of time, in that place, it pleafes Bratna^ that 
“ the man who performs them ftiall be rewarded, 
“ or punilhed. 

‘‘ Again : 

“ Difeafes; the death of parents; pains; bonds ; 
“ and uneafinefs ; thefe are the fruits of the 
“ trees, which are planted by a man’s own fins- 
“ Hiranyaca, having heard this difcourfe, be- 
“ gan to gnaw the threads that faftened Chitra-* 
“ griva^ and was departing. Not fo, my friend, 
“ faid the chief of the pigeons, cut alfo the bonds 
“ of my comrades. I am but weak, and my 
teeth are fmall, faid Hiraftyaca^ how fliall I be 
VOL. XI, c 
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“ able to cut all their cords ? As long as my 
“ teeth remain unbroken, fo long will I continue 
“ to cut thy firings. It is tiue, faid the chief, 
but, as long as you can, cut then’s a’fb. 

‘‘ Hiranyaca replied ; To abandon our own, 
“ which is efpecially put under our protedlion, 
“ is not the conduct of fkilful moralifls. Let 
“ a man, for the fake of relieving his difLreffes, 
“ preferve his wealth; by his wealth let ^ him 
“ preferve his wife ; and, by both wife and 
“ riches, let him ever preferve himfelf. 

“ The fouls of fuch as defire to promote the 
“ juflice of a flate, and to pleafe God, aie fit 
“ objedts of prefervation ; when fuch a foul is 
‘‘ corrupted, what will it not coirupt? ■ When it 
“ is preferved pure, what will it not preferve ? 

“ My friend, faid Chitragi iva, fuch indeed is 
“ the rule of morality ; but I am unable to en- 
‘‘ duie the pain of thofe who are under my pro- 
‘‘ ledlion. 

“ A virtuous man flioiild abandon both liches 
“ and life for the fake of others ■ for the fake of 
‘‘ the good he fhould quit his own good, fince 
death will certainly come. 

“ May thegreatnefs of the noble-minded of my 
“ tiibe, my flate, my countiymen, ever accom- 
“ pany me. You fay, that it is the fruit of my 
‘‘ own greatnefs ; at what time will it be fo ? 

“ Let me be even without life, not having 
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abandoned thofe who aie dear to me ; let that 
“ life be my death, provided my companions 
“ remain alive. 

“ Still more : the body conlifls of bones, and 
‘‘ fubftances, provided from the flefli : how can 
“ this be preferved from death ? Oh ' my fiiend, 
preferve thy good name. 

Since that which lemains, muftbe feparated 
“ from that which decays ; a pure foul fiom 
“ filthy carcafe; feek fame in pieference to 
bodily honours : Oh, valuable acquifition ! 
“ what will it notacquiie? 

‘‘ The inteival is immenfe between corporeal 
‘‘ qualifications and fcicnccs ; the body in a mo- 
‘‘ ment is extini^f,' while knowledge endureth to^ 
“ the end of time. 

“ The rat on hearing this was delighted ; and 
“ with his hair eredt with joy, faid. Well, well, 
my friend, through thy kindnefs for thefe 
“ companions, the Creator of the three worlds 
will clear thee of evil. Saying this, and 
‘‘ having gnawed the firings of them all, he re- 
“ ceived them as guefts ; and, altogether, having 
performed their adoration, he faid, my dear 
“ Chitragnva^ ceitainly they who have expe- 
‘‘ rienced the pain of captivity in a net, fhould 
not be fecure from the fear of committing fome 
great crime. 

“ It is wiitten by the poet : 
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‘‘ The biicl, who fiom ilic diflancc of many 
“ hundred leagues, can difcein Ids food ; he, 
“ only, even in the hour of death, fees no fnare. 

“ Obferving, that the fun and moon arc pul 
“ to pain by the diagon, that elephants and fer- 
“ pents aic confined with coids, and that the 
“ mofl learned men aic often the inofl indigent ; 
‘‘ I confine my define of linowlcdgc to the Ru- 
“ pendous and all-poweiful God., 

“ The buds tiavcife remote icgions of air, 
“ and fiy togcthei towauls diRrefs ; the fifii aic 
caught by fiflicis from deep wateis, even from 
“ the depth of the fea. 

“What dificrcncc is thcic? What avails a 
“ good heait ? What Rcill is thcie in choofing a 
“ fixt Ration ? Death, Rretching forth his hand, 
“ feizes from the greateR diRancc. 

“ Having thus iiiRriufled and cntcitained 
“ them holpitably, Ihianyaca embraced and dif- 
“ miRed them. Chiiragi roa, and his compa- 
“ nions, then flew to their ow n country, and the 
“ rat letired towaids his hole. 

“ AVhen Laghiipatanaca had feen all thefe 
“ events, he was amazed, and faid, Oh ' Ih- 
“ I'anyaca, thou art an excellent creature j per- 
“ ceiving which, I defire to cultivate thy frlend- 
“ fliip ; I too am able to afliR a fiiend. The lat 
“ hearing this addiefs, ran into his hole, and 
“ faid, Who art thou ? A ciow, faid the other. 
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named Laghupata?iaca. How, cried Hiranyaca^ 

“ laughing, can I contrad; friendfhip with thee ? 

When a man has defeived well of his country,' 

“ awifepeifon affociating with him, pai takes his 
“ meiit; but I am food for thee, and thou my 
‘‘ devourer, how can intimacy fubfift between 
us ? The friendfliip of a devourer is a great 
“ caufe of danger ; yet a fawn was faved by a 
“ crow from being caught by a fliak^. How 
was that ? faid the crow. 

“ The rat anfweied: In the countiy of Ma- 
gadha theie is a foreft, named Champaca Vati^ 

“ in which an antelope and a crow had long 
dwelt in great friendfhip. This antelope, hav- 
“ ing roved at liberty, was grown fat ; which 
being obferved by a^fliakal, he faid within 
“ himfelf. Ah * by what means can I feaft on 
yonder delicate flefli ? It may be accomplifhed 
“ if I gain his confidence. Thus meditating ; 

“ and going towards him he faid, Thou art in 
“ excellent health, my fiiend. Who art thou ? 

“ faid the antelope. I am a fhakal, faid he, 
“ named CjJnidrabiiddhi^ and here live friendlefs, 
“ like a dead cicature ; but now having gained 
“ thy friendfhip, I fhall live again as thy com- 
“ panion arhong the living, fince I fhall ever be 
thy fervant. Now, when the many-rayed god 
was fetting, the fhakal arrived at the manfion 
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“ of the antelope • there, under the branches of 
“ a champaca tree, dwelled the crow, named 
“ SuhUnidi^ the friend of the antelope * AVho, 
‘‘ fciid the crow, is this comrade of thine ? He 
“ is a jQiakal, faid the antelope, my chofen fiicnd. 
“ Oh ' my beloved, faid the ciow, it is not light 
“ to place confidence with too much celerity. 

“ For thus it is wiitten : 

“ To a peifon of an unknown tiibe, oi temper, 
“no one flioiild give his houfe : by means of a 
“ cat, the vLiltuie Jaradgabab was fiain. Both 
“ faid, How happened that ^ The crow an- 
“fwcied: Theie Hands ncai the G^;7^r/, on a 
“ mountain called Gridbracuta^ or Vulture-foit, 
“ a laige piacati tree; in the hollow of which, 
“ his fight dim with the fear of danger, lived a 
“ vultuie, named Jaradgabab , by little and little 
“ he fupplied his young with fuftenance from 
“ his own prey, and thus the othei birds of 
“ his fpecies were fuppoited. 

“ It happened that a cat, named Long-ears, 
“ ufed to devour the young biids, and then to 
“ depai t The young ones perceived her coming, 
“ and, confounded with fear, made a noife. Ja- 
“ radgahah heard it, and faid . Who is coming ? 
“ The cat feeing the vulture was alarmed, and 
“ faid'. Alas ' I am deflroyed ; I cannot now 
“ retreat far from this enemy; therefore, as my 



HITOTADE'SA. 


23 


“ laft refource, let me approach him. Having 
“ refolved on this, fhe went near him, and faid, 
Great fir, I am thy fervant. 

“ Who art thou ? faid the vulture. A cat, 

“ faid he. Depart far oif, faid the other, or thou 
“ lhalt be chaftifed. Hear me, however, replied 
the cat, and if I deferve chaftifement, then " 
“ chaftife me. 

“ Thus it is written : 

' Among different fe<^ts it is eftablifhed, who, 
and for what, is at any time to be punifhed, or 
“ refpedted ; but he who knows the difpofition 
of another, can befl determine whether he de- 
ferves punifhment, or veneration. 

“ Speak on, faid the vulture. I live here, faid 
the cat, near the Ganga^ in which I daily bathe 
“ myfelf; eating neither fifh nor flefh, and per- 
“ foiming the difficult talks of a devout perfon : 
“ thou who art well acquainted with juftice, art, 
“ therefore, an objeA of confidence to me. The 
birds continually pi ay before me ; therefore I 
“ came hither to hear a difeourfe on juftice from 
“ thee, who art eminent in age and'fcience. And 
“ thou who art fo learned, why fhouldft thou be 
“ prepared to beat me, who am a ftrangeri 
“ Thus fays the poet,: 

Even, towards an enemy coming to our 
houfe, the offices of hofpitality muft be exer>- 
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“ cifcd, as the tiee impedes not even the wood- 
“ cutter, who hands undei its fliade ' Stiaw, 
“ eaith, water, and' plcafing words : tliefe four 
“ are never abfent fiom the houfcsofgood men. 

“ A hiangcr who defpaiis of leception, de- 
“ paits from the houfe ; he goes away, leaving 
“ the crime of inhumanity in its owner, and 
“ healing himfelf the meiit of a good action. 

“ The good are indulgent to ignorant minds, 
“ as the moon withdraws not her light fiom the 
manfions of a Chandal (oi Hindu of thcloweR 
“ caft). 

“ Shall cats, anfweicd the vulture, who love 
delicate fiefli, dwell heie with young biids ? 
“ On that account I foibid thee. Then, the cat, 
“ hioking her ears, and touching the ground 
with her head, thus fpokc : I who have learned 
“ the Dennafajlra^ am without appetite for 
hefh. I am peifoiming the difficult offices of 
“ religion j and regardlefs of the claffiing doc- 
‘‘ trine of the P//; ' am perfect in juflicc, 

‘‘ and fpedk nothing but tiuth. 

“ He who bears no depraved paffion, but 
fuffeis all things patiently, and gives equal pro- 
‘‘ tedtion to all, that man furely rifes to heaven. 

“ The true, and only real friend, is he who 
“ follows even in death ; all fiiendffiip elfe, 
“ perifhing with the body, foon departs. 
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Mark the fituations of him who eats, and of 
his food ; fee the jQiort friendfliip of the one, 
and the total deftru£tion of the other 
“ How greatly is a man’s pain increafed by 
dying ’ Confirm thyfelf by this reflection, in 
a refolution to preferve all other animals. 

“ Since man, while the woods abound with 
delicacies, may be filled with vegetable pro- 
duCtions, Who would commit a deadly fin for 
“ the fake of his burning appetite ? 

“ Thus being trufted, he abode in the cavern; 
“ but fome days having elapfed, he aflTailed the 
“ young birds, carried them oflj and devoured 
“ them : duririg this cruel repaft, on their plain- 
“ tive cries, a queftion was afked, What he was 
doing ? 

“ The cat, perceiving the difcovery, left the 
“ cavern, and run away. The birds, having 
“ examined the place on all fides, took up the 
“ fcattered bones of their young, and fiifpeCting 
“ that the vulture had eaten them, united all 
“ their force, and by their firfl: onfet the vulture 
“ was killed. For this reafon I fay, of an un- 
“ known tribe and temper, &c. 

“ The jfliakal hearing this,faid with anger, My 
‘‘ friend, on the firfl; fight of this antelope, when 
“ you alfo were of an unknown tribe and tem- 
“ per, I contracted a friendfliip which continually 
‘‘ encreafes ’ Hear another vei fe that fays^ Such 
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a one is his relation, oi a ftranger ; this is the 
“ reckoning of a weak minded man r but to a 
“ man of a noble difpofidon, the whole earth is 
“ related ; and fmce this fawn is my friend, be 
‘‘ you alfo dear to me. What need is there, 
“ faid the antelope, of this debate, while all of you 
“ converfe with confidence in one place of abode, 
live in the enjoyment of pleafures. 

“ Be It fo, faid the crow, fince it is thy will. 
‘‘ The next morning he departed for a different 
“ part of the countiy. 

“ My beloved fawn, faid the fliakal, one day 
“ in a foft whifper, at one fide of the wood is a 
“ field full of corn, I will take thee and fliew it: 
“ this was done ; and the fawn, going thither 
“ daily, regaled himfelf. 

The owner of the field, having perceived 
“ his lofs, fpread a net there ; and afterwards the 
“ antelope, venturing further into the field, was 
caught in the fnare. Who, thought he, but a 
“ friend, has power to extricate me from this 
net, which refembles the net of death. In the 
“ mean while the fliakal went to the fpot, and, 
“ as he appioached, thought within himfelf. It has 
“ befallen as I wiflied, and my purpofe is eftedted 
“ by my device- thus fliall I glut my appetite, 
“ and feed on the flefli of the mangled antelope, 
mixt with his blood and bones. As foon as the 
fawn difcerned him, he was elate with joy, 


HITOI’ADE'SA 


27 


and exclaimed. Oh ’ my friend, gnaw thefe 
bonds, and quickly deliver me. 

“ As the poet fays : 

“ In perils we prove a friend ; in battle a hero ; 
‘‘ in vsrealth a religious perfon *, a wife man in 
contradfed foi tunes; and in^ calamity kinf- 
‘‘ men. 

/ 

“ The fhakal having looked from time to 
time on the net, faid to himfelf, Happily this 
“ faftening is flrong. And then fpoke aloud : 

My beloved ' the net is made of leather. How 
“ can I touch it on the fun’s day? O my friend! 
“ no other advice can be given ; but to-morrow 
morning what thou defireft fhall be done by 
me. 

“ After this, on the morrow, when the crow 
perceived that hisfiiend had not leturned, he 
fearched for him ; and, having found him 
caught in a fnare, faid . My dear fawn,-what is 
“ this ? The confequence, anfwered he, of re- 
jedfing friendly counfel. 

As it is written : 

“ The man who^ liftens not to the words of 
‘‘ aifedlionate fi lends, will give joy in the mo- 
‘‘ ment of difti efs to his enemies 

“ Where is the fhakM ? exclaimed the crow. 
He is at hand, faid the fawn, watching for my 
“ flefli ' This, replied the crow, I predidled ; 
fuch calamity I efcape, becaufe I place no fuch 
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“ trufl; : the wife are continually in dread of the 
“ wicked. Then, with a figh, he added ; Oh, 
“ bafe fhakal ! What, O ciuel ruffian, haft thou 
done ! 

“ Thus it is truly faid : , 

“ What circumvention is this of companions 
“ entertained by thee j obliged by thy civilities ; 
“ expecting thy favours ; deceitfully polite ! 

“ A friend who mats thy bufinefs in thy ab- 
“ fence, yet fpeaks aftcdtionately to thy face, 
“ ftiould be fliunned as a vafe of milk with poifon 
at its brim. 

“ Contrad: no friendfhip, or even acquaint- 
“ ance, with a guileful man : he refembles a 
“ coal, which when hot burnetii the hand, and 
“ when cold blacketh it. 

“ Him who injures his benefador, his depo- 
“ fitor, or any well-natured man, O earth • O 
world ! how canft thou fupport ? He is a 
“ monfter of injuftice ’ 

“ Thus may the charader of a treacherous 
‘‘ perfon be deferibed. At fiift he falls at your 
“ feet, and then drinks your blood ; he hums a 
“ ftrange tune in your ears with foft murmurs, 
“ buf meditates mifehief ; and having found an 
•‘‘opening, enters without remorfe: thus, the 
“ falfe friend and black gnats pradife alike every 
“ mode of treachery. 

“ In the morning, when the crow faw the 
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“ farmer advancing with a ftaff in his hand, he 
“ faid to the antelope, My beloved ! feign thyfelf 
“ to be dead, and remain motionlcfs ; but as foon 
as thou heareft me make a noife, run away 
“ fwiftly. 

‘‘ The owner of the corn, his eyes expanded 
“ with joy, faw the fawn, who pietended to be 
“ dead : Ah ’ faid he, the animal has died of 
“ himfelf So faying, he took away the toil, and 
“ was diligent in preferving his nets. Imme- 
“ diately, the antelope hearing the noife agreed 
“ on by the crow, ran ojS* at full fpeed ; when 
“ the countryman aiming at him, threw his ftalF, 
and killed the jackal, who lay concealed in a 
“ bulh. 

“ Thus it is written : 

“ In three years, in three months, in three 

jf 

“ fortnights, in three days, the fruit of great 
“ vices, or great virtues, is reaped even in this 
“ world ! 

\ 

“So much for thofe two ! 

“ Lagupatanaca anfwered : 

“ B elides, it would not be for my advantage 
“ to feed on thee ; even as Chitragriva lives, 
“ thus I live in thy life. 

“ The wifdom of confiding in beads w'ho 
“ aQ: with probity, is clearly feen ; in thofe 
“ efpecially, v/ho like Chttragr'iva and thou, are 
“ good, and have good difpofitions. 
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“ The mind of a viituous being cannot be 
changed, any moie than the water of the ocean 
can be heated with a fire of fiiraw. 

Thou, faid Hiranynca, ait vicious, and witli 
the vicious no friendfliip fliould ever be con- 
“ tracled , a cat, a buffalo, a lam, a ciow, and a 
“ bad man, gain theii owm advantage by being 
“ tiufted; it is not prudent, theiefore, to con- 
“ fide in them. 

“ Befides, you crows arc naturally enemies of 
“ our race. 

“ And wife writers fay : 

“ Make no league with an avow^ed enemy, 
“ but cleave to an approved friend. 

“ Water, though well wanned, would quench 
“ neverthelefs, the fire that warmed it. 

“ An impoffible thing cannot be done, but that 
“ which is poffible may be attempted : a chariot 
‘‘ goes not on the water, nor can a fliip fail on 
‘‘ dry land. 

“ Whoever, fiom folemn tieaty, places con- 
“ fidence in enemies, and enraged wives, reduces 
“ his life to nothing through his folly. 

“ All has been overheard by me, faid Lagti- 
“ pafaiiaca^ and I piomifed myfelf the happinefs 
“ of your fiiendfhip . w^ithout obtaining which, 

‘‘ I will fuffer my body to decay through hunger, 

“ and fall dead before thy door : then wilt thou 
‘‘ lemember too late, that the friendfliip of the 



PIliO'PADE'SA. 


31 


bad, like an earthen pot, may eafily be broken, 

“ but cannot vfith eafe be repaired ; while that 
“ of the good, like a veflel of gold, cannot with- 
“ out difficulty be difunited, but may wAh little 
“ pains be reftored to its former ftate. 

“ By melting, metals are united ; for mutual 
“ benefit, antelopes and birds ; through fear of 
“ danger, and love of gain, ignorant men ; but 
‘‘ the virtuous are attached at fiiftdight. 

“ If the fiiendfliip of the good be interrupted, 

“ their minds admit of no long change ; as when 
“ the flalks of a lotus are broken, the filaments 
“ within them are more vifibly connedfed. 

“ Piety, chaiity, forbeaiance, paiticipation of 
“ pains and pleafures, goodnefs of heart, repu- 
“ tation, and tiuth ; thefe are the fciences of 
“ friendfliip : by thefe tirts, what other advantage 
“ can I acquire ? 

“ The rat then leaving his hole, faid . I am 
‘‘ delighted with thy fweet converfation. 

“ As it is written : 

‘‘To bathe in cool flreams, delights not fo 
“ much a man affedted by the fun ; nor a neck- 
“ lace of pearls, or vefts, perfumed with fandal, 

“ give fo much pleafure to the body which they 
“ decorate, as the converfation of a virtuous man 
“ (which almoft furpafies all things), with friend- 
“ fhip fixt in his heart; or that of the learned, 
which good advice renders venerable, and to • 
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‘‘ which the application of holy fenlenccs, pie- 
ferved in their memory, adds new graces. 

“ Not to follow advice ; to break a promife ; 
to beg money ; cruelty ; ahfence of mind ; 
wrath; untruth ; and gaming; thefe aie the 
** vices of a fiiend : by this difcouife, not one 
of thefe faults is difeerned in thee. 

“ As the poet fays : 

Goodnefb and truth aie difeerned by a 
man’s difeourfe ; but cowardice, and a variable 
mind, are eafily difcoveied by his condud. 

“ It is one thing to hear the language of a 
friend, whofe heart is pure as water, and an- 
other to hear the words of a bafe diffembler. 

Be it fo then, I comply with thy requeft. 

‘‘ This being faid, they contraded a mutual 
fiiendfliip. The rat then, having regaled his 
new friend with a variety of food, and vowed 
conftant amity, re-entered his hole ; and the 
“ crow flew to his own ilation. 

Thus, a long time paflTed in daily entcitain- 
ments, fiiendly falutations, and confidential 
“ difeourfe. One morning, my dear friend 
Hira7iyaca^ faid the crow, this place is not 
“ convenient for the regular acquifition of food ; 
“ I am therefore defirous of changing it, and 
removing to another. Whither fhould we 
“ go, my friend ? faid the rat. 

, “ The poet fays : 
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A wife man walks on one foot, flo'wly and 
circumfpe£tly, and lives in one place ; nor, 
“ having feen another ftation, fhould he defert 
“ his former abode. 

“ There is a place, anfwered the crow, well 

“ conftituted for our purpofe ! What is that ? 

“ faid JItrmiyaca. The crow anfwered : In the 

“ wood T>andac is a pool named Carpuragdra, 

where lives an old friend of mine, a tortoife, 

named Menthar^ virtuous and juft. 

“ As it is written ; ' , 

“ It is eafy for all men to dilplay learning in 

“ inftrudting others ; but it is the part of one 

“ endued with a great mind, to form himfelf by 

the rules of juftice. He will favour me with 
( 

“ fifti, and other food. What, faid the rat, will 
“ become of me who remain here ? 

“ Let a wife man leave that country where he 
has neither honour nor friends, nor kinfmen, 
and in which no learned perfon reftdes. 

“ x^gain i 

“ Let no man fix his abode where five advan- 
“ tages are not found ; wealth, a divine teacher, 
a magiftrate, a river, and a phyfician. 

“ Take me, therefore, with you.' Immediately 
“ the crov/ and his beloved friend, amufing 

V 

“ themfelves with a variety of converfation, 
went towards the pool. 

When Menthar^ from a diftance, perceived 
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“ Laghupafanaca, he rofe, and 'having greeted 
him, refpedtfully fainted the rat. 

As it is written : 

“ Whether a boy, a youth, or an old man, 
“ come to a houfe, he muft be fainted by its 
“ owner, with as much leverence as a fpiritual 
preceptor. 

“ The ciow then began : O Menthar ^ receive 
“ us both with diftinguifhed honour ; this gueft 
“ is Hiranyaca^ the prince of rats, virtuous, 
“ noble, and in kindnefs, like the gem-pro- 
“ ducing ocean ; if the king of ferpents were 
able to deferibe his virtues, he muft fpeak with 
“ two thoufand tongues ’ 

“ He then related the ftory of Chitragriva : 
and the tortoife having paid his refpefts anew 
“ to Hiranyaca^ faid : You are beft able to in- 
form us of your reafon for inhabiting the 

\ 

^ wood. 

“ I will inform you, faid the rat ; be atten- 
“ tive. In a town called Chainpa^ is a place full 
“ of religious mendicants ; one of them called 
dim acamuy has his abode there, and is ufed 
“ to fleep, having depofited on a beam the 
“ remnant of his food given in charity ; this 
“ food^ I having run up the beam, ufed to de- 
“ vour. One day an intimate friend of his, 
“ named Vtnacarna^ one of the religious frater- 
nity, came to fee him, and fat down by him', 
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“ and relating. 2L number of adventures; while 
he, through fear of my voracity, continued 
waving a piece of cane : his gueft faid, Why' 
“ are you difpleafed with my converfation, and 
‘‘ intent on other things ? I am not difpleafed, 
my good friend, faid the other, but fee what ~ 
“ a conftant enemy yon rat is to, me ; he never 
“ fails to devour the food, which I preferve in a 
“ leaf. When Vmacarna had looked at the 
“ beam, How, faid he, can fo feeble an animal 
‘‘ as a rat leap up fo high ? This muft proceed 
“ from fome caufe. 

“ As it is faid : 

“ When a young wife took her old hufband 
“ by the locks, killing and embracing him, theie 
“ was certainly fome reafon for her fondnefs. 

“ What was it ? faid the other. And Vina^ 

' “ carna faid : 

“ In the province of Goura is a town called 
Canfanti, where lived an opulent f banker 
named Chanda?ias ; when he grew old, rely- 
“ ing on his wealth, he married a banker’s 
' daughter named Lilawatt : Ihe Was a girl like 
“ the fifli on the flandard of Cdmadevd* 

And the poet fays ; 

“ As thofe who have caught^ cold, take no 
pleafure in moon-£hine^ or thofe who have a 
fever in the heat of the fun, fo the mind of a 
‘‘ woman delights not a hufband, where there is 
great difparity of years. 
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“ The old banker, however, loved her paflion- 
“ ately. 

For it is faid : 

All who have fouls defiic wealth and life; 
but a young wife is dearer to an old man than 
‘‘ his very foul. 

Soon after this, Ldnwati, elate with youth, 
lofing her dignity, good difpofition, and ho- 
nour, became enamoured of a ceitain bankei’s 
fon. 

“ Thus the moralifl: fays : 

“To follow their own inclinations in the 
houfe of their father ; to join in fports ; to 
“ mix in aflemblies of women before men; to 
fojourn abroad without end ; to alfociate with 
harlots ; to be always prodigal of their wealth : 
thefe caufe the ruin of women. 

‘‘ Drinking with ftrangeis ; converfing with 
“ bad pcrfons ; infidelity to hufbands ; walking 
‘‘ in public ; too much fleep , dwelling in the 
“ houfes of others : thefe are the conftant faults 
of women. 

" A father fecures a woman in infancy, a huf- 
band in youth, children in old age ; but a, 
“ woman who follows her own inclination, 
cannot be fecured. 

One day Ltlawati, fitting in amoious con- 
‘‘ verfation with the banker’s fon, on a pink bed, 
‘‘ Ihining like a necklace of pearls, peiceived not 
“ the approach of her hufband ; but when flie 
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‘‘ faw him Ihe rofe haftily, took him by the hair, 
“ and embraced him, while the lover flipped ' 
“ away. A woman who lived clofe by, and 
faw this, repeated in her own mind . When a 
“ young wife, and fo forth. 

“ Now, in my opinion, the encreafed ftrength 
“ of this rat mull proceed from fome canfe. Con- 
“ fider a little, the caufe may be important; per- 
“ haps a treafure is collecSied there. 

Since it is written : 

“ Every rich man, and every bad man, in all 
“ places, and at all times, gains pre-eminence, 
“ and encreafe of dominion, by his wealth. 

“ So faying, the religious mendicant took a 
fpade, and having dug up my hole, feized my 
“ long-colledled hoard ; after which I was defti- 
tute of ftrength, and Chiidacdjiia having weak- 
“ ened me with pleafure to himfelf, and feeing 
me unable to obtain food, timidly creeping by 
little and little, 

“ Thus faid : 

' Every man abounding in wealth, becomes 
‘‘by that wealth a man of learning ; Tee, for 

I 

“ this reafon, how this wicked rat ftands on a 
“ level with his whole race collediively. 

“ A man who has no fubftance, can have but 
“ little underftanding ; all his actions die away 
“'like rivulets in the fultry feafon. 

“ He who has wealth has friends ; he who has 
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wealth has relations j he who has wealth is a 
hero among the people ; he who has wealth is 
even a fage. 

“ Empty is the houfe of a childlefs man ; as 
“ empty is the mind of a Batchelor ; empty are 
“ all quaiters of the world to an ignorant man ; 
but poverty is total emptinefs. 

“ After all : 

Thefe members are not impaired ; this 
‘‘ name alfo lemains j this voice alfo cqntinueth ; 

this knowledge is not weakened 1 By the ar- 
‘‘ rogance, which wealth occahons, a man is 
“ ruined ; fo much for him’ Another fucceeds, 
and has the fame end. What wonder is there 
“ in this ? 

All this being heard and confidered, a 
longer abode in that place, then appeared 
improper for me ; and what this man had faid 
“ to the other on the fubjedt, was equally dif- 
agreeable. 

“ Therefore, as it is written : 

‘‘A prudent perfon fhould not difcover his 
“ poverty, his felf-torments, the diforders of his 
houfe, his uneafmefs, or his difgrace. 

When the Divine* difpleafure is incurred, 
and human life is expofed to vain difquiet, 
whence, except from the thickeft wood,' can 
‘‘ an indgent man derive comfort. 

“ The man of virtue may die, yet he becomes 
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not avaricious ; as fire may be extinguiflied, 
** but cannot be cooled. 

A fcholar, like a duller of flowers, mull 
remain in one of two conditions, either at the 
head of men, or in the delert. 

And fince a life of beggary, in that place, 
** would have been extremely ridiculous, there- 
** fore, 

“ According to the verfe ; 

A mind haralTed by indigence, would re- 
ceive more content from the body being con- 
fumed with fire, than from a greedy grafping 
niggard ^ 

‘‘ From poverty comes difgrace ; from dif- 
“ grace, want of courage ; from imbecility, ruin ; 

from ruin, defertion of the world ; from that 
‘‘ defertion proceeds anguilh ; from anguilh, lofs 
of underfianding ; from lofs of underllanding, 
lofs of all things. Strange that poverty Ihould 
be the fouree of all evils i 
- Silence for the remainder of life, is better 
than fpeaking falfeiy. 

“To depart from life is better than taking 
pleafuie in the words of an infidious man'; 
“ and to fublift on aim's, than to live luxurioufly 
with another’s wealth. 

“ It is better to abandon life, than flatter thp 
bafe. 
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Servitude takes away all honour, as moon- 
light difperfes the darknefs, and as old age 
“ deftroys the bloom of beauty ; and as pioufly 
naming God removes fin, fo beggary extin- 
“ guiflies a multitude of virtues ' 

' “ How then could I fubfift on the cates of 
another perfon ? Wretched would be that fuf- 
‘‘ tenance ’ And as bad as the gates of death. 

“ Superficial knowledge ; pleafure dearly pur- 
“ chafed ; and fubfiflence at the will of another ; 
thefe three are the difgrace of mankind. 

“ Miferable is he who refides in a foieign 
land, he who eats the food of another, and he 
who dwells in another’s houfe : whoever lives 
“ muft die, and whoever dies finds reft in 
“ death ! 

“ Having remarked this, I again endeavoured, 
‘‘ through defire of gain, to acquire newiiches’ 
And repeated the lines of the poet : 

“ Through avarice a man lofes his under- 
“ ftanding ^ and by his thirft for wealth, he 
“ gives pain to the inhabitants of the other 
** world, and of this. 

Then, terrified by the piece of fplit cane 
“ which Venacarna held, I thought within my- 
“ felf j a covetous, difcontented man, is always 
“ his own enemy j and called to memory this 



HITOTADE'SA. 


41 


*' He who pofTefles a contented mind pofiefTes 
all things; as the fnake who is covered with 
his ikin, has no heed of flippers for his feet. 

“ How can that delight, which the godly- 
minded feel, who tafte the nedtar of content, 
be felt by thofe who covet wealth, and flutter 

f 

about from place to place. 

That man has read, has heard, has praftifed 
every thing, who, laying expectation afide, 
feeks refuge in his defpair of worldly enjoy- 
‘‘ ment. , 

“ Not to attend at the door of the wealthy, 
and not to ufe the voice of petition, thefe con- 
ftitute the heft life of a man. 

“ An hundred long leagues is no diftance for 
him who would quench the thirfl; of covetouC- 
nefs ; but a contented man has no folicitude 
‘‘ for giafping wealth : the feafonable termina- 
tion of bufmefs, therefore, is always belt. 

“ How gieat a duty is it to take a tender care 
of our fouls ! How great a delight is good 
health to all creatures ! 

“ How great a fatisfaCtion is friendfhip ! 

“ How high a gratification to the wife, is the 
- completion of works well begun ! 

“ Let a man defert a Angle perfon for the fake 
** of his tribe ; his tribe for the fake of his na- 
tive city ; his native city for the ’ fake of his 
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“ countiy ; and the whole world for the fake of 
his whole foul. 

“ Of two things, water drank wuthout pain, 

' “ or fweetmeats eaten with great fear of illnefs, I 
“ fee by certain experience, whether gives the 
“ more fatisfadfory pleafure. 

‘‘ Having confidered this, I repaired to a wil- 
dernefs, where I was fupported by a fenfe of 
my own viitue ; and having been entertained 
“ by the many favours of this excellent friend, 
** I now confider the protedlion of your good 
“ qualities, as an acquifition equal to heaven itfelf. 

“ As the poet fays : 

The poifonous tree of this world bears two 
fruits of exquifite favour, poetry fweet as 
nedtar, and the fociety of the good. 

“ Thy exceffive parfimony, faid MeJithara^ 
was the fault, which caufed tbefe misfortunes. 

“ It is written : 

“ A proper negledf of riches is the means of 
prefervation ; as the canal is preferved by hold- 
“ ing water negligently on its bofom. 

“ He who feeks wealth, facrificcs his own 
pleafure ; and like him who carries burdens 
for others, bears the load of anxiety ’ 

“ Why are not w^e enriched with that wealth, 
which fills the coffers of thofe who employ it 
neither in liberality or food. 
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''' The wealth of a covetous man is the fame, 
with refpeQ; to others, as money never enjoy- 
ed ; it is his property, and when loft he be- 
cometli miferable. 

Liberality attended with mild language ; 
divine learning without pride ; valour united 

i 

‘‘ with mercy; wealth, accompanied with a ge- 
nerous contempt of it ; thefe four qualities are 
with difficulty acquired. 

Frugality fhould ever be pradiifed, but not 
exceffive parfimony ; for fee how a mifer was 
“ killed by a bow drawn by himfelf ! 

How was that ? faid Hv'anyaca, 

In the country of Calymiacataca, faid 
“ Ment’hara^ lived a mighty hunter, named 
Bbairaza^ or terrible ; one day he went in 
fearch of game into a foreft, on the mountains 
“ Vind^ya; where having flain a fawn, and taken 
it up, he perceived a boar of tremendous fize; 
“ he therefore threw the fawn on the ground, 
‘‘ and wounded the boar with an arrow -i the 
beaft, horribly roaring, rufhed upon him, and 
wounded him dcfperately, fo that he fell like a 
tree ftiicken with an axe. 

Thus fays the poet : 

“ Water ; fire ; poifon ; the fword ; hunger ; 
difeafe ; falling from a rock^ thefe are acci- 
“ dents, which whenever a man. meets, he is 
“ deferted by his vital fpirit. 
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“ In the meanwhile a fhakM, named Lougery^ 
was roving in fearch of food, and having per- 
“ ceived the fawn, the hunter, and the boar, all ^ 
“ three dead ; he faid to himfelf : What a noble 
“ provifton is here made for me ! 

“ As the pains of men aflail them unexpedt- 
ediy, fo their pleafures come in the fame 
“ manner ; a divine power ftrongly operates in 
“ both. 

“ Be it fo, the flelh of thefe three animals will 
“ fuftain me a whole month, or longer. 

A man, fufhces for one month ; a fawn, and 
“ a boar, for two 5 a fnake, for a whole day ; and 
“ then I will devour the bowftring. When the 
“ firft impulfe of his hunger was allayed, he 
“ faid : This flelh is not yet tender, let me tafte 
“ the twilled firing, with which the horns of this 
bow are joined. So faying, he began to gnaw 
“ it ; but in the infiant when he had cut the 
“ firing, the braced bow leaped fprcibly up', and 
“ wounded him in the bread, fo that he departed 
in the agonies of death. This I meant when 
I cited the veife . Frugality lliould ever be 
pradlifed, &c. 

“ Belides . 

“ What a rich man gives, and what he con- 
fumes, that is his real wealth ; when he dies 
other covetous men will Iport with his liches, 
and with his v/omen. 
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What thou giveft to diftinguifhed mr n, and 
what thou ' eateft every day, that, in my opi- 
nion, is thine own wealth. Whofe is the 
remainder which thou hoardeft ? 

But let this pafs, what ufe is there in refum- 
ing old topics ? 

“ Wife and learned men feek hot unattainable 

t 

things, grieve not for what is loft, and vex not 
‘‘ themfelves in the hour of danger. 

“ Follow' this practice, my friend, and be con- 
“ tent. 

‘‘ Many who read the fcriptures are grofsly ig- 
‘‘ norant ; but he who ad;s Vv^ell is a truly learned 
“ man. 

“ The recoveiy of the fick is attained by care- 
ful meditation, not by knowing only the names 
of the patients. 

“ A man eminent in learning, has not even 
‘‘ a little virtue, if he fears to pra<5life it. What 
“ precious things can be ftiown to a blind man 
“ by a lamp, which he holds in his hand. 

My friend, nev/ friendftiip will be con- 
“ trashed, with the helps w^hich-a new country 
will fupply. The rat faid : But this muft not 
‘‘ be complied wdth. 

“ Since it is written : 

\ 

A prince, a woman of high rank, a prieft, 
an' obedient feivant, acounfellor, never profper 
“ by leaving their native places ; in this refped: 
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men refemble their teeth, their hair, and their 
nails. Merit hara faid : This however is the 
fpeech of a weak man, ' 

“ Since others write : 

“ Lions, elephants, and brave men, leave their 
** country, and profper ; while ravens, cowards, 
“ and deer, remain in theirs and perijQi. 

. “ Thus, too, it is faid : 

What is the bufmefs of a valiant and wife 
man I What other country can he know, but 
“ that which he has fubdued by the ftrength of 
“ his arm ? 

“ In the foreft of which a lion armed with 
teeth, claws, and a tremendous tail, becomes 
pofTeflbr ; even there he quenches his thirft 
“ with the blood of the princely elephant whom 
“ he has flain, 

“ Frogs repair to a fraall pond, fifli to a full 
“ lake ‘j but all the w’-ealth of others, comes to 
a man who exerts himfelf. 

I continually am enjoying prefent pleafure, 
“ or feeling prefent pain . thus pains and plea- 
“ fures revolve like a wheel ’ 

“ The goddefs of profperity haftens volunta-^ 
“ rily to inhabit the manfion of that brave man, 
“ who lives contented, difpatches his bufinefs, 
“ knows the difference of adions, is able to bear 
niisfortunes, and is firm in friendfhip ! 

“ A hero, even without riches, attains an en- 
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** creafe of honour ; but a bafe man, with all his 
colled:ed wealth, treads, the path of infamy. 

' “ How can a dog, by running away with a 
“ necklace of gold, obtain the noble fpirit of a 
lion, whofe nature leads to the acquihtion of 
“ eminent virtues ? 

V 

“ What means thy pride, O wealthy man ? 
“ When thy wealth is gone thou art miferable ; 
“ and the riches of men are tofled about, like a 
“ ball from hand to hand. 

“ The fhadowvof fummer clouds, the friend- 
‘‘ fhip of wicked men, green corn, and women, 
youth, and wealth, all thefe are enjoyed but a 
“ ihort time. 

Strive not eagerly to attain provifions, they 
are provided by God : when the new-born 
“ animal falls from the mother, her nipples drop 

I 

“ milk for his fupport. 

“ Yet more, my friend : 

“ He, by whom white flamans, green parrots, 
“ and richly coloured peacocks, were made, will 
furely find provifion for thee ’ 

“ Hear alfo, my beloved, the wonderful pro- 
perty of riches : they who are acquhing them 
‘‘ endure pain ; and when they have acquired 
“ them, are harafTed with perils ; whence then 
f ‘ can proceed the delights of wealth ? 

“ Still farther : 

j 

‘‘ Even with the love of virtue, the purfuit of 
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wealth is excelled by poverty : it is better to 
“ ftand at a diftancc from mud, than to be defiled 
‘‘ by bathing in it. Therefore, as food is ac- 
“ quired by fowls in the" air, by birds and beafts 
of prey on earth, and by fifh in the w^ater, fo 
“ may a man be in all places rich. 

As death is apprehended by all animals, fo 
the apprehenfions of the lich from kings, from 
water, from fire, fiom lobbers, fiom relations, 
nevei ceafe ’ 

“ In many biiths is pain ; and what pain may 
not infue? When will there be no defile of 
wealth? A defire which is infatiabic. 

“ Again, O my brother, hear . 

“ Riches are not eafily acqiiiicd, and when 
acquired, are with extreme care prefer\'ed ; 
“ when death comes they aie gone, be not there- 
fore anxious for wealth. 

“ If third; of i idles be abandoned, who is 
“ poor ? But if it continue, and a liver of gold 
be given to fatisfy it, yet mean habits of fend- 
‘‘ lity will remain with it. 

“ Fiom the attainment of every defired ob- 
‘‘jed, the defile is fatisfied ; if converfely the 
‘‘ defire be fatisfied, a man, rich in hirnfelf, has 
obtained his objed ’ 

Still farther : 

“ What life is there in wealth to him who- 
“ neither gives nor enjoys it ? Wlut is ftrength 
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to him who fubdues nolliis own foes ? What 

ti 

fignifies a knowledge” of the Scripture to him 

< 

who fails to pradtife virtue ? What is the foul 
itfelf to him who keeps not his own body in 
fubjedxion ? 

“ Why fh'ould many/ words be ufed ? Let th6 

y 

prefent time be fpent in confidential difcourfe. 
“ As it is written : 

“ Friendfliips, even after death j refentments 

1 

before it, appeafed ; and aboundlefs liberality; 
thefe are not the qualities of little foulsi 
“ Thou ait kind, friend Menihara^ faid Laghu- 
patanaca, and art ever difpofed to give a juH 
protedtion. 

“ As the poet fays : 

By means of the good, are the good extri- 
cated from difficulties , as elephants who flick 
in a quagmire, can be drawn out only by 
elephants ! 

An honefi man is delighted with an honefl 
“ man ; but the bafe take no delight in the jufl 5 
“ as the bee approaches the lotus with a foft 
murmur, not the frog who flays fixed in one 
“ fpot. 

“ Again : 

‘‘ He is the only valuable man, he is the rnofl 
“ excellent; he is a man ofreal worth, from whofe 
“ prefence neither they who afk alms, nor they 
who feek^protedlion, depart hopelefs ^or un- 
fuccefsful. 



50 


IirrOPADL'SA. 


The three true friends, thcicfcn'c, feeding 
and loving at pleafure, lived with content and 
“ happinefs. Sometime aftci,an antelope, named 
“ Chttrdnga^ oi painted-hide, fliewmg great 
“ maiks of fear, came to the place where the 
“ friends weie all'embled ; each of them per- 
“ ceivmg his appioach, looked back with appre- 
“ henfion of dangci . the toitoife entered the 
“ Watei, the lat his hole, and the crow flew to 
the top of a tree. The crow, hov\e\CT, look- 
‘‘ ing round to a conliderable diRance, law no 
“ juft giound of diead , and on his report they 
“ all reaflcmbled. When the toitoife [krcei\cd 
‘‘ the fawn, he faid : Welcome, good antelope, 
enjoy here the pleafuic of grazing at will; and 
“ honom this foreft by making it your abode. I 
“ am tenified by a hunter, faid (Mnti miga^ and 
“ come to feek youi prolcdlion. He who rc- 
“ jedts another, fceking his piotedlion, commits 
“ a Clime, fay the learned, equal to that of kill- 
“ ing a Brahman. I am dcfirous of obtaining 
“ your friendfliip. A contradl of amity with 
you, anfwercd litrnnyaca, is icadily formed 
“ by us. 

“ As the poet fays * 

“ "We may diftinguifli four foils of fiiend- 
“ fliip ; that contracted by our fons, that by our 
“ kinfmen, that tranfmittcd by our anceftors,, 
“ and that which prefeives ouifclves flora 
‘‘ danger. 
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Live here then without any diftindiion be- 
tween our abode, and your own home. 

“ When the antelope heard this he was de- 
“ lighted, and having grazed and roamed at his 
‘‘ eafe, drank foihe water from a pool, and flept 
by the fide of it, under the fhade of a tree. 

According to the couplet ; 

Spring water, the fhade of the ^ Bata-tiee, 
and a houfe built with bricks; thefe are warm 
in the cold feafon, and cool m the' hot. 

“ Friend antelope, faid Men^hara when he 
waked, what can’ft thou fear in this unfre- 
‘‘ quented thicket, which hunters feldom or 
never vifit? 

“ The antelope anfwered. In the country of 
‘‘ Cahnga is a prince, named Rucmangada, who 
' “ advancing with preparations to fubdue the 

adjacent regions, has fixed his ftation near the 
“ river Chandrabhdga ; and a report has pre- 
vailed that he will come with a party of 
“ huntfmen early in the morning towards the 
lake Caf'pura^ fo that our ftay here this mom— 
“ ing appears dangerous ; fuggeft fome con^ 
“ trivance for our fafety. 

“ The tortoife Fearing this, faid, with marks 
of Tear ; I will conceal myfelf in this pond^ 

I 

f 

Ficus of Linnseus. 
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“ The ciow and antelope faid : We will feck 
a different hiding-place. 

‘‘ Ment’hara^ faid the rat, laughing, has an 
“ advantage in returning to the water : what 
“ advantage has an animal who lives only on 
“ land ? 

“ Thus it is faid : 

“ Water is the ftrength of aquatic animals, a 
“ moat of thofe who inhabit it, their own coun- 
“ try of thofe who travel on foot, and of piinces" 
‘‘ valoui ; with this admonition, friend Mr;;/ - 
hara^ be it as you deteimine j yet, when the 
‘‘ banker’s fon faw the woman flrike her brcafl:, 
he was unhappy, and fuch unhappincfs will 
“ befall you if we aic injured. How was that ? 
“ faid the company. 

In the countiy of Caiiyacnja^ faid the rat, 
“ is a prince named Virafcna^ and his fon, named 
‘‘ Furangabala, holds the vice-royalty of alaigc 
“city called Virapiua\ the piince was im- 
menfely rich, and in thepiime of youth. As 
“ he was walking in the city, under his com- 
“ mand, he faw a mofl lovely giil named 
“ Lavanyanjati, or (with a line complexion) the 
“ wife of a banker. When he came to his 
“ palace, his mind being diftraded with palTion, 
“ he fent a female meffenger to her. Lavanya- 
“ on her pait, w^as delighted with the fight 
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of the piince, and her bofom was rent with the 
“ arrow of love, fo that fhe fixed her mind on 
him alone. 

“ As it IS written : 

“No man is hated by woman, and none is 
“ tiuly beloved by them; "as cattle 'in a foreft 
“ feek for pafture frefh and frefh. 

“ This damfel, therefore, having heard the 
“ difcourfe of the female meffenger, fpoke thus : 

I am wholly at the fervice of my hufband : 

“ how then can this be complied with ? 

It is written : ' 

“ She is a wife, who is attentive to her fa- 
mily ; fhe is a wife, who is the life of her 
“ hufband j fhe is a wife, who faithfully ferves 
“ him ; fhe is not to be named a wife, in whom 
“ a hufband is not happy. 

“ A hufband who has called on the fire to attefi: 

“ his faith, is furely the foie afylum of his wife ; 

“ the beauty of a cocil is his fong ; the beauty 
“ of a woman is obedience to her hufband ; the 
“ beauty of the ugly is learning ; meeknefs is 
“ the beauty of the pious ; but if the lord of my 
“ life fhall tell me to do fuch things, I am ready to 
“ commit even this great fin ' Is this true? faidthe 
“ woman. Terfedtly true, anfwered Lavanyavati. 

“ The female emiffary reported all this con- 
“ verfation to T^urangabala\ and when the prince , 
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heard it, he faid : the man muft be invited, 
and bring his wife here, and then fhe may 
be gained. But how can this be eifedted, faid 
“ the woman, think of fome contrivance. ' 

“ For it is written : 

“ That may be accomplifhed by a ftratagem, 
“ which force cannot accomplifh . an elephant 
‘‘ was llain by a fliakal, who led him into a 
quagmire. 

Turangabada afked, How that happened ? 
“ and the old woman anfweied : 

‘‘ In the forefl; of Brahfjia lives an elephant, 
“ named Carpuratilica^ whom, when the fhakals 
faw, they faid among themfelves. If this ani- 
mal can, by any ftratagem, be killed we Ihall 
be fupplied with food from his carcafe for 
four months. An old fhakul upon this boldly 
faid : By my fagacity and courage his death 
‘‘ fhall be efiedfed. He accordingly went clofe 
“ to the elephant, and fainting him by bending 
“ his whole body, thus addrefled him . Divine 
beaft ' grant me the favour of an interview. 
“ Who art thou ? faid the elephant, and whence 
“ doll thou come hither ? I am, replied he, a 
fhakal, furnamed Little and Wife, and am fent 
into thy prefence by the alTembled inhabitants 
of thefe woods. Since the vaft foreft cannot 
fubfift without a king, it is therefore deter- 
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^ mined to peiform the ceremony of wafhing 
“ thee, as fovereign of the foiefl j thee who art 
poffefled of every princely virtue. 

“ Thus it IS faid : 

He who is eminent in birth, virtue, and 
piety, fplendid, juft, perfedl in morals, is fit to 
“ be a ruler in this woild. 

“ Again : 

“ Let a man fii ft choofe his king, then his 
wife, and then acquire his property. 

‘‘ If there be no king among mortals, whence 
‘‘ can riches flow ? Befides, a king, like the 
“ clouds, is the fuppoiter of all animals : when 
“ the clouds produce no rain, or the king is 
vitious, no being can live. 

“ Farther : 

A mail always intent on gain, is bound to 
ad; well in this life, almoft wholly by the fear 
of punifliinent ; and an honeft man is hard to 
be found ' Thus a woman is obliged by the 
dread of punifliinent to take a hufband of her 
own family, though he be bafe, or dull, fick, 
or poor. 

“ Left, therefore, the fortunate time for thy 
inauguration fliould flip away, come quickly; 
fo faying, he rofe, and erediiig his tail, ran on ; 
** while the elephant, conceiving in his mind the 
defire of royalty, marched in the fame road 
with the fliakal, and ftuck in a deep bog. 
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Friend £hakal, faid he, what can now be con- 
trived for my efcape ? I am fallen into a quag- 
“ mire, and cannot rife out of it. The fliakal 
faid, laughing . Take hold of my tail, my 
“ lord, and get out by the help of it. Such is 
“ the fruit, faid the elephant, of my confidence 
in your deceitful fpeech, 

“ As the poet fays : 

If thou enjoy eft the company of the good, 
“ then wilt thou thyfelf be happy (good) ; but if 
thou falleft into company with the wicked, 
then wilt thou fall indeed ’ 

“ Therefore, I faid ; That may be accorn- 
“ phfhed by a ftratagem, &c. 

Afterwards, by the old woman’s advice, the 
“ prince took into his fervice the banker’s fon, 
‘‘ named Charudatta^ the hufband of his be- 
‘‘ loved, and employed him in all confidential 
“ affaiis. One daj- the prince coming frefh from 
the bath, adorned with gold and gems, faid to 
him : I muft celebrate the Gauri Puja for a 
whole month ; and on each day, beginning 
“ from the prefent, thou muft bring me, in turn, 
“ a young woman of good family, who may 
‘‘ pray for rhe to the goddefs as fervently as fhe 
“ can. Chdrudatta accordingly brought a young 

* Gaiin^ one of the najnes of the confprt of St-va, alfo, a 
fair young woman. 
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“ woman of ran^c, and delivered to him, and 
then concealed himfelf to difcover what he 
“ would do ; but the prince, without even 
“ touching the damfel, decoiated her with a rich 
“ drefs, paid his adoration together with her to 
‘‘ the goddefs, and inftantly difmilTed her with 
a guard The hufband haying feen this, with 
an eager defire of gain, next day brought and 
“ introduced his own wife to the prince, who 
“ knowing Lcmgala’vatiy whom he tenderly 
“ loved, immediately arofe,and clofely embraced 
her, and his eyes expanding with joy, led her 
‘‘ to a couch adorned with gems j whilfl: Cha- 
rutta^ having written this on his mind, but 
“ ignorant how he fiiould-ad;, ftood by afflidied 
and tormented. Thus, therefore, mufl: thou 
“ a6l and fuggeft fome prudent fcheme. The 
toitoife, however, not regarding this friendly 
difcourfe, abandoned the lake and ftole away, 
“ while the rat, and the other friends, followed 
' him. As they advanced a little farther on, a 
“ huntfman, beating the thicket, found 'the tor- 
“ toife, and having tied him to his bow, brought 
“ him in painful agitation to^ his houfe. The 
“ fawn, the rat, and the crow, feeing this, were 
“ opprefled with grief. The rat mournfully ex- 
“ claimed : I find no end of misfortunes : like 
“ a perfon v^hq attempts to'traverfe the ocean, 
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one calamity is followed by another, and to 
“ this pain many dangeis are added. 

“ Yet moie ; 

“ A fiiendfhip arifing from nature, grows by 
“ a change of fortune; and a viituous being 
“ abandons, not even in danger, a fiiendfhip 

I 

which art has not formed. 

“ Not in a mother, not in wives, not in a 
‘‘ twin brother, not in a fon, can men have fuch 
“ confidence, as in a friend united by confor- 
mity of difpofition ’ 

“ Thus am I extremely mifeiable ’ Alas, my 
unhappy deftiny ! ' 

“ It is therefore wiitten : 

‘‘ Happinefs and mifery are caufed by each 
man’s adls in a foimei ftate: thus, in this 
life even, I fee the bad fiuits of a preceding 
“ birth. 

“ The body approaches to decay ; and liches 
“ produce danger, in coming and departing : all 
“ things that grow are fubjedt to dilTolution. 

“ Then, being yet more anxious, he faid : 
The prefer vers -from grief, from enemies, 
‘‘ from fear, the feat of affedion and confidence 
“ is friendfhip, a little word of two fyllables. 
By whom was this precious gem created ? 

“ An unron producing true affedion, the de- 
irght of both eyes and heart, a precious vafe. 
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in which to depofit both pleafui e and pain, is 
hard to be acquiied , but fuch friends, as in 
time of profperity make a buftle through defire 
of gain, are eveiy wheie to be found. Their 
fincerity inufl be tried by the touchftone of 
adverlity. 

‘‘ Then the rat, with various emotions of aii- 
guifli, thus addrefled the crow and the fawn : 
“ As long as the hunter fhall remain in the 
‘‘ wood, an effort muft be made to recover the 
toitoife. 

“ Both of them faid : Tell us quickly what 
muft bedone. 

“ Let the fawn, faid Hiranyaca^ go near the 
“ pond, and, lying motionlefs, make himfelf ap- 
“ pear as if he was dead, while the crow^ fitting 
on him, pecks him a little with his beak ; 
“ when the greedy hunter fees this, he will cer- 
tainly leave the tortoife, and go haftily for the 
“ fiefh of the antelope ; I, in the mean time, 
“ will gnaw the firing which' binds our friend ! 
“ The fawn and crow both w^’ent, and did 
“ immediately as they were directed. The 
“ hunter being fatigued had drank fome water, 
and was fitting under a tree, when he fawthe 
*■ ‘ antelopefall. Then taking a large knife he 
‘‘ went with great joy towards him, while 
^‘■'Hiranyaca gnawed in two the firing, upon 
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“ which the tortoife repaired with all poflible 
‘‘ fpced to the pool, and funk in the w’^ater. 

When the antelope fav/ the hunter approach 
“ he lofe and ran away, while the ciow flew 
“ into the air. As foon as the lapacious hunter 
xetuined to the tree, he milTcd the toitoife, and 
with vexation exclaimed : This is the con- 
fequence of having a 61 :cd unadvifedly. 

He who leaves things ceilain, and purfues 
things' uncertain, lofes what he had obtained, 
“ and mifles what he experts. 

“ The hunter then returned home, while the 
toitoife and his fi lends, all fice from danger, 
“ returned to their flations, and palTcd their lives 
‘‘ with pleafiire. 

“ Make friends, both fliong and weak, as 
you fee how the tortoife was releafed from 
bondage by a rat.” 

The princes then faid wdth delight ; “ The 
happy union of thefe friends wdll conti ibute to 
“ our improvement 

“ Let this then be your great objedf, and moie 
than this,” faid VtJJmufarman, 

“ As it is wTitten : 

“ Attach thyfelf to a virtuous friend, and 
‘‘ bring dovm the goddefs of abundance on thy 
country. 'Let kings nourifli and protect the 
“ world ; conflantly fixed in the path of juftice; 
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let virtue be wedded to you, O monarclis ' that - 
‘‘ you may give happinefs to the hearts of the 
“ virtuous ; and may the God, who decorates 
his brow with a waning moon, grant felicity 
“ to all mankind I” 


THE END OF THE FIRST BOOR. 



BOOK THE SECOND. 




f 

Suhridhheday or the Breach of FnendbliijJ* 

TTlE princes then faid: “ Great fir, the acqiii^ 
‘‘ fition of friends has been heard , it is our de- 
“,firc now to hear a difcouife on the breach of 
“ friendfhip ” 

‘‘ Hear then,” faid ViJImufarman^ “ the book 
Suhridbljcda, of which tliis is the fix ft veiTe* 

“ The gi*eat and encrcafed fi'iendfliip of the 
lion' and the bull, in the foreft, was broken by 
“ an artful and covetous fliakal.” 

“ How was that ?” faid the piinces. 
VtJJdmifarman anfweied : ‘'In the countiy 
“ of DacJJjin, or South, is a city named SoiroeV’^ 
“ where lived a veiy lich bankci*, named 

“ Verddhajjiana ; who, with all his wealth, feeing 
“ others veiy opulent, ftill refolved to encieafe 
“ his own riches. 

“ For: 

“ Whofe greatnefs is not occafioned by feeing 
“ others lower and lower than himfelf ? All 

“ men are poor who fee others higher and higher 

> 

“ than them. 

“ He who thinks himfelf well provided for 
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by fmall pofTeffions, will not, in my opinion, 
“ have them encreafed by the Creator of the 
“ world. 

“ Luchmi^ the goddefs of piofperity, defires 
not to dwell with a lazy unemployed man. 

“ May women be unable fo biing forth a 
“ fon, who fhall not exert himfelf, who is dif~ 
“ contented, w.eak, and giving pleafure to his 
foes. 

“ Gain all you can, and what you gain, keep 
“ with care ; what you keep, encreafe, and what 
‘ you encreafe, bellow on good works. 

“ The man who neither gives in charity, nor 
‘‘ enjoys his wealth, which every day encreafes, 
“ breathes, indeed, like the bellows of a fmith ; 
“ but cannot be faid to live. 

He who augments not his fubflance, 
“ though he fpends little, wafles away like a 
‘‘ medicine applied to weak eyes. Riches not 
‘‘ employed, are of no ufe. 

“ Let a man, who remarks the fpeedy wafle 
“ of eye- water, and the quick encreafe of a white 
“ ant’s nefl, fuffer no day to pafs unfruitful' in 
charity, Rudy, and good works ! 

“ By the fall of water-drops the pot is filled j 
Rich is the encreafe of riches, of knowledge, 
and of virtue ! 

“ Having thus meditated, the banker yoked 
“ his two bulls, nam.ed Sanjtvaca and Nandaca ; 
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“ and having laden a -waggon -wdth various ar* 
“ tides of tiade, repaiied towards Cafimtr, 

“ Since : 

What burden is too great for thofe who can 
bear it? What is.diftance to thofe who have 
important affairs ? What is refidencc in a fo- 
reign countiy to the learned ? Vv^ho is a 
‘‘ fpieigncr to thofe w^ho fpeak civilly'' 

“ As he was travelling. on a mountain, called 
Sudiu'ga^ his bull, named Sanjivaca^ fell and 
broke his knee ; which the merchant obfcrving, 
‘‘ thus faid to himfelf : 

“ Let a wufe moialift tianfad his bufinefs in 
all parts of the world, his reward will be, that 
which is fixed in the mind of God ! 

“ Farthei . 

The man who poffeffes true learning, muR 
act when he is fent on bufinefs with difpatch : 
“ knowledge ceitainly prefcribes difpatch in the 
foul of man ; but fear, which is the luin of all 
‘‘ adions, muR be laid afide on all occafions . by 
difcaiding fear, and difcharging oiir duty, fuc^- 
“ cefs is obtained. 

So faying, he left Smijivaca^ and having 
“ yoked another bull, packed up his goods and 
“ proceeded. Sanjivaca^ towards the end of the 
‘‘ day, rofe up, as well as he could, by the help 
‘‘ of his three legs. 
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" ' “ Of an^ animal plunged in the ocean, fallen 
from a mountain, or bitten by a fnake, the 
• “ allotted will of heaven preferyes the life. 

“ Some days having paft, Sanjivaca was able 
‘‘ to traverfe the foreft, where grazing and fport- 
ing at pleafure, he was delighted, grew plump 
‘‘ and ftrong, and lowed with vehemence. 

In the fame foreft a lion, named Pt?igalica, 
“ was enjoying the delight of dominion -obtained 
“ by his O'wn arm. 

As it is written : 

There is no waftiing in holy water ; no 
homage paid by beafts to a lion who gains 
power by his own ftrength ; his empire is 
from himfelf. 

“ One day the lion, diftradted by thirft, went 
near the Tamuna with intention to drink of 
its Vv’-ater, and there the lowing of the bull, a 
found before unheard by him, firft ftruck his 
‘‘ ear, like the roaring of a thunder cloud ; upon 
‘‘ which he retired without tailing the water, 
and returned, intimidated, to his own den, 
ftandihg lllent, and confidering what it could 
be. In this pofture he was perceived by two 
fhakals, fons of his minifter, named Carataca 
“ and Damanaca ; the fecond of whom, ob- 
ferving it, thus addreffed the former : Friend 
Carataca^ for what reafon did the lion, who 
VOL, XI, F 



SUHRIDBHEDA, OR THE 


€S 

“ was thiifty, ftay fo flioit a time, that he coulJ 
not tafte that clear watei ? My friend, an- 
‘‘ fwered Carataca^ it is my opinion, that we 
“ have not attended to perform fome fervice; but 
“ why fhould we ftrive to guefs what he wants, 
“ for we have both been long hated by the king, 
“ and yet great pain is endured by us, 

“ As it is faid : 

“ See what is done by fervants, who feek 
“ wealth by their fervice ; their bodies are un- 
der the command of another, and their own 
is taken away by fools ! 

“ Again : 

While men, protected by others, bear the 
pain of cold, heat, and wind, the learned and 
pious aie happy in the enjoyment of bodily 
eafe. 

“Yet more ; 

That life is good which is not fuftained by 
“ another : If they who are dependent on others- 
be truly alive, who are dead ? 

“ Befides : 

“ Come, go, fall, Rand up, fpeak, keep filencer 
thus do the rich fport with their wealth, which 
“ fwallow up thofe who are caught by ex- 
“ pedation. 

“ For : 

- f The foolifh, through defiie of gain, make 
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tliemfelves like harlots, polifhing and improve 
ing themfelves, and offering prefents to other 
“ men. 

“ Farther*. 

“ Servants, that their tnafter may not be in' a 
paffion, ftridly obey his very look, which, 
‘‘ by its nature, is Variable. 

“ And it is added : 

“ He falutes for the fake of gain ; for the fake 
of living he refigns the privileges of life ; he is 
‘‘ miferable for the fake of pleafute. 

“ Who, if fuch a one be called wife, deferves 
the name of fool ? , 

“ Still farther : 

If he be filent, he is called a fool ; if elo- 
‘‘ quent, a madman, or a pratler ^ at hand, an 
“ artful fellow ; at a diftance, a bad attendant ; i£ 
“ patient, a coward ; if he cannot endure bad 
“ treatment, an errant rafcal : the duty of a fer- 
‘‘ vant is extremely hard, and not performable 
even by faints ! 

“ This, replied Damamca, is not always to , 
be fuppofed, for w'hy fhould not the great be 
ferved for the fake of their favour ? They 
who are foon pleafed, and gratify the wilhes 
‘‘ of their fervants. 

“ Again : 

“ Whence fhould men out of place have 
I* wealth, which makes others give way to the 

F 3 
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fan grooms of their hoifes ? Whence fhould 
they prdcuie white ' umbrellas with long 
fticks, hoifes, elephants, and a troop of at- 
tendants ? 

“ Carataca rejoined: Yet, what is our ^er- 
vice ?v we ought certainly to leave it. 

Maik * 

'' He who defires to perform what is not his 
bufmefs, falls dead to the ground, like the 
‘‘ monkey who took up the timber. How, faid 
Damanaca^ happened that ? 

There is in Magadhadcfa, faid Carataca^ 
near Dhennaranya^ a writer named Siibhada^ 
and intending to give an enteitainment, a new 
alTembly loom was begun to be built; a car- 
penter having fowed through part of a beam 
it fell on the ground, and a wedge v^as fixt 
between the two pieces of wood. In that 
place a held of large monkeys, inhabitants of 
the foreft, came playing tricks ; and one of 
them, againft whom the ftaif of death was fent, 
having taken the beam with both his paws, fat 
' down upon it ; when the two pieces of fawed 
wood caught him, and he v/as fo ciufhed that 
he periflied : theiefore, I faid, He who defires 
to perforin what is not his^bufinefs, &c. 

Yet, faid Dcimaiiacd^ a fervant muft indu- 
bitably perform the tafk affigned by his mafler. 

And, faid CardtacUy a mafter being abfolute 
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in tlie-^whole extent of Ms-dominipn, may ap- 
point a chief counfellor j a fervant, therefore,' 
Ihould never talk of bufinefs which does not 
‘^belong to him. -'He- who talks of what is 
not his bulinefs, ,eYen through a "regard for 
his mafter, may be beaten, .like the afs, with ’ 
‘‘ clamorous reproof, and die of pain I ■ - 
‘‘ How, faid T>a7na7iaca^ did that happen? 

“ In Vara 7 ias^ replied Ca7-qtaca (or Ba7^a7iajt^ 
not Be7iqresj^ViYtdL a Wafh'erman^ named Ca7'-^ 
purapata-, one night having amufed himfelf' 
‘‘,with his young wife, he fell fall; afleep j when 
a thief entered his hpufe to fteal his deaths. 
“ In the court-yard an afs was tied, and a dog 
fat by him. 

“ The afs faid to the dog : This is your bu- 
finefs ; What means this ? Why doll not thou 
bark loud, and wake our mafter .?■ Why ftiouldft 
thou talk of my bufinefs ? faid the dog ; thou ' 
knoweft the whole, and as well as I have long- 
guarded this man’s houfe 5 for this reafon, he 
“ has long, while he had no fear, ceafed to think 
of my food, and now wholly negleds to give 
“ it : fuch is the neglect of mafters, when they 
“ fee nothing alarming. 

Hear, thou blockhead, faid the afs, the ca- 
“ nine race is by nature impure, and not to be 
touched, and fee what they become by fervice ; 
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for, what foit of a fervant, or what foit of a 
“ friend is he, who begs for food while he is 
doing his duty? 

Hear too, faid the dog : 

“ What fort of a mafter is that, who does not 
‘‘ honour his fervants while they difcharge their 
« duty ? 

“ Since it is written : 

“ To protect fervants, to ferve mafteis, and 
to difcharge moral duties, there is no need of 
“ diagging by violence ! 

‘‘ The afs, in a paflion, faid : Thou art an old 
“ finner; but as to Vvdiat thou fayeft of defert- 
ing the bufmefs of my mafter, be it fo ; and 
“ let me take fuch meafures as will awakerj 
him ! 

Since : 

“ With the back a man fliould venerate the 
fun, with his breaft the fire, his mafter with 
‘‘ every circumftance, and thofe of other worlds 
with fincerity ! 

“ Thus having fpoken, he brayed aloud ; upon 
which the waflierman, awakened by the found, 
and enraged that his lazy dumber was in- 
“ terrupted, beat the afs violently with his 
“ waftiing ftick. Therefore, I fay : He who 
talks, &c. 

The bufmefs appointed for us both by our ' 
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lord, IS the hunting for game, and let us talk 
of what belongs to us : but of this incident 
“ there is, no occafion to talk ; we are both fed 
with a quantity of food, and even a remnant 
‘‘ is left. Damanaca anfwered, with anger : 
“ What, doell thou-ferve the king for food only I 
^•' This was abfurdly faid, 

: ' , *‘,For : 

... 'o 

To benefit friends and punifh enemies, a 
^ great man feeks the favour of a prince ; not 
‘‘ merely to fill his belly ! 

I : /‘ Yet more : 

Such a life many lead ; ' and let fuch a man 
‘‘ live : . What ! does not the crow fill his crop 
by means of his bill ? 1 

See ; 

With five pana’s of fhells any man may 
“ procure attendance ; and any man, by ftronger 
“ reafoh, with a hundred thoufand ! But a fej:- 
‘‘.vant, yrho a6ls well, is not acquired by ten 
myriads. 

“ Service is extremely odious in the human 
“ fpecies, who are all equal Can he who is not 
“ the chief in it, be numbered anjong living 
creatures ? 

“ Thus too it is faid ? 

Between a horfe, an elephant, and iron uten- 
‘‘‘ _fils ; between wood, ftone, and cloth ; between 
man, woman, and water, there is an extreme 
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diveifity ; fee alfo the diflcrence between a 
mafter and a Have. 

“ The dog belonging to him Vv*ho gives him 
a cake of boiled nee, wags his tail, bends his 
legs, and falls on the ground, fhewing his' 
teeth and his belly ; while’ the princely ele- 
“ pliant looks ftedfafl;ly,and with an hundred foft 
words, is, at length, only picvailed on to talie 
“ fuch food as he likes. 

‘‘Yet more : 

“ That coiirfe which men purfue for afhoit 
“ time, but with lafling renown, never fepdi'ated 
“ from learning, valour, and fame, -tliiif the 
wife truly call living ; not that of the crow, or^ 
“ raven, who live, indeed, long, and devour their 
‘‘ food ' • - * ' 

“ Again; ’ •' ' 

“What is the diftindlion between ^ a 'mere 
“ brute, and that man-beaft wdio has no'know- 
ledge or thought of wrong, or light, vhom 
the affemblies of the learned in heavenly wif- 
“ dom drive from their company, and who feeks 
“ only the gratification of his appetite. 

“ Both of us now are without authoiity; 
“ what have we then tp do with this confider- 
“ ation ? 

“ How long a time, replied Damamca^ is a 
“ counfellor acquiring reputation, or degrada- 
, lion I 
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Not every perfon here below becomes great' 
by his nature, or obedient, or wicked, or ac- 
quires -the rank of Ijpiritual , guide, or his de-' 
puty; a man's own efforts are what make him 
a man ! 

! 

' “ Yet more : ' ^ - 

. As a Rone is raifed with great labour tip a 
mountain, but is thrown down in an inftant ; 
thus are our virtues ' acquired with difficulty, 
‘1, and our vices with eafe. 

‘‘ What then doft thou purpofe ? faid 
taca. 

Of this Pmgalaca^ our mafter, faid Da?m- 
mctc a ^ I would know- by what fear he was’ 
“ moved to return and lie quiet. What, faid 
Carataca, doft thou know of it ? What , an- 
fwered he, may not be known by it ? 

“ A meaning, well explained, is underftood by 
“ a biute; horfes and elephants, when driven, 
c'airy burdens^ but a fkilful peifon under-' 
ftands what is not ipoken ; a good under- 
“ ftanding certainly reaps the fruit of knowing 
‘‘ another’s intention. I therefore, by fpeaking 
“ of fear in fit, or unfit difcourfe, will make this 
lion my own. ' ■ 

Since it is written: 

He is truly wife who knows a fpeech adapt- 
ed to the occafion^ a friend natuially attached 
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to him ; and lefentment proportioned to hi§ 
Riength ! 

' My friend, faid Carataca^ it has long been 
obferved by me, that thou art very learned ; 
“ why then ait thou unfit for feiVice? 

‘‘ Since it is faid : 

‘‘ He who enters the chamber of his lord with- 
out being oidered ; who talks much with- 
nut being alked ; who confiders himfelf as a 
favouri e, has a dull underftanding. 

“ My good friend, faid Da77ianaca^ why fliould 
I be unfit ‘for feivice ? 

“ Obfeive : 

What is there in its nature which is fair, or 
“ unfair ? What is pleafing to any one, that is 
“ beauty to him ? 

“ Thus : 

Whatfoever is the nature of any man, by 
means of knowing that, a wife perfon enteis 

“ into his heart, and foon lays him .under an 

\ 

“ obligation. 

“Yet more : 

“ He who fays, Here am I, and order me in 
‘‘ every thing ; and he w^ho performs what is 
ordered, as well as he is able^ attaches his 
“ matter to him. 

“ Further : 

He who difobeys the commands of princes, 
“ who pays no attention to Brahmans, who 
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fleeps'with different women, is wounded and 
flain without a weapon. 

• “ Still farther : 

“ A minifter, who is fincere, learned, not 
covetous, continually attending, like a ffiadow, 
not refufing any talk'impofed, he d'^ells in the 
palace of a prince. „ ’ ' ‘ 

“ If thou goeft, faid Carataca, at any unfea- 
“ fonable time, our mafter will be difpleafed with 
thee, 

‘‘ Be it fo, faid the other, yet a fervant ought 
certainly to prefent himfelf. 

Since ; 

“ To begin no work for fear of doing wrong, 
is the way of a bad man : What man, my bro- 
“ ther, would abandon food for fear of indi- 
geftion ? 

“ Again : 

“ A prince favours a man who is neareft to 
him, though void of learning, of rank, and of 
probity. 

“To fum up all : 

“ A king, a woman, and a creeping plant, 
“ alike twine round him who ffands by their 
fide, 

“ Let us fee, faid Carataca^ what thou wilt 
“ fay firft, my friend, when thou haft gone thi- 
ther. 
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“ Firftjfaid Damhiaca^ I miifl know whether 
he is favouiably, or unfavourably, di/pofed. 
What means are there, faid Carataca, of 
knowing this ? Hear, he anfwered. 

‘‘ By feeing him fmile-at a diftance ; by the 
“ great regard fliewn in queflions 5 by praifing 
“ the abfent ; by bringing agreeable events to 
remembrance. 

Again: 

Favourable difcouife to a fer\’’ant ; prefents 
that denote' alfeftion ; 'even in blaming faults, 
taking notice of virtues 5 thefe arc the manners 
of a kind mafter. 

It is' alfo faid : ^ 

’ f 

By taking up the whole time of a feiwant 5 
by encreafing expedtation ; by denying reward ; 
a fcnfibleman knows this to be the condud: of 
an ill-difpofed lord. 

“ When I have well confidercd all this, the 
lion will become docile to my puipofe 5 then 
will I fpeak. 

“ Since : 

The wife exhibit, as clearly as if it were 
‘‘ difplayed before our eyes, the dodrine be- 
‘‘ longing to the fcience of ethicks. That danger 
“ arifes from pointing out evil, and fuccefs from 
pointing out a remedy. 

“ Still, my good friend, faid Carataca^ it is 
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not proper for thee "to ufe unfeafonable dlf- 
courfe. 

“ Since: 

“ If Vt'thafpafi himfelf were to fpeak unfea- 
fonably, he would meet not only with lofs of 
reputation for fenfe, but with difgrace. 
Daf?ianaca having confidered this, faid: Fear 
“ not, friend, F will not fpeak an unfeafonable 
word. 

Since : 

In imminent danger, in the puifuit of evil 
“ objects, in a feafon unpropitious for adtion, a 
“ fervant who feeks the love of his mailer, mull 
‘‘ fpeak even without ' being alked ! If, there-^ 
“ fore, I mull not fpeak on fuch a proper oe- 
“ cafion, my olEce of counfellor is reduced to 
nothing. 

Since : 

‘‘ Applaufe is given by good men to him who 
Ihews munificence ; and that virtue Ihould be 
, “ preferved arid augmented by him who polTelTes 
“ it. Confent, therefore, brother : I go, that I 
“ may profper in my bufinefs. 

Happinefs attend thee, faid Carat aca^ and 
may what thou defirell be attained ! 

“ Damanaca then went towards the lion with,- 
a timid air ; and when Pmgalaca, from a dif- 
“ tance, ordered him, with kindnefs, to enter 
the cave, he made a refpedtful bow with his 
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‘‘ whole body, and fat down. Son of my conn- 
“ fellor, faid the king, it is long fince thou haft 
appeared before me. Sir, faid he, great princes 
“ have no need of a fervant like me, yet every 
“ fervant, on a proper occaiion, muft prefent 
‘‘ himfelf before his lord : for this leafon I come. 
But : 

‘‘ They, by whom the earth, abounding with 
‘‘ fweet fcents, and lofty elephants, and cut with 
“ an hundred weapons, caft infields of battle, is 
‘‘ continually delighted, when even they ap- 
proach their monarch, their words falter as if 
“ their gieat fear had cut them in pieces ! Here 
‘‘ certainly there is need of fuch dread, for veiy 
good reafon. 

As it is faid : 

‘‘ Great lords have need of a little infl-Tument 
‘‘ to rub their teeth, and to tickle their ears. 

Oh ! what need muft they have of a man 
‘‘ who has fpeech and hands ? 

“ And if my lord thinks, that by my coming 
late I have loft my underftanding ; that is not 
“ the cafe. 

- Since : 

“ A gem is worn on the feet, and glafs is 
raifed on the head . as it is, fo let it be ; yet 
glafs is glafs, and a gem, a gem. 

Again ; 

“ Lofs of fenfe is not to be imagined in a firm- 



BREACH OF FRIENDSHIP. 75 

\ 

hearted man, improperly repulfed : fire may 
fall down, but the flame defcends not with it 
“ for any confiderable time. 

'' Sir, a maflier mufl; make difliindiiions ; when 
a prince, without diftinguiflimg good fervants 
“ from bad, behaves equally to all, then is the 
“ fatisfaftion of thofe who worked with content 
“ reduced to nothing. 

“ Three forts of men, O king ^ the higheft, 
the middle, and the loweft, let their matter 
‘‘ exercife alike in three forts of employment. 

“ Thus too : 

Men employ fervants, and wear ornaments 
‘‘ in a proper place ; a jewel for the head, is 
not fixed on the feet : thus is the matter un- 
derttood. 

“ Still more : 

If a gem, aptly made for an ear-ring of gold, 
be fet in brafs, it neither moves with a pleafing 
“ found, nor makes a beautiful appearance, but 
brings reproach on the jeweller. 

Obferve : 

This man is wife, or well affedted ; here 
are both qualities : this is a fool : a prince, 
thus knowing how to confider his fervants, 
abounds with good ones. 

“ Yet : 

“ A horfe j a weapon j a book ; a lute ; 
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fpeecli; a man ; and a woman ; all tliefc, ac- 
cording to the diftindlion of the perfons in 
whofc hands they fall, are ufelcfs, or valuable. 
“ Bcfides : 

“ What life is there in a favourite without va- 

“ lour ? What in a heio without good'condudt ? 

/ 

Me, who am both dear to thee, and able to 
feive thee, O king’' thou fliouldeft not defpife. 
“ Since : 

i 

Fiom the prince’s difrcgaid, his family of 
attendance become unintelligent ; then, on 
“ this account, not one man of fenfe icmains near 
him : when a piince is deferted by the wife, 
his morals aie not viituous; and when his 
‘‘ morals aic coirupted, the whole nation is en~ 
fccblcd, and receive dctiiment. 

Y et more : 

All countries conftantly lefpedt thofe who 
are refpeded by the prince ; but he who is 
difgraccd by the king, is difg raced by all. 

‘‘ Farther Rill : 

Apt woids muR be taken by the wife even 
fi om a child : when the light of the fun difap- 
“ pcais, what is not the luRre of a torch ? YFe 
“ arc true fervants, favoured by great monaichs, 
“ and our condudl is not altered. 

‘‘ My good fiicnd, faid Fmgalaca, why doR 
thou fay this ? Thou ait the fon of my chief 
miniRcr, and yet, fiom fome bad jcepoit, haft 
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not come to me for fo long a time ; now, fnce 
‘‘ thou art come, fpeak as thy mind prompts 
thee. Sir, faid Damanaca, I alk one queftion ; 
When thou foughteft the river, why didft thou 
“ return without drinking water, like an affright- 
“ ed perfon ? 

“ The lion anfwered ; It^ is aptly faid, my 
“ good friend ; who of my people is there to 
“ whom my fecret Ihould be told ? Where is 
“ there a place to fpeak with' confidence ? 

“ Neverthelefs : 

I tell thee ; hear ; This foreft is inhabited 
“ by large beafts, and- fiiould therefore be for- 
faken by us. Was not a loud noife heard by 
thee ? The animal mufl; be of enormous force, 
“ if his firength be equal to the found of his 
“ voice. 

Sir, faid l^amanacb.-, this is certainly a great 
“ caufe of dread, for I have heard the noife ; 

but what fort of a counfellor would he be, 
‘‘ who fhould immediately advife a defertion of 
“ the country, or a commencement of hofti- 
“ lities ? 

Befides 

‘‘ It is the duty, fir, of fervants, to find a re-., 
fource ; for a man kuows the pre-eminence 
and fuperior goodnefs of a friend, a woman, a 
“ fet of fervants, his own underftanding and 
VOL, XI, G 
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ftrength, by trying them with the touchftone 
of danger. 

“ My friend, faid the lion, a great fear made 

me indifpofed. If it were not fo, faid Dama-- 

fiaca to himfelf, how wouldeft thou, leaving the 

delight of reigning, converfe with me.' Then 

he faid aloud : Sir, as long as I am alive, fo 

long there is no ground of fear j but Carciiaca^ 

and your other fervants, may alfo be depended 

upon, fince a multitude of, men could hardly 

be found more ferviceable in avoiding danger. 

The king faid . Go thyfelf, and bring Cara- 

‘‘ taca with thee. Damanaca did fo ; and both 

\ 

of them were honoured by the king with all 
forts of precious gifts, and having determined 
“ on the means of avoiding an alarm, they de« 
parted. Carataca going along, faid to Da7na- 
“ naca^ How this danger can be avoided, or 
‘‘ whether it can at all, is unknown to me ; yet, 
“ how elfe can the great promifed favour of the 
“ king be attained ? For without having done a 
good ad:, let no one take a prefent, efpecially 
from a king. 

“ Obferve : 

“ A prince, whofe favour is profperity, in 
“ whofe valour is conqueft, and in whofe anger 
is death, is all glorious. 

A king, whether a^man or a child, muft not 
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be treated with contempt ; in him certainly a 
great divinity appears in human fhape. 

My friend, faid Damanach^ laughing, take 
the protedlion of filence, and be ftilL 

The caufe of this alaim was even before 
known to me ; it is the lowing of a bull, and 
“ bulls arc food for us , I might fay, of a lion 
alfo. 

If it be fo, faid Carataca^ why is our lord 
bioken down with fear? 

We mull not fpeak in this mannef, faid 
Damanaca ; if we quiet his fear, how are we 
“ to acquire this lingular kindnefs ? 

Yet more : 

“ A mailer mull nevef be allowed to think 
the aliillance of his feivants unnecelTaiy. A 
‘‘ fervant who allows a king to perceive this, 
would be like Dedtucariia. How, faid 
7'ataca^ was that ? 

There is, faid Damhiaca^ in the mountain 
called Arbiida^ a lion, named Mabavicar??ia, 
or great in valoui ; when he was alleep in the 
‘‘ hollow of that mountain a rat gnawed the ends 
“ of his hair, which the lion having perceived, 
‘‘ was enraged, but could not catch the lat, who 
returned to his hole j He therefore faid within 
“ himfelf. What mull be done ? Since it is fo, be 
it fo , it has been heard by me, if an enemy bs 
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little, let him go, he is not an object for valonr ; 
“ to kill him, let a combatant equal to himfelf be 
“ appointed. 

Having fettled this, he went,' at night, to 
the village, brought back, with great care, a 
cat named White-ear, to whom he gave meat, 
and kept with great attention in his den. The 
“ rat, through fear of the cat, never came out ; 
“ and the lion, from that time, without having 
“ his hair gnawed, flept comfortably : whenever 
he heard the rat cry, he indulged the cat with 
excellent meats, and other gifts. One day, 
when the rat, periflied with hunger, came out 
of his hole, he was caught, and killed by 
“ White- ear: fome time after, when the lion 
“ had not for a long time heard the voice of the 
rat, his indulgence for the cat was at an end, 
and he gave him no more food, fo that White- 
“ ear became feeble, languid, and like a dead 
animal : for this reafon I fay, A mafter muft 
not be independent of his fervants, 

“ The two fbakals then went to Sanjivaca^ 
and Caratach feated himfelf in ftate under a 
** tree, while Damdnacd went to the, bull, and 
faid ; O bull ’ art thou placed here by king 
Fmgalaca to guard the foreft ^ The general 
requires' your attendance, come fpeedily, or 
depart from this wood, otherwife thou wilt 
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gather unpleafant fruit. The bull, igno- 
rant how the country was governed, went 
with'‘fear, and fainted Caratacd, 

“ Thus the wife man fays : 

“ Wifdom is greater than ftrength ; by not 
pofTefling it, the condition of the elephant is 
“ fuch, that even the drum founds, proclaiming 
that the elephant is beaten by his driver. 

General, faid Sanjtvdca^ how muft I a£t ? 
Advife. If thou haft any defire, anfwered 
‘‘ Caratacd^ to remain here in the foreft, go arid 
“ bow before the lotus of our monarch’s foot. 
‘‘ The bull replied : Tell me, then, there is no 
danger in doing fo, and I go. Your appre- 
“ henfion is vain, faid Caratacd, 

For : 

The violent guft tears not from the roots the 
foft grafs which lies low, and bends beneath it 5 
while it fhatters lofty trees : great ftrength is 
exerted on the great. 

Tlien, both fhakals, making Sanjivaca ftand 
** at a diftance, went towards the lion, and fa- 
“ luting him, were treated by him with regard, 
“' and fat down. Have youfeen him ? faid the 
king. We have, fir, anfwered Damdnacd •, he 
“ is gentle, but, as our lord imagined, excefftvely 
ftrong, and he now deftres to fee the foot of our 
fovereign j therefore, adorn thyfelf, and fit in 
ftate. 
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Since : 

‘‘ The ban): isv;oni av. ay by the Tucr-watcr; 
and a fccret not kept, diri-jcrfccl ; aiTedlion ib 
“ overcome by ireacliciy, and a liinid mind by 
5* bold v/ords ' 

Thy flrength, formerly crcrlcd, i'i not fit 
“ for this purpofc 
‘‘ For : 

A noifc only, \\hcn the caufe of it is iin- 
known, miTt not be drc<’dc.cl *, )Ct b^ dif- 
‘‘ covering the caufc of an aLiinMng noifc, a 
w'oman of cvi! feme acquired reputation. 
How', fiid the lion, %..’s thal^ 

In the middle of Sripar-ocita moiirlrdn, f.ud 
Damanaca, is a town called B; ah, nr f ura, and 
“ on one fide of its furnmit, (accoiding to the 
popular (lory) lived Gaa'acni na. oi IkH-car, a 
“ 'Racjh'-^fa (or cruel demon). One day a thief, 
efcaping fiom a houfc in which he had dolen 
“ a bell, was killed, and eaten by a tigci on the 
top of this mountain; and the bell, which iiad 
dropped from his hand, was taken up by feme 
“ monkeys, wdio from lime to time made it 
found. 

f‘ The people of the town having difeovered 
that a man had been killed, and hearing con- 
“ tmually the noife of the bell, faid, that Gua/a- 
“ aaraa had in his rage eaten him, and they all 
f‘ fled from the town. It came into tlic head 
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of a female pander, tliat the bell was only 
founded by monkeys ; and fhe went to the 
prince, faying, If you will advance me a large 
fum of money I will make the demon quiet. 
The kinc gave her a treafure, and flie, having 
paid adoration to a ceitain quarter -of the 
globe, made idols, and foimed circles, acquired 
great reputation for fandiity; flie then took 
“ fuch fiuits as monkeys love, and having 
“ entered the foreft fcattered them about, which 
the monkeys perceiving, quitted thetbell, and 
“ eageily devouied the fruits. The woman took 
“ up the bell, and went with it to the palace of 
“ the king, where all the people r did her reve- 
‘‘ rence. Hence I fay : Anoife, &c. ^ ,r 

“ then intioduced the, bull 'to the 

lion, and for fome time he lived there in amity 
“ with the other favourites. One day a brother 
“ of the king’s, :named Stabdacarjia^ or Bent- 
“ eais, came on a vifit, and the monarch having 
delired his gueft to fit down' for ^ a time, 
afterwards propofed going out to kill fome 
“ deer for their food. Sir, faid Snjijtvaca, where 
“ is the flefli of all the deer that weie killed this 
morning ? . 

The king anfweied : Caraiaca and Dania-- 
“ 7iaca know beft. Is there any, pr is there 
none ? faid the bull. There is none left, faid 
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“ the Hon, laughing. "Why, could 

“ they two have eaten fo much Hcfli ? They 
“ have eaten and given away liberally, and 
“ wafted the left : this is their daily piadice. 
‘‘ Why, faid the bull, is this done without the 
“ permiflion of their loid ? It is fo, faid the 
lion, what of that ^ Sir, faid Sanjroaca^ this is 
“ a great fault. 

“ For it is written : 

‘‘ Let not a fervaut do an^^ ad without the 
“ knowledge of his mafter, except it be to deliver 
a prince- fiom death ! 

“ Again 

“ A king’s minifter is like a flagon, he receives 
“ much, and lets out little ; if he fa^^'s ojwther 
‘‘ thne^ he is a fool ; if, what is a coniy', he mu ft 
be poor. 

‘‘Yet more : 

His minifter is ever the higheft, who cn- 
creafes his ftore with twenty croirc ; wife men 
“ have called the king’s treafure his life, and his 
‘‘ vital fpirit, no life. 

‘‘ Befides : 

A man of woitli acquires feiwice from 
“ worthy men ; a poor man is deferted even by 
his own wife, much more by ftrangers ! 

This too is a gieat fault in piinces : 

‘‘ He who fpends much, not obferving it, and 
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acquires wealth by iniquity, while he keeps the 
“ treafure in a i emote place, is called the trea- 
fury’s bane ! - 

“ For: 

He who perceives not the treafure that is 
quickly amaffed, and confumes it at his plea- 
‘‘ fure, moft certainly would reduce it to nothing, 
if he were as rich as Vaifraval^ (Cuvera) 
Plutos. 

Then Stabdacarna fpbke : Hear, brother : 

Thefe two fhakals have long been protected 
“ by thee : they were appointed for the aiFairs 
‘‘ of peace and war, and Rationed for that 
bufinefs, not for the purpofe of amafling 
wealth. On the fubjedt of minifters, I will 
“ now repeat whatever I have heard. 

“ 1. A fervant, a foldier, a kinfman, are not 
fit to be at the head of evei*y employment,; a 
prieft, even with torture, gives not money to 
‘‘^any one. 

‘^ 2 . A foldier employed in pecuniary mat- 
ters, inftantly fhows his fabre.; and a kinC- 
man, on that account, fwallows up all thy 
wealth. 

“ 3 . A fervant, though he hate his mailer, 
** ads the part of a blamelefs man ; if he has 
once.-rione good, and continues in his place, he 
thinks not of his offences. 
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** 4. He who points out the good he has done, 
fhatches every mciit away. 

“ 5. While a minifl-er, O king’ is playing with 
fand, he, in fadl, governs; from his familiarity, 
no doubt, aveifion is conftantly produced. 

‘‘ 6. When a minifter, wicked in heart, 
“ is employed, he no doubt caufes all forts of 
evils. 

7. A fervant, however culpable, is yet void 
“ of fear, if he be long employed Let every mi- 
“ nifter, how lich foevci, be himfelf without 

power. This is the advice of great men : 
wealth ovei comes the mind. 

8. To receive favour, and to alienate the 
piopeity of the prince; to obtain friendfliip, 
and then to defert him ; to adb without wifdom 
in his affairs ; and to cat his bread ; tliefe arc 

“ the faults of a mimfter. 

9. To think of acquiiing the employment 
of a fellow-feivant ; to be always watching 

“ the prince, that his wealth may be fecurely 
“ diffipated ; this is wicked conduT, 

‘‘ 10. Bad fervants do not, without torture, 
“ vomit up the precious things of their lord, 
“ which they have fwallowcd ; in Riort, they 
ai'e like obftinate tumours, that muff be preffed 
“ before they wull propeily difeharge. 

‘‘ By wiinging a bad fervant, the dominion 
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of kings may yield fomething, as a cloth that is 
wafhed, yields plenty of water wheji' it is 
wrung. 

“ When. Vingalaca heard thefe maxims, he 
“ fmd ; Be it fo ; whenever theft two ftrvants 
fhall ceaft on fill occalions to obey my word^. 
This, faid his brother, is always a foolifh rule, 
*' for a king mull not pardon even his fons, who 
difobey his orders : What elfe is the difference 
between a living and a painted king ? ' 

And it is added : 

‘‘ Let a king who has arbitrary power, preferve 
his people, like .a father, from robbers, front 
his minifters, fiom enemies, and from th^ 
royal family. 

Brother, let all rpy advice be followed, I 
'5 have had my food to-day; let this Sanjwaca 
be employed to provide his own food of grafs. 
This being done, they deftrted all other con- 

neSions, and their time paffed in coidial 

\ 

" friendlhip ; but the other ftrvants, feeing their 

allotment of food diminilhed, Carataca and 

( 

Damhiaca talked privately with ' each other. 
My friend, faid Dapianaca, what is to be done I 
“ This is our own fault ’ And vexation is abfurd, 
on account of evils which ourfelves have oc- 
cafioned. 

‘‘ As It is faid : . 

I, having touched Su^afmrecha^ the ba^ 
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woman having tied up heifelf, and the good 
" man trying to take the jewel, were all three 
“ miferable by our own fault. How, faid Cara- 
iacciy was that ? 

‘Mn the city called Cajichanapura (Golden 
Town), faid Dariaraca, was a king named 
“ Vv'avtcrama ; when he was in his court of 
‘‘juRice, a certain baiber was taken, by his 
“'order, to the place of execution ; at that time, 
‘a. devout man, named Caadarpacafa^ accom- 
panied by a man of worth, cried out: This man 
“ mull not be put to death ; and feizing the flcirts 
of his deaths, he diew the criminal away. 
^ The king’s officers faid . Why ffiould he not 
“ be killed ? He anfwered ; Hear, and then re- 
“ peated this veife. I, having touched Swar- 
“ narccha^ &c. &c. The officers affied how that 
happened ? 

I am, anfweied he, Candarpacata, king of the 
“ ifiand called Smhaladwipa , one day ftanding 
“ in a pleafure grove, *I heaid a man affert, that 
“ in the middle of the fea of milk was a damfel, 
who, on the fouiteenth day of the moon, ap- 
“ peared under the Tree of Ages on a couch of 
“ a fplendid yellowiffi hue, bedecked like the 
“ Goddefs of Abundance, with all kinds of or- 
“ naments, and playing on the Vina. I there- 
“ fore embaiked in a ffiip, and went to the place 
“ nientioned ; wheie, after a time, I faw the 
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‘‘ fca- nymph' rifing, half out of the water; and, 

“ allured by her exquhite beauty, I leaped be- 
♦ 

b-inid her. Then, having in an inftant reached 
a golden city, and a palace of gold, I faw her 
“ reclining on a couch, careffed by a number of 
“ fairies, and when ihe perceived me from a dif- 
tance, , fhe fent a damfel, who addreffed me 
courteoufly,; on my enquiry the damfel faid ; 
“ That is the nymph lELkra772ayna^ or adorned 
“ with gems, the daughter of Candarpacali^ 
queen of the faiiies. After this I was mar- 
ried^to her, accoiding to the ceremony of the 
“ Ga?idarvas (by exchanging necklaces), and 
‘‘ continued a long time delighted with her. One 
‘‘ day. fhe faid to me in private : My beloved 
hufband, all things in this palace may be -freely 
enjoyed by thee, but beware of touching, even 
‘‘ for a moment, that picture of the fairy Swar^- 
‘‘ iiarecha (or decorated with gold). Neverthe- 
“ lefs, fome time after, mycuriofity glowing to 
“ a height, 1 was induced to touch the bofom of 
‘‘ the painted fairy ; when the pi£l;ure, becom- 
“ ing animated, ftruck me with her foot, like a 
“ lotus flower, and I fell down inftantly bn the 
“ earth i fince which time I have been a mife- 

j ^ 

rable wanderer, travelling over the world, and 
at length arrived in this city. ’ Lafl night I 
“ llept in the houfe of a herdfman,'wheie I faw 
this adventure : The herdfman returning at 
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nigKt from the field where his cattle grazed, 
furprized his wife iti confultation with a bar- 
ber’s wife, a woman of bad fame ; 'when, hav- 
“ ing beaten her, and tied her to a poll, he fell 
afleep. At midnight the wife of this baiber 
went with deep fighs to her female friend, and 
faid . Thy noble lover, cpnfumed by the fire 
of thy abfence, is now like a dead man. 

“ For : 

As in the night darknefs is kept at a diftance, 
by the lord of fhades, (the moon), thus love 
by feeing, and being feen, delights the heart of 
the young. 

Let me tie myfelf, and flay here while you 
go and confole thy lover with thy difcourfe* 
This was done : when the hufband waking", 
faid : Why, thou wicked wretch, doft not thou 
now go to thy favourite ? The wmman mak- 
‘‘ ing no anfw^er, he faid iil anger • Dofl; thou 
not give an anfwer to my wmrds ? And faying 
‘‘ this, he went in a violent rage, and having flit 
her nofe, returned to his bed, and fell afleep. 
His wife then came home, and fpoke thus tO 
‘‘ the procuiefs ‘ My fiiend, what is the matter ? 
“ Look, anfwered flie, my face will tell you ! 
“ The herdfman’s wife then bound herfelf, and 
“ the woman went home. Early in the morn- 
ing the baiber ordered his vfife to' bring him a 
bundle of razois,^and fhe gave only one ^ ofi 
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which he faid * Do you biing me but one 
ra:^or ? and in a paffion threw it away. When 
“ £he, counterfeiting pain, faid ; You have cut my 
nofe, without my having committed any fault ; 
“ and immediately ran to demand juftice. In the 
‘‘ mean time the herdfman’s wife was crying out: 
O ciuel man, what a ciime haft thou com- 
mitted I Why haft thou mutilated me, who 
“ have ever been thy conftant wife j as the eight 
regions of the world know ? 

“ Beftdes : 

\ 

‘‘ The fun and moon, wind and fire, heaven. 
“ and earth, and water, together with both day 
“ and night. All thefe with ceitainty know the 
condition of man. If I am faithful, then by 
“ t:he favour of the genii of thofe eight regions, 
and of the god Camadeva, my mangled nofe 
Vs^ill grow again, and my face will become 
“ bright as the puie moon of the cold fcafon. 
‘‘ Look at my face ; the herdfman took a candle, 
“ when feeing her nofe reftoied, fell at her feet, 
“ and was highly delighted in his heart, untied 
her, and featmg her on the middle of the 
“ bed, faid : He who pofTeffes fuch a wife is 
‘‘ chief among men 1 < 

Hear now theftory of the good man : Hav- 
“ ing fpent twelve yeais in travelling, came to 
“ this city, having brought a number of jewels 
“ from the neighbburhood of the Malaya moun- 



SG SUJIRIDBJIEDA, OR THE 

“ tains. Heie he Rept in the houfe of an Iiarlol, 
who kept on the gateway a carved image of 
“ a devil, on whofe head was placed a beau- 
tifiil gem. The devotee, thioiigh a culpable 
“ defire of pofleffing this gem, rofe in the night, 
“ and in older to take it, fli etched out his 
hand ; in that inflant, a fpring being moved, 
‘‘both his arms were caught by the image, 
“ and he was pulled to the ground : wdicn he 
“ fet up a cry of diflicfs. The woman rofe, 
“ and fpoke thus : My fon, thou art come from 
“ the Malaya mountains : therefore give me all 
“ thy jew’cls, or thou wdlt never be loofened by 
“ tliis malignant devil. Then were taken aw'ay all 
“ the jewmls well collected by me. All this being 
“ heard, the king’s ofliccis did juflicc according 
“ to the merit of each caufe. Now^ I fay : I, 
“ having touched Suarnarccha^ and fo forth. 

“ This fault, therefore, w'as committed by 
“ ourfelvcs; and in this cafe, vexation w'ould be 
“ abfurd. Then having been a fliort time filent, 
“ As I formed, continued he, the friendOiip of 
“ thefe two, I mu ft break it. 

For : 

“ Good counfellois lliew wdiat is falfe, as well 
“ as w^hat is true; as men know an object to be 
“ painted, wdicther they are on a level with it, 
“ or below, oi above it ; 

“ Befides ; 
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The man whofe underftanding is not di- 
minifhed, when bufinefs arifes, wards ,ofF dif- 
“ ficulties like the herdfman’s wife, and her two 
“ lovers. How, alked Carataca^ was that ? 
“ Dajnanaca anfwered. In the town of Dwara- 
“ vati^ there is a certain herdfman’s wife who 
‘‘ is a harlot, and die is connected, at the fame 
“ time, with an officer of juftice, and his fon : 

As it is faid : 

‘‘ The lire is never fatislied with w6od, nor 

^ / I 

the ocean with rivers, death with mankind, 
nor bright-eyed women with lovers. 

“ Once, as this woman was diverting herfelf 
“ with the fon of the officer, the officer himfelf 
“ came to vilit her ; Ihe haftily put the , fon 
“ into a clofet, and then fat fporting in the fame 
“ manner with the father. Soon after, the 
“ herdfman himfelf came : feeing 'whom, Ihe 
“ faid. Now, Sir, what muft be done ? take up 
“ your Itaff, and go away quickly, feeming to be 
‘‘ greatly enraged. This being done, the herdf- 
‘‘ man alked his wife, on what account the offi- 
cer of juftice had come ; He was angry, faid 
“ fhe, with his fon, I know not why ; and he, 
“ being purfued, canie into our houfe, and I have 
“ hid him in that clofet; his -father not finding 
him, is gone away in a rage ; faying this, Ihe 
biought out the young man, and lliewed him 
to her hulband.' 

VOL. XIr H 
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“ Thus it is faid : 

“ Women have the appetite of two, the un- 
derftanding of four, the cunning of fix, and 
“ the defire of eight. 

Therefore I faid, When bufinefs arifes, &c. 

It is fo, faid Carataca^ but the friendfhip of 
thefe two is great by nature: How canft thou 
diffolve their intimacy ? Some expedient, an- 
fwered he, muft now be contrived ; 

“ And it is faid : 

“ What cannot be atchicved by force, thaty 

may be performed by flratagem, as the black 

\ 

ferpent was flain by the golden thread of the 
female crow. 

“ How, faid Caraiaca, did that happen ? On 
the top of a certain trec^ faid Damanaca^ lived 
a male and female crow, whofe young ones 
“ were devoured by a ferpent living in the hol- 
low of it. When the female was again preg- 
‘‘ nant Hufband, faid fire, this tree ' mufl be 
“ quitted by reafon of this ferpent ; or not one 
‘‘ of our young ones will live ; 

“ Since : 

A bad wife, a deceitful friend, a fervant 
“ giving fancy anfwers, and dwelling in a houfe 
“ infefted by ferpents ; thefe without doubt are 
‘‘ caufes of death. 

“ My beloved, faid the male, we muft not con- 
tinue in this fear : from time to time I have 
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** borne ■with this horrid crime ; but now he 
“ muft be puniflied. How, faid the female, 
“ canft thou be a punifher of fo powerful an 
“ offender ? This apprehenfion, anfwered he, is 
vain; 

“ Hear ; 

“ He who has knowledge has force ! What 
“ ftrength has a fool ? See how a lion intoxi- 
cated was killed by a flag ! 

“ How, faid flie, did that happen ? He an- 
fwered : In the mountain, named Mandara, 
dwells a lion called Darganta, who hunts 
“ the other beafts, and kills great numbers of 
“ them for his food. All the beafts being af- 
“ femblcd, he was thus addrefted by them : Why 
“ are fo many beafts killed by thee? We will give 
you one every day in our turns foi your food : 
fo many ought not to be flain by thee. Be it 
“ fo, faid the lion, and all of them, one by one, 
for his food, daily gave a beaft. 

“ On a certain day, when the lot fell upon 
‘‘ an old flag, he thus thought within him- 
“ felf : 

“ For the fake of our own fouls, and in hope 
of life, homage is paid : but if I muft meet 
“ this fate, what need have I to refpedl the lion ! 
“ He moved, therefore, flowly, ftep by ftep ; 
“ and the lion, tormented by hunger, faid to 
“ him, angrily. Why doft thou come fo late ? It 
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“ is not my fault, faid he ; for in the way I was 
“ forcibly feized by another lion ; ’till I fwore 
“ to the neceflity of my coming to you ; and 
now I approach thee with fupplication. The 
lion having heard this, paffionately faid, Where 
“ is that audacious animal ? The ftag led him 
“ near a deep well, and faid, Let my lord be- 
hold. Then the lion feeing his own image in 
“ the water, proudly roared, and throwing him- 
“ felf down with rage, perifhed in the well : 
thence, I fay, Who has knowledge, &c. 

“ I have liftened attentively, faid the female 
crow ; thciefoie, now declare what is to be 
“ done. The king’s fon, faid the crow, goes 
“ conftantly to bathe in the adjacent pool ; do 
** thou take up his necklace of gold, which he 
will pull off, and lay on the bank, and drop it 
“ into the hole of the feipent, who will, in con- 
“ fequence, be deflroyed. It happened, accord- 
“ ingly, that the prince went to bathe, and the 
female crow did as Ihe was directed ; fo that 
“ the prince’s attendants going after the neck- 
lace, faw the black feipent, and killed him : 
** Hence I faid. What cannot be atchieved by 
force may be performed by ftratagem. 

If it be fo, faid Carataca^ go, and may 
‘‘ fortunate events be the companions of thy 
** way, 

Damhiaca then approaching the lion, and 
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paying homage to' him,, faid’: Having formed 
a veiy unpleafant opinion, my lord, I prefume 
thus to addrefs you. 

For : 

“ In danger from going out of the way,, and 
when the time of a<3;ion is nearly loft, then a 
benevolent friend, though unafked, gives good 
counfel. 

“ Again : 

“ A king poflefles fortune, but does not poflefs 
‘‘ the means of acting wifely : by the ruin of a 
king his minifter is criminated. See, therefore, 
‘‘ what is the buftnefs of a counfellor. It is 
‘‘ better to lofe life by decapitation, than to de- 
fert a prince, and criminally feek to gain his 
dominion. 

“ What, faid the lion, mildly, doft thou wifh 
to fay? Dama? 2 aca anfwered : ^his Sanjivaca 
is not a fit minifter for thee, fince, ih my pre- 
fence, he treated thy three powers ( ivealth, 
'• ftrength, and wifdom) with contempt, and he 
“ evenafpires to thy throne. Pmgalaca^ healing 
“ this, remained filent with fear and aftonifh- 
‘‘ ment. My lord, added Dafmnaca, thou haft 
forfaken all thy counfellors, and chofen this 
animal to tranfad; all thy affairs j the blame 
therefore falls heavy on thyfelf. ' 

Since ; 



102 


SUHRIDBHEDA, OR THE 


Fortune Hands firm^ having fixed herfelf ofi 
two feet, an exalted prince, and a good mi- 
‘‘ nifter ; but as fhe is a female by nature, flie 
cannot bear the weight on her ftioulders, and 
foon leaves one of her two fupports ! 

“ Again : 

When a king appoints one minifter to a£l: 
‘‘ in his kingdom, pride, from the error of his 
“ mind, feizes him ; the defire of arbitral y 
power advances in a high degree in his breafi, 
and through that defire he proceeds to the ' 
deftrudlion of the prince. 

‘‘ Befides ; 

It is better to pull up by the roots a loofe 
tooth, an envenomed feivant, and a wicked 
“ counfellon 

“ So: 

“ A king who makes Fortune his inftrudlrefs, 
is as miferable when he falls into calamity, as a 
** blind man without a guide. 

It is alfo added : 

‘‘ A vizir, although not a man of probity, is 
“ always at leaft rich ; this is the rule X)f fome 
men. 

“ Riches are gained differently by reafon. 

This bull ads in all affairs by his own ar- 
bitrary pleafure ; let the king, therefore, be a 
** witnefs of this truth. 
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*'• This I know : 

“ Among men, he is not a man who does not , 
enjoy fortune. 

“ The lion faid, with unealinefs : My good 
“ friend, if it be fo, yet I have a great love for 
the bull. 

“ Obferve : 

‘‘ He who is beloved, and commits faults, 

“ neverthelefs beloved ; but that body is cloathed 

✓ 

with many crimes, for which there is- no 
regard, 

“ Befides : 

He who is dear, though he do unpleafant 
“ things, continues dear. 

“ Though an excellent houfe be burnt, yet 
who doth not venerate fire ? 

“ But, fir, faid Damanaca^ that is a grievous 
“fault. ' ' 

“ Since : 

“ That man whom the king looks upon with 
attention, whether he be a fon, a minifter, or 
“ a ftranger, is honoured, 

“ Hear, fir : 

“ The endoi pleafant, or unpleafant advice, is ' 
full of delight j but wherever a ipeaker, and a 
hearer of it is, there dangers abide : 

“ Again : 

Men ' who fpeak only, O king ! are eafily 
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“ found in the "world ; hut he who both fpeaks 
and hears what is pleafant and tinpleafant, is 
“ hard to be found ! 

Thou haft forfaken thy former advifers, 
and appointed him their fucceflbr, and thy 
vice-gerent ; which was improperly done 5 
for when old fervants offend, let not a prince 
“ haftily appoint others no one is more adverfe 
“ than a new one, who will ruin the realm, 

“ How wonderful, faid the lion, is this I He 
has given no caufe for fuch dread, but was 
“ brought and raifed by me ; how fhould he be 
adverfe to me ? 

“ Hear, my lord, faid Damanaca : 

“ A bad man, though raifed to honour, always 
returns to his natural courfe ; as a dog’s tail, 
“ though warmed by the fire, and rubbed with 
oil, retains, its form. 

Befides : 

** How fhould promotion and honour occa- 
fion the friendfhip of wicked men ! Although 
poifonous trees were watered with ne<ftar, yet 
“ they would bear dangerous fruit, 

“ Therefore I fay : 

‘‘ A man who defires not the ruin of his 
‘‘ mafter, will fpeak what friendfhip requires, 
though unafked : that is the duty of the vir- 
** tuous : other condud is a violation of duty. 
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Thus, too, it is ■wiitten : 

He is a friend, who delivers thee from 
^ adverfity. 

“ That is a good action, which is well in- 
tended, 

“ She is a wife, who is an infeparable corn- 
panion. 

He is wife, who honours the good. 

He is a friend, whom favours have not 
purchafed. 

“ He is a~man, who is not fubdued by his ' 
fenfes. 

‘‘ If my lord, therefore, being apprifed of the 
bull’s conduct, fhall not ceafe from employing 
him, no fault remains in his fervants. 

Yet it is true, that a luxurious prince makes 
‘‘ no account of good works, or his own advan- 
tage ; he a<3:s at his own difcretion, and 
moves like a drunken elephant ; till, having 
“ confumed his honour, and fallen into many 
“ miferies, he cafts the blame on his fervants, 
“ and knows not the fault to be his own. 

“ Pingalaca faid, within himfelf : Let not a 
‘‘ prince punifh men from the words of others; 
“ let him examine into fads himfelf, and then 
imprifon, or difmils with refpedf 
“ Thus it is faid : 

“ Without diftinguifhing virtues, or vices, 
let neither favour be granted, or feverity 
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“ ufed ; as a hand placed with pride on the 
‘‘ neft of a ferpent occafions deftrudion. 

“ Then, fpeaking aloud, he faid : Let Sanji^ 
** vaca be brought before me. Dafnanaca an- 
fwered, trembling : No, fir, not fo ; by that 
“ ftep my advice will be broken it is an im- 
“ proper meafure. 

Since the wife fay : 

The feed of good advice mull be cherifhed 
“ by princes with extreme care ; it muft not be 
‘‘ broken ever fo little, if it be, it will not grow. 

“ Again : 

“ Advice is like a woman, ever in motion * 
“ all pai ts of the body are guarded, if it cannot 
remain long fixed, there is fear of defeat from 
enemies. 

“ Befides, if the bull, feeing his fault, fhould 
amend it, no reconciliation muft take place 5 
“ that would be extremely abfurd. 

- Since : 

“ If a man has once offended, and the prince, 
through affedion, defires to be reconciled to 
** him, he meets his fate like a female crab, when 
fhe is pregnant. 

“ Again : 

“ A man, completely wicked, employed as a 
counfellor, will certainly be the perpetrator of 
all evils : Sacune , and Sacatara remain two 
examples in the world of this truth. 



BREACH OF FRIENDSHIP. 


107 


Be It known to tliee, faid tlie lion, after all, 
‘‘ what he is able to effed. agaiiift us. Sir, fdd 
Damaiiaca, how can there be a certain know- 
ledge of ftrength, without knowing the force 
“ of union ? See how the fea was reduced by a 
mere cock I How, faid the lion, did that hap- 
“ pen ? Near a certain fea, faid Damanaca^vt^A 
a cock and a hen ; when the hen was near 
laying, flie thus addreffed her lord : Let a pro- 
“ per place be procured to depofit my eggs in, 
“ O ! faid he, there is nothing to fear in this 
place. It is often covered, faid flie, with 
“ the waves. What ! faid he, my good friend, 
“ am not I fuperior to the fea ? Obferve, I will 
contend with this ocean, and remain in my 
“ Ration. The hen fmiled, and faid : There 
is a gieat difparity between the ocean and 
thee, 

‘‘ Yet: 

“ He who knows how to fubdue his grief, 
“ whether he can relieve it or not, is never tor« 
“ mented by anguifli. 

“ Then, by the perfualion of her lord, jfhe 
“ laid her eggs ; which the fea, for the fake 
of trying the cock’s power, walked away. 
Upon this, the hen, afflided by the lofs of her 
young, faid to her hufband : A dreadful evil, 
hr, has befallen me ; the fea has walked away 
my eggs. My beloved, faid he, fear not, thou 
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“ wilt at length behold me pofTelTed of power. 
“ So faying, he affembled multitudes of the fea- 
“ thered race ; and with them forming a flock, 
““ went to Gariida^ the king of birds, to whom 
he related the whole adventure ; adding: Does 
my king only fall at his feet there ! No, by 
“ the weaknefs of the protestor, the protected 
certainly become weak. Garuda^ having heard 
this addiefs, gave information to his lord. Fa- 
^^fudeva^ the caufe of creation, prefervation, and 
“ deftrudtion. After which, the ocean raifing 
“ the mandate of the God on his head, in token 
‘‘ of obedience, gave back the eggs. 

“ Thence, I fay, how can there be a certain 
knowledge of flirength, without knowing the 
“ force of union ? 

“ How, faid the king, is he to be proved of 
“ an hoftile nature to me ? When he fliall come 
“ before thee, faid Daaiaaacd, goring with the 
“ point of his horns, and raifing his tail, as if 
he ;was fearing of harm, tlien my lord will 
“ know. Saying this, Damanaca went near 
‘‘ Sanjivaca^ ftealing along, little by little, put 
** on the appearance of amazement. When the 
“ bull faw him, he faid with courtefy : My 
good friend, is it well with thee ? How, an- 
fwered Da??2anacd^ can it be well with fer- 
vants ? 

“ jFor ; 
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“ The wealth of tliofe who ferve princes is 
“ difperfed by another ; and their minds always 
difcompofed. even their life is infecure. 

“ Again : 

- “ Who, having acquired wealth is not arro- 
gant ? Whofe danger, when he is attached to 
“ a king, can be reduced to nothing ? Whofe 
“ mind in the world is not tormented by women ? 

Or who is really beloved by princes ? Who 
“ rulhes not into the 'open arms of time ? What 
“ fuppliant attains reverence ? Or what man, 
“ having fallen into the fnares of the wicked, 
“ caai regain profperity? 

My friend, faid the bull, what means all 
‘‘ this? Dhnanaca anfwered. What do I fay, 
“ unfortunate as I am ! 

Obferve : 

“ When a man fallen into the fea has grafped 
a fupport, and finds it a fei’pent j he cannot 
leave it, he cannot hold it : 

“ Thus am I diflreffed at prefent ; for, on 
“ one fide, the king’s confidence perifhes; "on 
“ the other, my friend : What can I do ? Whi- 
“ ther can I go, fallen as I am, into a fea of mi- 
^ fery ? So fpeaking, and heaving a deep figh, 
“ he fat down. Then Sanjivaca fpake : Yet, 
my friend, let that which thy mind has con- 
ceived, be declared at large : Damanaca coun- 
ts terfeiting forrow, fpoke in a low voice : Al- 
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‘‘ though the fecret of a "king is not to be dif- 
“ clofed, yet, through confidence in me, thou 
cameft hither, and here haft remained. There- 
fore, I, who am a fuppliant to ftrangers, muft 
“ neceflai'ily fpeak through affedtion to thee : 
“ Hear then: The mind of this prince is alienated 
“ from thee ; he faid, fecretly. When I have 
“ killed Sa?ijhaca, I fhall fatisfy all my family 
“ with food ' Upon this, the bull was excef- 
“ fively afflidled, and the fhakal again fpake : 
“ Thy grief is vain ; at a feafonable timO 
fome great adt muft be atchieved ! Sajijlvaca 
“ having thought anxioufly for a moment, an- 
“ fwered, This is kindly faid, no doubt ! And 
“ then he thought within himfelf, how the truth 
“ of this bufmefs might be afcertained : 

“ For ; 

Many a bad man receives luftre from the 
goodnefs of his protedlor, like the black pow- 
“ der rubbed on the eye of a beautiful woman. 

“ Still farther : 

•7* A prince attended with great care, infures 
“ not happinefs: What wonder is there in that X 
“ He, indeed, is an extraordinaiy perfon, who, 
being diligently ferved, becomes an enemy. 

“ Therefore, the duty of a fervant is endlefs. 

He who for fome caufe is angry, becomes 
“ mild when that caufe is removed ; but he 
whofe mind is rancorous without caufe, how 
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can fuch a man have any reafon to be 
“ pleafed ? 

“ Then he faid aloud : My friend, "what of- 
fence have I given to the prince ? Yet princes 
“ commit injuries v^^ithout caufe ! Even fo, faid 
“ Damanaca, 

“ Yet hear : 

“ Though good is done ^by the learned or the 
handfome, yet a little hatred is occalioned 
through envy ; and though they injure you 
“ to your face, yet they meet with friendfhip 
“ from the mifapprehenlion of royal minds, who 
“ are fubfervient to more than one nature. 

“ The office of an attendant on them is ex- 
“ tremely difficult, and not to be performed even 
by faints. 

“ Again : 

“ A hundred good works are loft upon the 
wicked ; a hundred v4fe words aie loft upon 
“ fools a hundred good precepts are loft upon 
“ the obftinate 5 a hundred fciences upon thofe 
“ who never refle<ft. 

“ Yet more : 

“ In the fandal-tree are ferpents ; in the wa- 
“ ters, lotus-flowers, but crocodiles a!fo ; even 
^‘ virtues are marred by the vicious ; in all 
“ enjoyments there is foinething which impairs 
** our happinefs,” 

This lord of ours, faid Damamca^ is known 
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“ to me for having honey in his words, and 
“ poifon in his bofom. 

“ Since : 

“ He, who flretches out his hand from a dif- 
tance, whofe eyes overflow with tears, who 
refpedlfully fits on half the feat, who em- 
“ braces clofely all that approach him, who 
flicws veneration with gentle words and quef- 
tions, who bears poifon internally, and carries 
“ fweetnefs in his exterior, who is good only by 
deluflon, what wonderful adting is this ? He 
muft have been inflrudled by a wicked pre- 
“ ceptor. 

“ Yet obferve : 

A fliip is ufed in paflTing the dangerous 
“ ocean ; a lamp, ufed in darknefs ; a fan, in 
“ a perfe<5t calm ; and a hook, in humbling the 
“ pride of an elephant. Thus, in this world, 
nothing exifts for which a remedy has not been 
“ framed by the Creator ; but, in my opinion, 
“ the Creator himfelf would fail in his efforts 
to correQ. the bad thoughts of the wicked. 

Miferable, O miferable me ! faid Sanjiuaca ; 
“ here am I, who feed on vegetables only, to be 
“ mangled by this lion ! Then again he faid 
“ within himfelf ; Yes, the lion, alienated from 
“ me, through fome wicked calumniator, has 
“ refolved on a breach of friendfliip. Hence 
“ it is, that a king muft ever be dreaded ; for 
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tlie mmd of a prince is fometimes eftranged 
by an evil counfellor ; and how fhould the 
wrift of 'a 'marble ftatue be repaired, when it 
‘‘ is once broken ? 

“ Again : 

“ The thunderbolt, and the wrath of a king, 
are two objedfs of great terror; but the former 
only falls on one place, the fecond fpreads ruin 
on all fides. 

‘‘ Therefore, by battle muft protedHon from 
death be fought; to fupplicate him would now 
‘‘ be abfurd. 

“ Since : 

Either by dying bravely, I attain blifs in 
heaven; or by flaying my foe, felicity' on 
earth ; both thefe heroick adits are, no doubt, 
hard to be atchieved. 

“ This, too, is the time for battle : 

“ Since : 

‘‘ When, by declining a battle, death is inevl*» 
‘‘ table ; and in battle, life is doubtful ; then, 
fay the wife, is the only moment for entering 
the field. 

“ Befides : 

" “ When a wife man, even without fighting, 
perceives not the leaft affedition fhewn him, 
then he refolves to die together with his 
“ enemy. 

•'-oh. XI. 
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Yet more : 

By vid-Oiy, a licio acquit os abimcLmcc ; by 
death, the daughter of a god for hivS confoil : 
all bodies pciiih in an inflanl, wliat then fliould 
caut'o fcai of death in battle ? 

“Then lie faid, aloud, to Du' /.undc't) : O! 
my fiicnd, infoim me how 1 Ihall know that 
the lion intendb to dcfaoy me ? When he 
fliall look at thee, faid his ialle fiicnd, %Nithlus 
cais cred, with his tail waving, couching low, 
^\itll his feet and his mouth wide open ,• then 
Ihcwthyown (licngtli. 


“ Foi : 

“ An iii'iloiious waiiioi. from whom no ic- 

O 

pulfc is feaied, is tiamplcd on by the multi- 
tude, \\itliout appiohcufion ^ lee how they lot 
thcii feet on a heap of allies. 

“ But let all this he done vciy locrellv 
by thee ; othciiiilc, ncilhci thou noi 1 lliall 
icmain alive. 

“ having faid this, went to Cut 

\^ho alkcd himwhal he had aecompliihod. A 
complete lupturc, aai'w Cl cd he, between tlicm. 
No doubt, faid Cr; aiacdj for who is a fiicnd 
of the wicked? Who that is cmagod, is not 
imploicd ? Who is not fatisficd with abun- 
dance ? And in what evil ait thou not emi- 
nently hvilful ? 
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Again i 

A man, though happy and wife, is made 
' wicked by the arts of the wicked. 

“ What does not the company of the wicked < 
elfedt ? 

It is like fire, which confumes what it 
“ receives in its bofom. 

Then, Damanaca going to the lion, faid: 
‘‘ The traitor comes, intending to kill thee; let 
“ the king ftand on his defence ; and continued, 
“ as before, to irritate the hoUi Sanjtvaca then 
“ approaching, and feeing the lion with the 
‘‘ marks of altered friendfhip, deferibed to him, 
exeited his utmoft refolution, a terrible con- 
“ fliT enfued between them ; but at laft the bull 
was flain. Pingalaca, fatigued with the 
“ combat, fat down in foirow, and exclaimed : 
‘‘ O, what an atrocious aT have I done 1 

“ Since : 

“ The kingdom is enjoyed by ftrangers, and 
the king is a veflel filled v^^ith iniquity ; a king 
who abandons juftice, is like a lion who flays 
an elephant. 

Again : 

If one region of the wmrld, and a virtuous 
wife minifter, be deftroyed ; by the death of 
a virtuous minifter, a king periflies ; by the 
lofs of one region of the world, another may 
be gained ; but not another fervant. 



il(j SUHRIDBHEDA, OR THE 

My loid, faid D'amhiaca^ what is this fud- 
“ den change of mind, that thou art afflicted by 
having killed an enemy ? 

“ It is written : 

“ If a father, or a hi other, or a fon, or a friend, 
“ intend dellfuflion to the king, and afpire to 
dominion, the king muft deflroy them. 

Again ; 

“ A prince acquainted with the principle of 
“ found juftide, 'muft not be too merciful : a 
** man over mild, cannot hold riches in his 

I 

“ grafp. 

“ Still faither : 

“ Mercy to a friend, or a foe, is the ornament 
of religious men ; but lenity to all offenders, 
“ is a crime in a monarch. 

Befides : 

“ When a man aims at dominion, and proud- 
ly feeks the place of his lord, there can be 
“ no expiation for his offence, but lofs of 
“ life. 

Fafthei : 

“ A king over-merciful, a piieft'over-gieedy, 
“ and a woman difobcdient to her hufband, an 
‘‘ ill-difpofed companion, an unruly fervant, a 
“ negligent counfellor, and ‘he who acknow- 
“ ledges not a benefit received ; thefe feveh are to 
be “difmifled. 

“ Thus may it be known, that a king’s duties 
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are two -fold , he muft be true and falfe, harfh 
and comteous, feek wealth, and liberally fpend 
it ; always giving to his friends, and always 
“ taking their property j in every refpedt re- 
“ fembling an harlot. O, fir * fince thou haft 
deftroyed a foe, why art thou fad ? Be thou 
ever vidforious, O great monarch ! And may 
the feliciLy of all worlds attend thee 1 Saying 
this, he took his ftaiion. 

You have heard/' faid Fijhnufar?}wn, ^'how 
“ friends are difunited 5 what ' will you now 
' “ hear : fpeak ” 

We have heard it,” faid the piinces, “ with 
great delight.” 

Let us conclude then,” faid the fage, with 
an applicable ftanza : 

May breach of friendfliip be in the man- 
fion of the enemies; and may every wicked 
" advifer, detected in -time, be dragged conti- 
nually to perdition ; but may every man of 
“ virtue enjoy all profperity ; and may eve'ry 
’'‘^'boy delight in pleafing arid ufeful inftruc- 
lion I” 


THE END OF THE SECOND BOOK. 



BOOK THE TIIIRO. 


On Tf'ar. 

At a proper time for rcfuming the convcrfa- 
tion, the piinces thus addrefled VjJlmufarmmi : 
“ Having heard how friendfhip is broken, let us, 
“ who are fons of a king, be delighted, great fir, 
‘‘ with an account of war.” 

I will difcouife,” faid the fage, “ on what 
“ you defire to know : hear, therefore, the nar- 
“ rative of a war, the firfl fianza of which is 
“ this . 

“ The geefe and peacocks waned with equal 
“ powci of fliength; but the geefe weie flain, 
“ having confided in crows, who wcie in the 
“ manfion of their enemies.” 

“ How,” faid the princes, “ did that hap- 
‘‘ pen ?” 

“ There is,” anfwered Vijlmiifarman^ “ in 
“ the ifland of Carpura a pool, called PedmaceU^ 
where a royal goofc, named Utranyagarhha^ 
“ lived; and having affembled all the water-birds, 
was anointed king over them, by a folemu 
“ bathing. 
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“ Since : 

“ If there be not a king endued with eveiy 
virtue where there be a people, the nation vfill 
be like a £hip without a rudder, toffed about in 
“ the ocean. 

Again : 

A monarch prefeives the people, and they 
'^aggrandize the monaich; and by that ag- 
" grandizement he preferves them ; hut if there 
“ be no one called king, who can be aggran-^ 
“ dized ? 

" One day the impel ial bird was reclining at 
“ eafe, on a long and Ihining bed of lotus-flow- 
" ers, encircled by his minifters ; when a baca^ 
“ or water-fowl, named Long-bill, coming from 
“ a diftant country, made his falutation, and fat 
“ down in the circle : O L>trghanruc‘ he I faid 
" the king, thou comeft late from the fai theft 
“ limits of the earth ; give an account of thy- 
“ felf. It is a long account, faid he, and I am 
" defirous of relating it ; but, in fadf, I am come 
“ with fpeed ; attend to my nai ration, it is of 

r 

“ importance to you. 

‘‘ In yambudwtpa is a mountain, called 
Vtndhya^ where a peacock, named CIntra- 
“ vei^na, rules over nations of birds ; while his 
attendants were feeding, theyfawme alfo feek- 
“ ing food in the middle of a parched w6od, 
and one of them faid to me ; Who art thou ^ 
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Whence cloft thou come ^ I am a fubjedl, an- 
fwciecl I, of a mighty piince, named litrd7iya-> 
gaibha^ but poweiful as Qbaci avariia^ king 
of the geefe ; foi my amufement I am come 
to vifit the extremity of legions^ The biid 
having then afkcd : Whicli of the two coun- 
tiies had the bcttci climate, and the better fo- 
vereign ? O ! exclaimed I, thcic is a great dif- 
ference ; for the ifle of Carpura is another 
“ paradife, and the king of geefe is a fccond 
“ Jove ; What are you doing in this dry foil ? 

Come, and tiavcl to my country. This dif- 
“ couife iiritatcd the peacocks. 

“ As it is written • 

A ferpent, by diinking,milk only, cncicafcs 
“ his venom ; thus a fool being adinoniflied, is 
provoked, but not benefited. 

Again : 

“ Let a fenfible man be admoniflied, but not 
a fool ; as the birds, who gave advice to the 
“ monkeys, were driven from their nefls. 

“ How happened that ? faid the king. 

On the -banks of the Nir^nada, faid the 
‘‘ watei-fo\’il, at the foot of a mountain, hands 
a large famula-tiee, in' the middle of which 
‘‘ fome biidshad built their neRs, and lived, with 
“ pleafuie, for ycais. Once, the fky, refcmbling 
an azure mantle, became obfeured with thick 
clouds, and a heavy fliower began to fall 5 
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•whc^ tliefe birds faw of monkeys, run- 

. if . 

nifig under ihe tree, trefnbling with the pain 

i t 

of cold, t]^:y were moved with c'ompaffion, and 
faid . H^l'd' i!;"Mkeys_, we have raifed nefts, 
made of lieibs bii^i^ght in our bills ; why do 
you join ' your, hando and feet '‘together with 
fuch affli^icn ?' The luonkeys hearing this. 


U 




<c 


/* 


were difp^eafed, and jiuslTmoiig themfelves ; 
Oh !“thef|‘ hr CiS y/ho fj; liapfily in the middle 
of their nells, Tecufed fioig' the wind, are" de- 
riding ohr hedpofed ,h.iiat*on : it fo the 

“ fhower jxiuPt craie.' When ^he.^'im at laft was 
‘‘ over, thbnnonnhys diibbeT "^.p the trees, and 
'‘broke alLbhfc--iih’rLs'ti^ the branches, fo that i 
“ the birds’ eggs wete-^dirbwif* to the ground. 
Hence, I faid . Admonifh a man of fenfe, &c. 

“ What happened afterwards ? faid the mo- 
narch. The birds, anfwered Long-bill, faid, 
angrily, who made your goofe a king ? I an- 
fwered, with equal rage. Who conferred roy- 
alty on your peacock ? Hearing this, they all 
fell upon me, intending to kill me : I fhowed 
“ my utmoft prowefs ; 

“ For : 

“ Sometimes lenity is the grace of a man 
but before vidlory is gained, violence becomes 
“ him. 

“ The king fmiled, and faid : 

He who knows not the ftrength and weak- 
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nefs of hmifelf aitad othcis, rauH be louted by 
his enemies. 

‘‘ Again . 

The afs, who had been fed on good com; 
“ and ignoiantly braying in the hide of a tiger, 
was ilain foi his impel tinence. How hap- 
pened that ? faid the biids. 

“ Theie is, anfwercd the king, in liajlannfmr^ 
“ a fuller, named whofe afs, weakened 

“ by can*ying exceffive burdens, was like an ani- 
mal defiious of death. The mafter, therefore, 
carried him in a tiger’s hide, and left him in a 
‘‘ wood, in a field of corn* The owners of the 
‘‘ field, taking him at a diRance for a tiger, fled ; 
“ but one of them, coveiinghimfclf with a piece 
“ of cloth of an afs’s colour, flooped down to 
bend his bow ; and the afs perceiving him, 
took him for a female of his own race, fo that 
exulting in ,his renewed vigour, he began 
‘‘ braying, and i mining towards the objedt of 
his defire; but the kcepei of the coin-field 
knowing, by his voice, that he was only an 
afs, killed him with eafe. Thence I fay . The 
“ afs, &c. 

“ What then ^ faid the king. The biids, 
anfwered Long-bill, exclaimed, O treafon ! 

“ O abominable baca ^ how durfl: thou ca- 
“ lumniate our fovereign ’ No mercy mufl be 
“ expeded from us. With thefe woids they 
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,all pecked me with their beaks, adding with 
rage . Oh, thou fool ' what property has thy 
unwailike gander in this kingdom ?' A weak 
man cannot even keep his money in his hands : 
‘‘ How iliould this coward keep his realm ? Or 
“ rather, what realm can he have ? And thou ! 
“ a frog born in a well > go, and inform thy pro- 
“ tedtor of this attack. 

“ Hear, thou idiot : 

“ A great tree muft be honoured which has 
both fiuit and fhade ; if, by heaven’s will it 

y ^ I 

“ has no fruit on it, yet, what can prevent its 
“ lhade ? 

“ Again : 

Let no wife man ferve a low maher ; but let 
“ him ferve a man of dignity. 

‘‘ Even milk in the hand of a tavern keeper Is 
“ called an intoxicating liquor. 

“ Befides : 

“ A great man becomes little, and kis virtue, 
“ is diminifhed by a wicked perfon, like the 
image of an elephant in a nlirror. 

“ It is added . 

‘‘ By uling the great name of a powerful king, 
profperity is attained: as the fawn found fecu-r 
rity by naming the moon. 

“ How, faid I, happened that ? 

“ In the foreft of Dandaca^ faid one of the 
biids, a herd of elephants, being diftrelTed by 
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** a fcarcity of rain in winter, thus addrciTed 
“ their king : O, Sir, what remedy has our dif- 
trefs ! Yonder is a pool ufed by little quadru- 
“ peds, who are bending their necks to drink it ; 
“ but we, parched with thiift, whither fhall we 
“ go ? What can we do ? The king of the ele- 
‘‘ phants healing this, went to a little diftance, 
‘‘ and difcoveied a pond of clear water, on the 
hoideis of which were fome little antelopes, 
“ who were tioddcn, from time to time, by the 
feet of the elephants. One of them, named 
“ SiJamu che^ thus thought within himfelf : If this 
“ mighty elephant bring his herd hither every day 
“ to quench their thiift, our whole race vill be 
“ deftroyed ’ An old antelope, named Fijaya, 
“ gueflingthe caufe of his melancholy, faid : Be 
‘‘ not foi rowful ; I will provide a remedy for 
this evil. AVith this promife, he departed, and 
confidered how he fhould approach the ele- 
‘‘ phant near enough to addrefs him without 
“ danger : 

“ For : 

“ By the touch, an elephant deftroys ; by the 
teeth, a feipent ; even by giving food, a king j 
and by fmiles, a treacherous man. 

“ Lwillj therefore, faid he, climb up yon 
‘‘ mountain, and thence difcouife vdtii him, 
“ Having done' as he had refolved, he thus 
began ; O fovereign of elephants, I come to 
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thee, by the command of that great monarch ‘ 
the Moon. Who art -thou? faid the elephant; 
and what is thy bufmefs ? Hear, faid Vijaya ; 

“ I am an ambaflador . Though weapons are 
raifed, yet an ambaffador fpeaks : nay, more ; 

‘‘ ambalTadors, though they declare the plain. 
“ truth, are not furely to be flain by you. I 
therefore fpeak, by order of his lunar majefty. 
In driving away the antelopes, who are ap- 
“ pointed keepers of the pool facred to Ghandra, 
‘‘ thou haft ad;ed improperly: we antelopes are' 
“ its guardians : hence alfo the God is named Sa-^ 
‘‘ ganca^ or fawn-fpotted. When the.^pretended 
“ ambaflador had faid this, the elephant faid, with 
great fear,: This has been done by me through 
‘‘ ignorance ; we will npt again come hither. - 
“ Come then, faid Vijaya j and having fainted^ 
“ the god who dwells ' here, and trembles with 
rage, appeafe him. The elephant went, and 
‘‘ as it was night, the antelope fhewed him the 
refiedtion of the moon quivering in the water, 

and commanded him to make proftration. 

\ 

Great Sir, faid the elephant, my offence was 

through ignorance ; therefore, be moved to 

“ forgivenefs : faying this, and making profound 

“ falutation, he vs^ent his way. Therefore, I 

\ < ' 
faid : Ufmg a great name, &c. 

“ So, anfwered I, our monarch has great 

‘‘ ftrength and great power. The birds then 
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dragged, and ftmck me, faying': 
treafon * Doft thou live in our country, and 
“ traduce oui fovereign ? After thefe words, 
they cairicd me befoie their king Cbitra^'oerna ; 
who looked at me; while they, after due fa- 
lutation, thus addicfled him . Let our lord 
hear : This evil-minded water-fowl, though 
living in our land, condemns thy tin one, our 
monaich. Who is he? faid the piincc , and 
lA hence comes he? They anfwercd . He is a 
“ fubjcdl of Ihi any p gat bha, and comes fiom the 
ifle of Carpura, I was then af.ccd by the 
prinic-minihcr, a vultuic, who was the vizir at 
my couit A large water-bird, named Sei- 
I ‘‘ ‘vaj?iya, faid I. He is well employed, faid the 
vultuie, becaufe he was born in that country; 

Since : 

A king fhould, by all means, chufe a mi- 
nifter who was born in his realm, who follows 
the piofeflion of his anceftois, who is perfedl 
“ in religious and moial duties, void of arro- 
“ gance, has lead the body of laws, firmly prin- 
“ cipled, efteemed wife, and the author of pru- 
“ dent counfcls. 

“ Then a pariot faid : 

“ The ifle of Carpiird^ Sir, lies in Jautbiid- 
wipa ; and your majefly has theie a jufh light 
of dominion I True, faid the peacock ; 

“ For : 
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“ A proud king, a child, and a man who 
feeks immenfe wealth, grafp at what is unat- 
tainable : 

What right can they have in it? If, faid-Ij 
dominion were obtained by words only,, then 
might all Jambudwipa be fubjedt to my king. 
“ How, faid the peacock, will he maintain his 
light ? By war, anfwered I. Go, then, faid he, 
fmiling, and make preparation for it. Send 
thy own ambaflador, faid I. Who, alked the 
“ king, will go on this embalTy ? 

For. 

An ambaffador fhould be thus qualified : 

‘‘ Fmthfuh honeji^ pure^fortunaie^ mild^ labo- 
rlous, patient^ a Bralwieti, knowing the heai'ts' 
of others^ and extremely fagacious : 

“ Again : 

“ Noble, true, eloquent, profperous, affable, 
exad; in delivering his meffage, with a good 
“ memory ; 

An ambaffador fhould have thefe feven qua- 
lities. There are many fuch ambaffadors^ but 
a Brahmen mufl: be appointed : 

“ For : 

“ Let a prince conciliate the Gods to himfelf, 
and not long immodeiately for wealth; even 
by 'the company of Siva, the black hue of the 

‘‘‘ venom is not to be i emoved. 

\ 

. The parrot, therefore, mufl go. Having 
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“ thus fpokeii, he faid to the pairot : Go thou 
with him, and declare our plcafure. As the 
‘‘ king commands, be it done, laid the pan ot; 
“ but with that mifehievous baca I cannot 
“ travel. 

‘‘ Thus it is written : 

A bad companion makes a had condition ; 
the fruit is certain ; as the ten* mouthed giant 
“ carried Seta away ; and as the ocean was 
bound in chains. 

“ Further : 

“ We mull never Hand, wc muft never go, 
“ with a wicked perfon ! By Handing with a 
“ crow, the goofe was killed ; and the vartace, 
‘‘ by moving. 

How was that ? faid the king. 

‘‘ In the road to TJjjayani^ near the border of 
it, is a large pippel-tree, whei’c a wild gander 
and a crow had lived a long time. Under this 
‘‘ tree, a traveller, fatigued by the fummer heat, 
“ flept in the lliade, with his bow lying by him ; 
and whim he flept, the flrade, for a Ihort time, 
left his face; and the wild goofe on the tree, 
feeing his face enlightened with funbeams, 
‘‘ was moved with prty, and extending his 

“ wings over, lhadowed him. The traveller, 

> 

“ in deep deep, opened his mouth wide, and 
the crow, letting his dung fall into it, flew 
“ away. When he awoke, and found his mouth 
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defiled, he looked up, and perceiving the wild 
goofe, fiiot him. Thence I fay : We muft 
never ftand, we muft never walk, &c. 

Now I will tell you what happened tb the 
vartace : 

“ Hear : 

“ On a certain day, ail the birds made a fef- 
“ tival in honour of Gaj^uda. On the fea ftrore, 
where they were w'alking, a crow and a var- 
face flew together ; a fbepherd, attending the 
feaft, carried on his head a pot of curds, which 
the crow, from time to time, j^ecked at ; upon 
“ this, he fet^the pot on the ground, and laifing 
his head, faw both birds, and purfued them ; 
but the crow, while he ftopped to breathe, 
‘‘ flew off, and the fmall bud who moved flowly 
“ was killed by him. Therefore, I repeat : Wb 
muft never ftand, we muft never move, &c. 

“ I then fpoke thus . Brother parrot, why doft 
-■ thou fpeak fo unkindly of me ? Thou art, in 
iefpe<ft of me, as the feet of my king. Be it 
fo, anfwered he : 

“ Never thelefs : 

‘‘ The foft words of the deceitful make me 
fearful of mifchicf ; like the fmell of flowers 
*** out of feafon. 

“ And thy wickednefs in talking has been 
‘‘ fully known to me ; for thy fpeeches have, 
before this, been the caufe of a war between 
two princes, 
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, “ Though a crime be committed even in prc- 
fence of a fool, he rejoices, like the chaiiot- 
“ maker, who had his wife and her lover over 
his head. 

How was that ? faid I. He anfwered : 

“ In Snnngarna lived a carpenter, named 
Mmdamaii^ or little-fenfe, who knowing his 
“ wife to be imchafle, but not having with his 
“ own eyes feen her with her lover, told her 
“ one day, he was going to another town, 
“ and took his leave ; yet, without going far, he 
returned, and concealing himfelf in his houfe, 
lay under the bed. ,The adulterer, in full con- 
“ fidence that the hufband was abfent, was fent 
“ for in the evening, and fat fporting with her 
on the bed ; when Ihe touching fomething 
“ with her foot, and concluding that it was 
her hufband, began to lament. Her lover 
‘‘ a&ed, what was the reafon of this. ' She an- 
“ wered : He that is the lord of my life is ab- 
“ fent ; and this town, though full of inhabit- 
“ ants, appears to me like a defeil. Why, faid 
“ he, fliould this caipenter be an objedt of fuch 
“ affedlion ? he who calls thee a harlot ! Cruel 
“ man ’ faid fhe, what doft thou fay ? Though 
fhaip things be fpoken, and though a wife 
‘‘ be feen with a look of anger ; yet, when her 
hufband is appeafed, fhe returns to her duty. 

“ Again : 

“ A hufband is the chief ornament of a wife. 
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though flie have no othei? brnament ; but 
“ though adorned, yet, without him, fhe has no 
ornament. 

“'Thou, an adulterer, with whom the le- 
“ vity of my mind caufed me to j(in, art like a 
“ tambula-flower, wOrn a little while, and foon 
“ thrown alide : but my hulband, by his fu- 
‘‘ preme dominion, has power to give or fell 
“ me to the gods or the Brahmens. What need 
“ is there of many words ; in his life I live, 
“ and in his death I muft die, as I certainly 
“ will. 

“ Por : 

“ As many hairs as are in the human body, 
multiplied by a croire, and half a croire, fo 
“ many years will fhe live in heaven, who dieg 
“ with her hulband, 

“ Again : 

“As a, charmer draws a ferpent from his 
“ hole, thus a good wife taking her hufband 
from a place of torture, .enjoys happinefs with 
him. 

“ Yet more : 

When a faithful wife hears her hufband is 
dead in a dihant countiy, fhe abandons life, 
‘‘ and accompanies him. 

“ Hear now the- fruit of fuch virtue t 

If he be bound in hell with the ftrongefl 
** chains, yet fhe takes him by the hand, and 

K 2 
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leads him to heaven by the force of her 
piety* 

“ The caipentcr healing all this, thought 
within himfclf : I am a wondeiful man, to 
poffefs fuch a wife * a wife who fpeaks of me 
“ fo alfedlionatcly, whofc love is innate. Saying 
this, he could not icftiain himfelf, but raifed 
“ on his head the couch, with his wife, and her 
“ gallant. Thence, I fay: Though a ciimc, &c. 

“ After this, having faluted the king as if 
“ he had adminillercd juhice, I was difmifled. 
‘‘ Now, Sir, the pariot is coming after me ; 
“ knowing all this, thou Vvult adt as is expedient. 
“ Sii, faid Chaci n^oaca^ fmiling, this T>h gha-^ 
“ i 7 mc bCy having travelled to a foreign country, 
has perfoimed the king’s bufinefs to the bell 
“ of his power ; but this is a fault in his natuie : 
“ Foi : 

' Give a hiindi ed pieces, rather than go to 
war. This is the rule in the facred code : 

To war ithout neceflity, is the pait of a fool 1 
Aftei fuch an affiont, faid the king, war 
feems unavoidable. Sii, faid the minifter, I 
will fpeak in private without thefe hearers. 
For: 

“ As words form an echo, fo the eye, and the 
motions of the body, aie comprehended by 
the fagacious : let piudent men, theiefoie, give 
counfel in fecieu 
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Befides : - - 

^ s 

By winks, by the walk, by adion of fpeech, 
by the motion of the eye, and the lip, a wife 
man difcovers the mind. 

“ When he had faid this, the Idng and his 
vizir remained, while the reft departed, each 
a different way. 

This I know. Sir, faid the minifter, that this 
bufinefs of fending an ambaffador, has been 
effected by the baca. 

“ For : 

A fick man is an advantage to phyficians; 
a meflenger to the meffenger’s loid; a fool 
‘‘ to the learned ; a king’s fubjed; to a warrior. 

Let this be the caiife, faid the king ; but 
now fay what muft be done ? Sir, faid C&a- 
^ c?'avaca, let an ambaffador be fent : then we 
fhall know the whole affair, and the enemies 
“ ftrength orweaknefs. 

Thus, indeed, it is written : 

“ Let an ambaffador be the king’s' eye, in fur- 
veying his own and every other region ; and 
in difcerning What is piadiicable, and what is 
“ impradiicable : He who has no fuch eye is 
blind ' 

“ Let him take a fecond perfon, a confiden- 
‘‘ tial affiftant ^ and when any fecret bufinefs is 
‘‘concerted, let him remain himfelfj and fend 
bfick his aflift^ntY 


I 
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‘‘ Thus it is mitten : 

In the place of a foreign king, let a wife 
“ man converfc with ambalfadors, who know 
‘‘ the divine books, are devout, and of a facred 
charadler, 

“ A confidential minifter fhoiild be one who 
“ travels by land and water. Let fome other 
(rice-bird) be fent, but not this baca ; let him. 
remain in your palace ; but let all this be kept 
‘‘ fecret ; for good counfel is betrayed by fix 
ears. This alfo is the cafe of a fecret ; let the 
king, therefore, confult only with himfelf and 
“ another. 

‘‘ Hear: 

“ By levealing a feciet, the faults of a piince 
cannot be corrected : this the moialifis know. 
“ He faid, eagerly, I have an excellent am- 
bafiador. Then, faid the minifter, thou haft 
obtained vidiory. 

“ While they were fpeaking, a chamberlain 
entered and faid : A parrot, from JahibudiLipay 
is ai rived at the palace gate. The king looked 
at Chacravaca, who faid; Let an apaitment 
be prepared for him, and let him repair to it; 
after that he fliall be prefented. The cham- 
bprlain faid : Be it as the king commands; and 
after that went with the pariot to his ftation. 

War, faid the king, is now fettled. Yet, 
Sir, faid the minifter, it muft not take place, 
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For, what is that treafurer, or w^hat is that 
counfellor, who advifes his piince to make 
“ war without due confi deration ? 

“ It is written : 

Let a wife king fliive for vidoiy if he 
be attacked ; but let him not make war. 
Since, if two kings fight, both cannot be 
‘‘ vidlors. 

And : 

Eyeiy man is a hero, who has not been in 
‘‘ battle : and who, that has not feen the ftrength 
‘‘ of another, is not arrogant ? 

“ Faither : 

“ A great ftone is not raifed, by men, without 
“ labour . but if a man can attain great fuc- 
“ cefs with little efforts, the fruit' of his virtue ” 
' “ is great. 

“ Neverthelefs, when war is determined on, 
it muft be vigoroufly conducted . 

“ For : 

“ As corn produces its fruit, among men, in 
“ due fcafon j thus, good conduQ; produces fruit, 

“ O king ! after a long time, and not on a fud- 
“ den. 

Yet more: 

A great king fhould fear his enemies at a 
diftance : but when near, adt with valour. In 
the midft of danger, it is a dreadful crime to 
be inadlive. 
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Again : 

“ The dehroyei* of all fucceffes, is ill-timed 
apprehenfion of danger. ^ 

“ He then added : The king C/jkraverm is 
“ exceedingly firong. That v/e fliould engage 
with a ftrong foe, is not advifeable ; it would 
be like a man affailing an elephant oii 
foot. 

“ Befides : 

He is a fool, who, not having attained a 
proper time, engages his enemy. A conteft 
with the ftiong. would be like attempting to 
fly with the \Vings of an infedt. 

Yet more . 

Let a warrior keep his aims referred, as a 
toitoife contradis his limbs ; then, when he 
has an opening, let him rife up like an en- 
raged ferpent. 

Hear, O king ! 

Againfl; a great prince, a fmall one may 
“ perfoim much in due feafon, if he know 
ifratagems ; as the inundation of a fmall 
river can tear up the loots of tiees like 
grafs. 

“ In this manner let the parrot, having con- 
“ flded in us, be kept, until a necelfary fortifica- 
tion can be prepared ; 

For : 

Pne bowman handing on the centre wall. 
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may figlil an hundred, or even an hundred 
thoufand ; a caftle, therefore, is neceffary. 

“ It is added : 

A prince hationed in his enemy’s country 
without a fortrefs, unable to repel his foe, ne- 
celTailly falls, like a man out of a flip. 

Again . 

‘‘ A fqrtrefa muft be built with large battlc- 
ments, and lofty walls, fupplied with velTels, 
implements, provilions, and water, with a hill, 
a river, a diy plain, and a wmod. 

“Yet more : 

Of great extent ; difficult of accefs ; fuffi- 
“ ciency of water, and grain ; with fore of 
wood , a fit place for ingrefs, and egrefs ; thefe 
“ aie the feven excellencies of a caftle. 

“ Who, faid the king, can be employed in 
“ building it ? 

Whoever, anfwered the minifter, is emi- 
nently Ikilful in the bufinefs, let him be em- 
ployed; in fuch bufinefs, whoever is inexpe- 
‘‘ rienced in it is a dunce, though he may know 
all the faftras ; let the faras, therefore, be or- 
dered to attend. 

‘‘ The order being iflued, and the faras at- 
tending, the king thus addrelTed him . O fa- 
“ ras ! thou muft build a fortrefs. The faras, 
‘‘ having paid his homage, fpoke thus : A for- 
trefs, O king ! has long been provided, name- 
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“ ly, a large pool ; but an ifland in the middle 
“ of it fliould be fupplied with a quantity of 
‘‘ grain; fince, of all florcs, great monaich ' a 
ftore of grain is moft ufeful : a bright gem 
“ taken into the mouth will not pieferve life. 

Befides : 

Of all taftes, the lade of fall is moft excel* 
“ lent ; let fait be iifed, without which the beft 
‘‘ difli would be unfavoury. 

“ Go,fpeedi]y,faidthe king, and make all ready. 
‘‘ While the king was fp caking the ardour 
" entered, and, aftei falulation. faid : The fove- 
“ reign of the ciows, O king’ named I^Lgbci- 
“ verpr.y is arrived from Svnhahduippj and 
folicits the honour of feeing the feet of our 
prince’ The crow, faid the king, is a wife 
bird, and has feen much of thewoild; let him 
be gracioufly icceived. It is even fo, faid 
^ Cbacra'vaca ; but, O king ' the crow is a land- 
“ bird, and is confidercd as lejedled by oui 
“ race, which differs widely fiom him , how can 
“ he be received ? 

“ It is thus written . 

“ A fool who leaves his owm lace, and delights 
“ in another, is deftroyed by ftrangeis, like the 
blue fliakal. 

How, faid the king, did that happen ? 

-There is, faid the minifter, in the city of 
“ Ujjayam a fhakal, w^ho going one night, for 
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Ms pleafure, beyond the limits of the town, fell 
into a pot of indigo ; and, unable to rife out of 
it, lay in it, as if he were dead. In the morn- 
“ ing the owner of the indigo pulled him out, 
and threw him out of the room ; when he, 
‘‘ concealing himfelf, ran away to the foreft. 
“ Perceiving that he v as of a daik blue colour, 
“ he thus thought within himfelf. I am now 
of a divine colour, the colour of Qy-ijfma ! 
What greatnefs, theicfore, may I not attain ? 
“ Plaving accordingly fummoned the reft of the 
fliak iK, he faid to them . The deity of this 
“ wood has himfelf anointed me fovereign of it, 
“ with the juice of ccleftial heibs ; fee my holy 
coloui : to-day, therefore, I muft begin the 
“ difcharge of my duty,^ and by my command 
juftice fliall be adminiftered in the foreft. 

The beafts, perceiving his diftinguifhing 
“ colour, fell pioftiate, and paid homage, fay- 
ing . As the king commands * and then was 
fuprcme dominion conferred on him by all the 
animals of his lace. Soon after, when he had 
alfo aflembled a herd of lions, tigeis, and other 
beafts, deceived by his appearance, he defpifcd 
his fpecies, and difmifted all the fliakals, who 
were much aftlidled with their difgrace ; 
but an old fhakal arofe among them, and faid : 
Be not grieved, I promife you relief j we, who 
^ know him, are driven from him ; but as he 
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feeks to ruin us, I muft contrive to deftroy 
him. Thelions, tigers, and the reft, imagine 
from his blue hide, that he is a monarch ; but 
be It our care that he may be dctedlcd : thus 
may we eifedt our puipofe; one evening, when 
you arc all colledted befoie him, fet up a loud 
ciy ; when he heais it, his nature will prompt 
him to join in it ; 

“ Foi. 

Whatever is natural to any one, can baldly 
be difeontmued . fhould a dog be made a king, 

■ he will hill gnaw leather. 

The tigeis, &c. knowing his voice, v/ill de- 
ftroy him. This being done, the confequenco 
followed . 

“ As it is written: 

Oui natural enemy knowsour former crimes, 
our heait, and our ftrength, fo that he pene- 
trates and deftroys, as fire burns a dry tree. 
Thence, I fay . A fool who leaves Ins own 
flock, dze, 

“ Though it be fo, faid the king, yet confider, 
fince he comes from a gieat diftance, what 
• reafon can there be for rejcdling him ? 

“ O king, faid Chacravaca^ an ainbaflador is 
‘ difpatchcd, and a fortrefs built j let the par- 
rot fee this, and depart, fince Qhanacya^ by 

■ employing a fagacious melTenger, dehroyed 
' Nandai let a king, therefore, encircled with 
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wariiors, receive an ambaflador who comes 
frbm a dlflance. 

Upon this a council was aflembled, and the 
parrot introduced, together with the crow, 
named Meghavetma. 

“ The paiiot, raifing his head a little when 
he entered the hall of audience, faid, aloud : 
Hear, O Hyra?zycigarhha ^ the profperous Cht- 
travezzia, king of kings! thus commands 
thee : If thou value thy life, or fortune, come 
fpeedily, and pay homage at our feet ; if 

“ not, be allured of expullion from thy terri- 
tory- 

‘‘ The king anfwered, in a rage • Who, among 
“ you, is not my fLibje6l ? Then Meghaverna 
rofe, and faid . Give the word, O king ’ and 
I will put this bafe parrot to death. The mi- 
“ nifter then firmly addrelTed the king, and the 
crow, in thefe words : 

“ Yet hear* 

“ That is no council, at which the aged attend 
“ not ; they are not aged, who fpeak not with 
“ juftice ; that is not juftice, which is unaccom- 
panied with tiuth ; and there is no truth 
where fear prevails. 

' “ This is clear law. The parrot is a Brah- 
‘‘ men ; but an ambalfador, though a barbarian, 
“ muft not be flain . a king fpeaks by the mouth 
“ of his ambalfador, who,’ though weapons b^ 
raifed for war, merely delivers his melfage. 
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Gaither ; 

Who confiders liimfelf debafed, becaiife an 
ambaffador reports, that otheis magnify thcm- 
felves ? They who are refpedtable, aie fo in 
‘‘ themfelves : a meflenger fpeaks only as he is 
“ inftrudted. 

The king, neverthelefs, and the crow, ex- 
“ preffed their natiiial warmth of temper ; and 
‘‘ the parrot, riling from his feat, departed: after 
which, an officer, fent by the minifter, com- 
plimented him with an ornament of gold, and 
then difmilfed him. 

“ The pairot returned to the Vhidhya moun- 
“ tains, and paid his refpedfs to Chttraverna^ 
“ who feeing him, faid . W ell, my ambaffador, 
what is the Hate of things ? V/hat fort of a 
‘‘ country is it ? O king ’ anfwcred the parrot, 
the ffate of things is ffioitly this : A war muff 
“ be refblved on ; the ifland of Carpura is a ter- 
‘‘ reftrial paiadife ; how can I paint it in proper 
‘‘ colouis ? 

“ The king, hearing this, convened an affein- 
“ bly of his mofl; dillinguiffied minihcis, and, 
having taken his feat in council, fpoke thus : 
Now, fince war muff be waged, advife what 
‘‘ IS to be done. 

“ As -it is written : 

Difeontented priefts, and contented princes, 
are alike ruined j modeft harlots and immodeff 
“ women of rank, aife alike. 
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“ A vulture, named Dtiraderfi^ or far-feeing, 
‘‘ then fpoke thus : O king I in diftrefs, war h 
“ not to be waged : 

Since : 

“ Whenever the counfellors of a monarch are 
‘‘ well difpofed, and his minifters ferve him 
“ Readily, and when the foe is unprepared, then 
he may declare war. 

“ Let an aftrologer, faid the king, be fum- 
“ moned by this my order ; and let him calcu- 
]ate a propitious day for our expedition. O 
“ king ! faid the minifter, any expedition, at 
‘‘ prefent, is improper. 

“ Since : 

‘‘ Fools only engage on a fudden, without 
^ afcertaining the ftiength of theii enemy j and 
“ mofl: afTuredly receive a number of drawn 
“ fabres on their necks. 

“ Do not, faid the king, oppofe, on all occa- 
“ lions, my eager defire ; but declaie, how a 
prince, who feeks vidlory, mufl invade a 
“ foreign territory. I will declaie it, faid the 
‘‘ vulture ; only hear ; yet even this plan prOf 
“ duces dangerous fruit : 

Thus it is written : 

V/hat need has a prince of a counfellor who 
acts not, and reafons fiom books ; by me- 
“ moiy, prefciibing a medicine, no diforder is 
** cured. 
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15. Let him. continually moleft his enemy ; 
‘‘ deftroying their food, their fields, their water^ 
their wood, and thcii entrenchments. 

“ 1 6. Among the king’s forces, the elephant is 
the chief, and no othei ; an elephant, ufing 
all fiis members, is confidered as having eight 
arms. 

“ ly The hoife is the fixength of armies, for 
‘‘ he is a moving wall : a king, therefore, pof- 
“ feffed of many horfes, is vidlorious in land- 
fights. 

1 8. Warriors, mounted on horfes, are hard 
to be conquered, even by gods ; their ene-^ 
“ mies, even at a diftance, are fubdued by 
them. 

‘‘ 19. The fiifi: bufinefs of war, is the prc- 
fervation of the whole army : cleaning the 
“ ground, and chufing the afpedl, is called the 
“ firft adtion. 

20. Wife men acknowledge as their elder 
bi other, a man naturally brave, fkilful in 
“ arms, well-afiedled, kind-hearted, difficult to 
“ be fubdued, famed for heroifm, and of great 
ftrength. 

“21. Men do not fight, O kingf fo boldly 
for gifts and wealth, as for the honours con-* 
ferred by their fovereign. 

“22. A fmall army, if excellent, is a great 
one 5 not a numerous force with their heads 
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jdioril (dirgraced) : the flight of bad troops 
“ afliiredly* caufes the route of good ones. 

“23. Not to protedf, not to be prefent, to be 
fparing of gifts, to procraflinate, to have no 
wardour who may introduce fuppliants ; thefe 
are caufes of difaffeftion. 

“ 24. By haraffing the foes, let him who 
feeks vidlory overcome them ; by delaying to 
harals them, they profper, and aie gratified. 

‘‘ 25. In defeating tlie enemy, there is no ' 
other objed: than dividing the fpoil : let the 
prince, therefore, with care divide the booty 
taken from the foe. 

“ 26. When peace is made by a viceroy, or 
“ by a principal counfellor, a firm prince may 
exprefs anger, and renew the war. 

‘‘ 27. He may even, after having defeated the 
“ enemy, deflroy them, with troops eager for 
“ gain ; or feize and carry off their cattle, or 
even imprifon their chief. 

28. Let a prince make his own regions po-« 
pular, for the fake of poflefling that of an- 
‘‘ other : or by bcftowing gifts, and conferring 
“ honours, with like popularity, let him acquire 
the odour of fame for generofity. 

“ Ah ! faid the king, what need is there for 
fo many words. To be fortunate by nature, 
and to fubdue the foe, thefe are the two pro- 
y perdes of a king : by poffefling thefe qua- 



“ lities, wife princes extend tlieii* gloiy .like 
Vachafpatif 

Another kind of fticngth, faid the minifter, 
fmiling, miift be provided ; another code of 
fciences mufl: be prepared: How can light and 
“ darknefs remain equally in one Ration ? 

The king then aiofc, and an aRronomer 
“ having maikcd the piopitious time of the fun’s 
“ palTing thiough the fign, he marched forth. 
“ JuR then a meffengci anived, who, after 
making obcifancc to Jiiranyaghatva, thus 
fpoke : O king’ is approaching ; 

“ and even now, has taken his ground on the 
top of the mountain Malaya • a guaid muR 
“ be kept continually in the caRle, for the viil- 
“ ture is his piimc miniRer. Yet more : It has 
® been afierted, in conveifation upon this fub- 
jedt, that a certain bird was before ordeicd by 
“ the vulture to make an attempt upon the fer- 
“ trefs. O king, cried Chacravaca^ that muR 
be the ciow ' By no means, faid the king • if it 
w ere fo, how would he have begun with pio- 
pofing the death of the parrot ? Befides : Our 
‘‘ foes fuccefs in this war, muR have been fince 
the ai rival of the parrot : the crow has been 
“ a long time conRantly here. Yet, faid the 
“ miniRer, when a Rranger comes, he Riould 
“ be treated with caution. What benefadior. 
“ faid the king, can be confideied as a Rranger I 



^ON WAR' 


149 


'‘'Hear: 

' '' A ftranger, who is kind, is a kinfman. 

“ An unkind kinfman is a ftranger. 

Painful diftempers are br^d in the body, 
while foothing medicines glow in the foreft. 

Again . 

Ptravara^ feivant of the king Sudrac^ in a 
ftiort time, gave up his own fon. 

“ How, alked the minifter, did that happen ? 

' “ Once, anfweied the king, as I was fpoiting 
with a young goofe, named Carpiiramanjari, 
in the pool of Carpuracett, made for the le- 
creation of king Sudrac, a Rajaputra^ named 
^-^ 'Vtravara, who had come from a diftjnt coun- 
try,’ 'went, at that time, to the wardour of the 
" palace, and faid : 'I am a Rajaputra, who want 
“ a maintenance, grant me a fight of the king ! 
'' The warden went to Sudrac^ and perform- 
'' ing due homage, faid : O king ! a Rajaputra^ 
named Vira^uara, is come from a foreign coun- 
try, and ftands at thy gate. 

< The king faid' Bring him to 'pie Viravara 
'' was accordingly introduced to the king’s pre- 
'' fence , and fainting him, faid . If you afk for 
'' me as thy fervant, O king ’ allow me a fti- 
“ pend. What ftipend doft thou demand ? faid 
Siidrac, Four hundred pieces of gold a day, 
“ anfwered Vtravara. With what implements, 
ff faid the king, canft thou perform fervice ? 
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“ With three, faid Vtravara : the two firft arc 
“ my two aims, and the third is my fabre. It 
“ cannot be, faid the king ; and Vtravara, 
“ making his obeifance, departed. The firft 
“ minifter then addrefled the king : Allow him, 
‘‘ Sir, this falaiy for a few days, that his dif- 
“ pofition may be known j then you may pro- 
“ portion his pay to the talents he polTefTes. 
Sudrac, perfuaded by this advice, called back 
the foldier, and giving him betel, ordered him. 
the ftipend he had demanded. And then 
“ keeping a conftant watch on his adtions, learnt 
that Vtravara gave one half of his pay to the 
‘‘ gods and the brahmens, one quarter to the 
poor, and the remainder he fpent on himfelf. 
“ This was his conftant pradlice. And, with 
‘‘ his fabre in his hand, he kept watch, day and 
“ night, at the palace gate j going to the king 
only when he was called for. 

“ On the fourteenth of the dark half of the 
‘‘ moon Bhadra, at midnight, the king heard the 
“ found of weeping and lamentation. He faid, 
“ aloud : Who is there at the gate ? The foldier 
“ anfwered . O king ' I, Vtravara^ am in wait- 
“ ing. Let an enquiry be made, faid the king 
concerning that weeping. Be it as the king 
commands, faid Vtravara, and immediately 
“ departed. 

“ In the mean while, the king, thinking within 
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that he had unadvifedly fent a fingle 
foldier, in fo dark a night, without a toich,took 
‘‘ his cimeter, and followed him out of the town, 
“ Virava7^a had difcovered a damfel, veiy 
“ young, 'exquilitely beautiful, and elegantly 
appareled, to whom he faid : Who art thou ? 
Wherefore doft thou weep ? 

“ She anfwered : 

I am LacJhfjii^ the Fortune of king Sudrac^, 
‘‘ under the fliadow of whofe aim I have long 
“ repofed : but am now forced to depart from' 
“ him, and therefore weep. By what means, 
** faid Viravaf^a, can the goddefs be again efta-» 
‘‘ blilhed here ? If thou, anfwered Lacjh7m.^ will 
‘‘ devote to me, the goddefs of felicity, thy fon 
‘‘ SaBivare^ whofe body has fixty marks of ex- 
“ cellence, I will again dwell a long time in this 
“ country. Sp faying, £he vanifhed. 

“ Vtravara. then went to his own houfe, and 
waked his wife and fon, whom he found fleep- 
“ ing. Viravara repeated to them the very 
words of Lacjh^yii ; which SaBtvara no fooner 
“ heard, than he faid, with rapture : Glorious, 
“ indeed, am I become ’ who am the inftrument 
of faving the dominions of my prince ! What, 
O father, fhould occafion delay ? any day, 
‘‘ fiirely, muft be favourable for offering up my 
body in fuch a caufe. 

Since the poet fays ; 
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‘‘ A good man would .refign his wealth, and 
“ even his life, for others ; fince death is inevi- 
“ table, that death is furely beft, which procures 
“ moft good to the virtuous. 

“ Let this, added his mother, be the bufinefs 
“ of our family . if it be not, how elfe can we 
' “ give an equivalent for the Ijplendid falary 
“ which the king allows us ? 

' “ Having faid this, all of them haftened to the 
“ goddefs of profperity ; to whom F ira'vara^ 
“ with pious adoration, faid : Be favourable, O 
goddefs ' grant victory to the great king Su- 
“ drac, and receive thy offered have. So fay- 
“ ing, he ftruck off the head of his fon : 

and immediately thought thus within him- 
“ felf : I have now made a full leturn for the 
“ king’s munificence, but, without my boy, my 
‘‘ own life is a fruitlefs burden. After this fhort 
meditation, he flabbed himfelf . and his wife, 
feeing him dead, and unable to furvivc her 
hufband and her fon, put an end to her life, 
“ with the fame weapon. 

All this Sudrac heard and faw wdth aflo- 
nifhment, and faid ; 

‘‘ Ignoble men live and die like me ; but the 
equal of that Vtravara never exifted, nor ever 
will exift among men. Since my kingdom is 
“ therefore deprived of him, it is of no more 
ufe to mcj 
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He then unfheathed his fword, and was 
preparing with pleafure to give himfelf’ a mof- 
“ tal wound, when the goddefs LacJljnn^ ap- 
‘‘ pearing in a viiible form, took the king by the 
‘‘ hand, and faid : My fon, this a(5i: will be ab- 
^‘furd; thy realm £hall not now be broken. 
Sudrac^ falling proftrate, faid : O goddefs, I 
have no occafion for my realm, nor even for 
my life. If ftill thou haft any affedtion for 
me, let that heio Vtravara, with his wife and 
fon, be reftofed to life by my death ; let me 
go into that path which becomes me. I am 
“ abundantly fatisfied, faid Lacjhmi^ with thy 
feivent piety, and love 'for thy fervant ; go, 
conquer, and let the hero, with his family, 
rife to life ! 

‘‘ The king, having again proftrated himfelf 
before the goddefs, returned to his palace, 
unfeen by any mortal. 'Viravara^ in the mean 

time, rofe from the dead, with his wdfe and 

\ 

his child : they went home, and he returned 
to his Ration before the royal gate. 

“ The king then afked him, what he had 
“ found to be the caufe of the lamentation. He 
anfwered : O king ’ a girl was weeping, and 
when flie faw me, ftie vamflied ; there was 
no other caufe. 

“ When the 'king heard this anfwer, he was 
highly pleafed, and faid within himfelf: Hov/ 
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can this moft viituoiis man, Viravara, be re-* 
warded ? 

‘‘ It is wiitten : 

A true lieio fpeaks gentl)'-, boafts not of 
himfelf, is liberal, and no refpedler of perfons. 

A great man is benevolent. 

“ How this whole tianfadlion pioves the 
“ greatnefs of Vtravara f 

“ In the morning the king aflemblcd an illuf- 
trious council, and, relating the adventure, 
from the beginning to the end, conferred on 
Viravara, with great honour, the kingdom of 
Carnata, 

“ How then is a ftranger to be cenfured ? 
But among ftrangers, it is true, are fome of 
‘‘ the higheft, fome of the loweft, and fome of 
the middle, dais. 

Chacravaca then faid : What fort of a coun- 
fellor is he, who gratifies the defiie of his 
prince, when he orders what ought not to be 
“ done ? It is better that the mind of his m after 
ftiould be grieved, than that he ftiould perifli 
through improper conduct. 

“ Hear, O king ! 

Let me attain what is acquired by virtue ; 
and not refemble the barber, who, through 
“ the delufion of a golden veflel, flew the beg- 
gar, and was flain himfelf. 

“ How, afked the king, did that happen ? 



ON WAR. 


155 


In the city of Ayodhya^ faid the mmiftcr, 
lived a foldier, named Chudaviani ; who, giv- 
ing himfelf great pains in fearch of wealth, 
paid particular homage to the god adorned 
with a ciefcent : and having committed very 
“ few fins, had the felicity of feeing the deity in 
‘‘ a dieam ; who faid to him : Shave thyfelf this 
“ morning, and hand concealed behind the gate, 
vdth a club in thy hand, with which thou 
“ {halt put to death a beggar, who fhall come 
“ into the court, and inftantly the dead body 
“ fhall be changed into a vefTel full of gold ; 
“ which infallibly fliall make thee happy, as long 
as thou livefl and fpendeft it fieely. The fol- 
dier did as he was commanded, and gained the 
‘‘ treafure ; but the barber who had come to 
fhave him, and faw what happened, thus rea- 
foned within himfelf : Oh ! is that the mode 
of gaining gold ? what then, cannot I too per- 
‘‘ form? From that time, therefore, he flood 
early in the morning, from day to day, with 
“ a club in his hand, w aiting for a beggar : and 
‘‘ one morning, a poor man, who came to fo- 
‘‘ licit alms, was attacked and flain by him. The 
king’s officers, however, feized him, and he 
‘‘ fuffered death for the murder. Thence I faid: 
‘‘ Let me pofTefs what is gained by vhtue, and 
“ fo forth. 

‘‘ How, faid thfe king, can he be proved, by a 
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multitude ofwoids, to be any othh* than what 
he feems ? Is any one a friend, without good 
‘‘ reafon ? Why then fliould my confidence m 
him ceafe ? let him now come, and in his 
“ ftation be of ufe to me. If Clntra^berna be 
“ at this moment in the mountain of Malaya^ 
“ what can be done ? 

r “ I have heaid, faid the minifier, fiom the 
mouth of afpy, jufl. ariivcd,‘that Chit? a''oer7ia 
has difregarded the advice of his counfellor, 
‘‘ the vultiue : the indifcrcet piince may, there- 
‘‘ fore, be fubdued. 

‘‘ For : 

I 

He who thirfts for wealth ; he who aban- 
dons honefly ; he who lejedts advice ; he 
‘‘ who fpeaks falfely , a negligent man ; a cow- 
ard ; a weak man ; all thefe, if enemies, have 
“ no reafon to rejoice. 

“ As long, therefore, as he refrains from fui- 
“ rounding the gates of the fort, fo long may 
the faras’s,and the other generals, be employed 
“ in deftroying his forces in the liver, the moun- 
tain, the caftle, and the roads. 

“ Thence it is written ; 

When an hoftile army is fatigued by a long 
“ march, is impeded by a river, a mountain, 
“ or a foreft, intimidated by a terrible fire, tor- 
mented with thirft, deficient in vigilance, 
w^eakened with hunger, afflidted with difeafe. 
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or pairij not ■w^ell ftationed, molefted by 
‘‘ ftorms and fhowers, obftruded by duft, by 
mud, and by water, an army in fuch fituations 
*tniay eafily be overpowered by an intelligent 
king. 

Again : 

‘‘ An army, O king ’ which is exhaufted by 
watching, through fear of a nightly alfault, 
“ and jQumbers through the day, may at once 
“ be fubdued, as the eye is overcome by fleep. 

“ Thy troops ^ then, advancing againft thofe 
which he has detached, will deftroy them by 
“ day, and by night, as occahon ferves, 

“ This was accordingly done, and Chitraverna 
feeing many of his leaders and officers fall 
around him, thus, with extreme grief, ad- 
dreffed his minifter Duradarfan : 

“ O, my father * why do we flay longer 
here ? What difgrace has befallen me ! 

“ It is written : 

When no progrefs is made in acquiring do- 
minion, all will prove unfuccefsful. Not to 

> - f 

advance, as certainly deftroys prolperity, as 
age impairs the "mod beautiful form. 

“ Befides : 

“ Good actions lead to fuccefs, as good me- 
dicines to a cure j a healthy man is joyful, and 
a diligent man attains the end of learning. So 
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«« a juft man gains the reward of Ins vhtuej. 
riches, and fame. 

Be virtuous, juft, benevolent, and aftedtion-- 
ate, to all creatures that have life i as water 
'' naturally defeends, thus wealth, and felicity, 
“ naturally come to a good man. 

“ O king ! faid the vulture, a prince, though 
^‘'’unwife, reaches the fummit of magnificence 
by attending to one who encieafes his know- 
ledge, like a tree which fiourifhes by growing 
near a river. 

Farther : 

‘‘ The tafte of wine ; the love of woman ; 
“ exceflive hunting; gaming; and borrowing of 
‘‘ money; liftening to falfe chaiges; feveiity in 
‘‘ inflicting of punifliments ; thefe arc the caufes 
of a king’s mifery. 

“ Yet more : 

Wealth unjuftly collected is not enjoyed by 
‘‘ him who indulges in boimdlefs pjeafures, but 
“ has no lefouice in his inmoft foul ; true 
wealth refidcs with good morals, and with 
valour. 

“ Thou, peicelving the good condition of thy 
army, and exulting in foice alone, haft added 
“ harftinefs of fpeech to thy neglect of my coun- 
“ fels ; this fruit, therefore, of thy bad conduct, 
“ is now actually gatheied. 
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As the poet fays : 

What offences againfl morals are committed 
by him who liftens not to advice ! 

‘‘ What man, who refufes to take medicines, 
do not diforders torment ? 

‘‘ Whom doth not good fortune fill with 
pride ? 

“ Whom does not death at length overtake ? 

Who is not plagued by wealth, and goods, 
brought as a portion by his wife ? 

Thus, therefore, I reafoned : T'his prince 
has no underftanding; how he confumest he 
didates of found inftrudion by the fire of his 
own words ! 

J’or: 

If a man has no knowledge of his own, of 
what ufe is a book to him I Of what fervice is 
a mirror to a blind man ? 

“ For this reafon I remained fpeechlefs. The 
king, joining his fore-feet in a fubmiffive pof« 
‘‘ ture, faid : Be it fo ; it is all my fault : but 
now advife, how, with this reinforcement of 
“ my army, I fhall return to the Vzjidhya moun- 
tains. The vulture thought within himfelf: 
‘‘ We muft have recourfe to a ftratagem ; and then 
faid, aloud : O king I anger muft ever be appeaf* 
ed towards the gods, a preceptor, cattle, kings, 
priefts, women, and children, towards cows. 
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the old, and the hck : then, with a fmile, hd 
added : Be not difheartened, O king ! be con- 
‘‘.fident. 

“ Hear : 

“ The wifdom of a coiwfellor is known on a 
“ ‘breach of peace ; of a phyfictan^ in the three 
“ acute diftempers . Who is not wife, that can 
fhew wifdom in fuch emergencies ? 

‘‘ Befides ; 

When fools begin a tiifling adf, they hefi- 
tate ; but when the wife begin an arduous 
“ entcipiize, they aie film, and without he- 
“ fitation, 

“ I, therefore, will condu 61 : thee quickly hence 

to the Vtndhya mountains, attended with fame 

and ftrength, having even deftroyed by thy 

‘‘ foice the caflle of the enemy. 

* 

“ How, faid the king, can that be atchieved 
with fo inconfiderable an army? Sir, anfwcred 
“ the vulture, it will all happen. 

“ He, therefore, who defiies conqucfl:, mufi: 
avoid procraflination, and haften to attain 
“ viftory. 

“ This very day let a line be foimed around 
“ the foitrefs. 

While this was doing, a baca (or paddy- 
bird), who had been fent as a fpy, came to 
“ king TLif' any agar hha\ whom he thus addreffed: 



ON WAR-. 


16 ^ 


O king, this Chit7''averna is now, by the ad- 

“ vice of his counfellor, the vulture, furrounding 

\ 

the gates of thy cafhle. The king, turning to 
his minifter, faid : O thou, all-knowing, what 
‘‘ now muft be done ? 

“ The flamingo faid : 

By the ftrength of thy own mind, O king, 
make a diftindtion between good and evil; 
diftribute gold and drefles, as marks of thy 
favour, to fuch as deferve them ; 

Since it is written : 

“ Fortune deferts not that lion-prince, who 
exadfs twenty fhells from the peafant, yet be- 
‘‘ flows thoufands of weights of gold with a 
liberal hand. " . 

“ Again : 

“ On eight occafions, O king ! there cannot 
be too much liberality : 

“ A folemn facrifice, a royal -marriage, in pub- 
lie diflrefs, for the deflrudtion of enemies, on 
“ a work which will raife reputation, on the fo- 
“ ciety of friends, for the comfort of beloved 
wives, and for the relief of indigent relations. 
“ Yet more ; 

A fool, through fear of beftowlng too much, 
affuredly lofes all : What wife man difpenfes 
not his whole fortune through feai of awoife 
“ misfortune? 

VOL. XI.' M 
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How, faid the king, can exceflive prodiga- 
** lity be of ufe on the prefent occahon ? 

It is written : 

“ To efcape danger, let a man preferve his 
wealth ; to fecure his wealth, let him preferve 
“ his wife ; and by his wife and his wealth, let 
him even preferve himfelf. 

“ How, faid the minifter, can a fortunate man 
“ be expofed to danger ? Sometimes, anfwered 
‘‘ the king, Fortune forfakes her favourites. 
“ Even accumulated wealth is loft, replied the 
** minifter; laying, therefore, afide this avaricious 
mood, encourage thy warriois with gifts and 
** honours. 

As it is written : 

** Soldiers contented with their ftations, de- 
termined to perifh or conquer when they arc 
ennobled, and honoured, infallibly fubdue the 
hoftile forces. 

Again i 

‘^Heroes, with good morals, pleafed with 
their fervice, refolved to adt, although there 
be only five hundred of them, flay an army of 
“ foes. 

“ Yet more t 

** A prince who knows not how to make difi- 
“ tindtions, who a<fts with feverity, and fruftrate^ 
good adtions^ is deferted by all hpneft men j 



ON WAR. 


I6S 

“ how much more by others ? Eyen a wife de* 
ferts a hufband, who only gratifieth his own 
hunger. 

“ Since it is added : 

“ Truth, valour, liberality, thefe are the prin* 
cipal virtues of kings ; void of thefe, a ruler 
of the world is fure to have a blemifhed cha* 
ra<Sier. 

“ Good counlellors are alfo neceflarily to be 
“ honoured. 

“ Therefore it is written ; 

“ The hero, who, when he is engaged in 
any great undertaking, pardons offences, dif- 
“ perfes treafurc, encreafes fortunes, he is to be 
trufted, he is to be ferved with our hearts, 
** and wealth I 

“ Farther : 

When a low man, a woman, a child, or a 
fool, are the advifers of a king; he is tolled by 
the winds of vice, and drowned in a fea of 
** trouble ! 

Again ; - ' 

“ The prince who conceals his jOy, and his 
“ anger, who fpends his revenue with conti- 
nual moderation, is never forfaken by his 
fervants, and the earth bellows her wealth on 
‘‘ hi*7f 1 

Such minillers as refolve to profper, or 

M Z 
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‘‘ perifh, witH their fovereign, ought never to be 
difgraced by him ; 

“ Since : 

“ When a king, blind with pride, falls into 
an ocean of perils, the %vife exertions of an 
affedionate minifter take him by the hand, 
and preferve him from drowning. 

“ After this converfation Meghave? 7ia entered 
haftily, and having paid homage, thus ad- 
“ drelfed the king ; Grant me, O king ’ the 
“honour of an interview; the enemy, who 
“ wage this violent war, aie in motion at the 
“ caftle gate , let me, therefore, by th^ order of 
your majefty, fally forth, and fliew my valour, 
“ that I may return, in fome degiee, the obliga- 
tions which you have conferred on me. No, 
“ no, faid the flamingo, if we are to fally forth, 
it is needlefs to fortify the caftle. 

“ Therefoie it is wiitten 
“ Though a crocodile be dangerous as poifon, 
“ yet, if he leave the water, he becomes weak : 

if a lion depait from the foreft, he neceffarily 
“ becomes like a fliakal. 

“ O king ’ go in perfon, and view the attack: 

“ Foi ; 

“ Let a prince lead his aimy, and engage at 
“ its head . even a dog lions it in fight of his 
mafter. 
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' Neverthelefs, all the troops, by the king’s 
command, marched out of the caftle, -and'a 
dreadful conflidt enfued. 

V 

“ On the next morning Chtfra've'nia faid to 
the vulture : Ha, father ! what tHou haft pro-* 
‘‘ mifed, muft be performed. 

‘‘ Hear, O king ^ faid the vulture : ' 

‘‘ A general, who adts unfeafonably, who is 
“ weak, indifcreet, ignorant of principles, cannot 
keep a fecret, or fights without courage, is the 
‘‘^^ruin of a foitrefs. 

“To conquer by alliance with the enemy’s 
“ officers ; to continue a blockade obftmately ; . 
“ to attack at night; or to take a caftle, and 
f ‘ plunder it, by ftorm ; thefe are the four greateft 
adfs in war, 

“ Then, whifpeiing in his ear, he added ; Let 
us engage, therefore, heie as valiantly as we 
“ are able. 

“ Before the fun was rifen, while a fierce 
“ battle vfas fought before each of the four caftle- 
“ gates, Meghaverna^ with the crows, his com-" 
“ panions, fet fire, in one day, to the whole for- 
“ trefs, and ciied out : The fort is taken ' it is 
“ taken ! When the generals, therefore, of Hi- 
“ ranyagarbha, and the other birds of the gar- 
“ rifon,. Heard the clamour, and faw the caftle 
in flames, they fpeedily entered the pool ; ' 
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“ A good confultation j a good preparation 5 
a good engagement ; and a good retreat ; let 
“ a wife officer do all this when occafion offcrSi- 
“ without helitation. 

The gander^ fiom his natural form and habit, 
moved flowly, accompanied by the faras ; and 
“ being furrounded by the cock, with the troops 
“ of Chitravema^ thus addrcffied his faithful 
general : O faras ! thou ffialt not deftroy thy- 
felf through my fault ; thou mayeft now de- 
part, enter the lake, and there, with the advice 
of Servajnya^ my minifter, place on the throne 
“ my fon Chudaretna. Give not, O king ! faid 
‘‘ the faras, this improvident Older: thou mayeft 
yet be a gieat monarch, famed as long as 
the fun and moon fhall endure. I was com- 
mander of the caftle, and the enemy may enter 
“ it when the gates of it are ftained with my 
blood : 

“ Since it is written : 

A mafterj patient, generous, abounding 
“ with good qualities, is to be ferved for his 
“ virtue. 

True, faid the king ; but it is added : 

“ A fervant, pure, honeft, and faithful, Is I 
“ know hard to be found. The faras then faid : 
Hear, O king 1 if, by leaving the field, we loie 
all fear of death, we may then profperonfly 
** ieek another place 5 but if death be inevitable, 
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why fhould our name be fullied to no good 
purpofe 

“ Again : 

“ In this world, broken with the motion of 
“ waves, violently agitated, life fhould be vir- 
“ tuoufly fadrificed for the benefit of others. 

‘‘ Thou, O king ! muft in all events be pre- 
“ ferved. 

Since : 

The king ; the minifter ; the country ; the 
fortrefs j the treafure ; the army ; and our 
friends ; thefe are, by nature, the bpdies of a 
kingdom, and fhould continue an affemblage 
of precious things, long fecured; among thefe, 
the chief is the king ; for nature, though 
“ abundant, cannot exift when her lord is gone* 
“ Though DJ^anwanten be the phyfician, what 
“ can he do when life is departed ? 

“ Befides : 

“ This mortal race of fubjeds are miferable, 
“through the mifeiy of the prince; and by 
“ his rife they rife, like the lotus, vifited by fun- 
“ beams. 

“ The cock then came, and attacked the gan- 
“ der with his talons and beak,; but the faras, 
“ in hafte, covered his prince with hie wings 
“ and body, till, when all the cocks at once af- 
“ failing him, ftill fecuring the king who had 
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“ fallen, piifliecl him into the water, and 'flevv', 
“ with his iliaip bill, the general of the cocks 5 
“ but fell hunfelf, oveipowered by a multitude 
of birds Chitraverna then enteied the 
caffle, \and feizing all the treafm es hoarded 
in it, was congratulated as vidtor by the en- 
“ comiafls, and returned to his own camp.” 

Weadmiie,” faid the young princes, “the 
“ viitue of the faras who commanded the 
“ gander’s army, in prefeiving his loid at the 
expcnce of his own life : 

' “ Since : 

“ CoT.Ts biing forth calves, all with bodies 
“ like themfclvcs ; but few of them are bulls, 
“with horned foreheads, and leadeis of the 
“ held.” 

The noble faras,” faid VxJImufarman-> “ by 
abandoning his mortal fiame, afeended to the 
“ immoital gods, and was born again the fon of 
a goddefs, living happily above, for a time 
pioportionate to his meiit. 

“ Thence it is written : 

“ They who aie valiant in battle, foi faking 
even life foi the fake of their mailers, and 
“ feivants devoted to their lords, and intel- 
“ ligent in bufmefs, afeend indubitably to 
“ heaven. 
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When a foldier, who has fliewn no timi- 
dity, falls in battle, furrounded by foes, he 
reaches the ffods, who die "no more.- 
“ May you, when you reign, fight not always 
with' elephants, with horfemen, and with ih- 
fantry! but may your enemies, overthrown - 
by the winds of wife counfels, be driven for 
prote^fion to the mountains ^ 


£ND OF BOOK THE THIRD, 



f 


BOOK THE FOURTH. 

t 


On Peace, 

The princes tEen addreffed thcii' iiiftruGior : 
Thou haft given an account of war, now 
let us hear fomething of peace.” I will 
“ fpeak,” faid Vijlmufarman^ “ of peace ; fince 
‘‘ it is your pleafure. 

“ Attend , the principal verfe is this : 

“ A great war continuing, and the armies of 
both kings being exhaufted, peace was quickly 
“ concluded by the vulture and the chacra, who 
“ met for that purpofe.” 

“ How,” faid the princes, “ did that hap- 
pen ?” 

FiJImufa? man proceeded with the fable. 

The gander, thus preferved, faid to his 
** council : AVho fet fire to my caftle ? Was it 
“ a ftranger, or a fubjeft of mine, inhabiting 
“ the fort, and in league with mine enemies ? 

“ O king, anfwered the chacra, that Megha- 
“ verna, whom you made your friend without 
reafon,i s now with, the enertiy } at leaft he is 
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not to be found here; whence I conclude, that 

/ 

“ the bafe work was his. 

“ The king, after meditating a while, faid : 
“ £ven fo : this was my fault, or my bad for- 
tune. 

“ Whence it is faid : 

“ It is even the fault of deftiny, not of his 
^ counfellors : and whatever good he has before 
done, is on this account deftroyed. 

“ This, too, is written, fubjoined the counni 
“ fellor : 

** When a man has a bad ftar he accufes def- 
- “ tiny ; but un wifely perceiveth not his own bad 
‘‘ actions. ' , 

“ Further : 

‘‘ 'He who follows not the advice of his be- 
“ loved friends, falls like the foolilh tortoife from 
“ the pole by which he hangs. 

How, faid the king, was that ? 

** In Magadhadefa^ or South Behar^ anfwered 
the chacra, is a, pool, named Bhulld tpala^ or 
“ lotus-bloffom \ where two gdefe dv/elled, to- 
** gether with a tortoife, their friend. “ It Kap- 
pened once, that fome fifhers came thither, and 
faid: Why do we wait fo long on the bank? In 
the morning we will deftroy all the fifh, and 
the tortoifes. The tortoife hearing this, faid, 
with great fear, to the two geefe ; My friends, 
I have he^d the dreadful threats of the two 
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fifiiermenj what, therefore, can be done? Let 
it firft be afcertained, anfwered they, that we 
are in danger, and then deliberate on the 
« means of efcaping. No, no, faid the tortoifej 
‘‘ what appears expedient muft be done imme- 
diately: ' 

As it is written : 

The two fifh, Ana^afa-vtdhatri and Prafy^ 

“ iitpenna7nati^ both profpered, while Yadbha-- 
^imfoya perifhed. 

‘‘ How, faid the geefe, did that happen ? ' 

“ Once, anfwered the tortoife, three fifhei- 
men, who had come to this very pool, were - 
feen by the filh, one of vfhom, named Anaga- 
iavtdhatfd^ thus thought within himfelf . I 
muft not ftay here ; but, difregarding the 
“ maxim, that, what will be, will be, let me link 
to the bottom : he funk accoidingly. An- 
“ other fifh, whofe name was Pratyiitpennamati, 

“ faid : Whither muft' I go, fmce I have no *cer- 
tain knowledge of futurity ? I muft adl with 
“ refolution* 

Since it is written : 

‘ He who is in danger, and finds away to 
‘‘ efcape, is truly wife. 

. “ That, faid YadbhaAJloy which Is impof’ 
fible in nature cannot be done j that tvhich 
is natural may naturally be peifoimed ; fince 
this opinion deftioys the vend in, of care^i 
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why fhould we not take fo falutaiy a me- 
dicine ? 

“ When Ti'atyiitpennaiiiatty theiefore, was 
caught in the net, he fpiang with all his 
“ force into the water, and difappeared ; while 
ITadbljaiDiJIoya was taken and killed. Thence I 
“ repeated the veife concerning this fifh: Let it, 

‘‘ theiefore, be contiived, that I may go to the 
“ bottom of fome other lake. 

How. faid the geefe, canft thou, who creep- 
‘‘ eft on the ground,, go fafely? Let me go, an- 
fwered he, with you through the air. But 
how, replied the wild geefe, can that be con- 
trived ? If you two, faid the tortoife, hold a ' 
ftafi'in your beaks, I will grafp the middle of 
“ it with mine ; and thus you will fly with me 
through the air. Let this be the contiivance, 
faid the geefe: but>he who thinks of a mea- 
“ hire, muft alfo think of the evil which may 
enfue : • fee how the youngeft of the foolifh 
baca’s were devoured -by weafels. 

“ How, faid the tortoife, did that happen ? 

“ In the noith. Lid one of the wild geefe. near 
the mountain, called Grtdhratdta, or vulture- 
“ cliff, on the bank of the river called Av d-uatly 
“ ftands avata-tiee ; in the hollow of which lived 
“ a black ferpent, who ufed to devour the young 
“ birds, that neftlcd on the tree iin old baca, - 
hearing the lamentations of the young birds, 
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“ thus addrelTed them : Have recourfe to this 
expedient . take fome fifh, and beginning with 
‘‘ the hole of the weafel, or ichneumon, fcatter 
them one by one in a line, ’till you come to 
“ the black ferpent’s hole ; the ichneumon, eager 
“ for food, will then come, and neceifarily feeing 
“ the fnake, to whom they bear a natural cn- 
“ mity, will deftioy him. This was done, and 
“ the ichneumons tracing the filh to the cavity 
“ of the tree in Avhich the ferpent dwelled, de- 
voured him : foon after, a ciy’^ of the young 
baca’s was heard, and the ichneumons having 
“ climbed up the tree, deftroyed them all. 

“ Therefore, I faid : He who thinks of any 
“ meafure, muft alfo think of the evil which 
“ may enfue it. 

“ If thou be taken, therefore, by us In tlie 
manner propofed by thee, thou wilt be feen 
‘‘ by fome of the human race, who will exclaim, 
how wonderful! and if, on hearing this, thou 
“ attempteft to give an anfwer, thou wilt in- 
“ evitably perilh : by all means, therefore, re- 
“ main here. 

‘‘ Am I, then, faid the tortoife, a perfect idiot? 
“ how fo ! I will fay nothing ; have I no regard 
“ for myfelf ? 

The wild geefe finding him obftinate, raifed 
“ him on a pole in the air ; and the herdfmens 
“ boys, perceiving a tortoife in fo ftrange a fitua-^ 
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tlorij.ran halloing and exclaiming : Whdn he 
** falls we will drefs him, and feaft on him ! 
Another faid ; We will cany him hence alive I 
The tortoife, hearing thefe ill-natured fpeeche'?, 
was fo provoked, that he forgot his former 
“ refolution, and faid, in a paffion : Eat afhes, 
‘‘ you young cow-keepers ! No fooner had he 
“ opened his beak, than he fell, and was killed 
by them. 'I’herefore, I faid ; He who follows 
‘‘ not the advice of his faithful friends, falls like 
“ the foolilh tortoife. 

“ Soon after a baca, who had been fent as a 
“ fcout, came and faid : O king ! I had before 
“ given my advice, that the caftle Ihould be eva- 
cuated ; this is the fruit of neglecting it : • 
‘‘ the fortrefs was burnt by that villain Megha- 
“ verna^ who was employed for that puipofe, 
“ by the enemy’s prime minifter the vulture. ' 
Oh ! interrupted the king, with a deep figh, 
he who confides in a foe, who honours or 
benefits him, refembles a man who ileeps on 
the top of a tree, and when he falls, is re- 
** proved by all, 

“ The baca continued ; When Megbaverna^ 
O king ! had burnt the fortrefs, he went to 
the camp of Qhitraverna^ who was exti emely 
^‘gracious to him, and faid V Meghavei'na {!lLidLA. 
be appointed raja of Carpuradwipa : 

Since it is written ; 
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When a feivanti' has acted well, his good 
work XDUght not to -perifh , but he fhould be 
made happy by rewards, by afFeddion, by kind 
.words, and by kind looks. 

“ Your majefty hears, faid the chacra, what 
the fpy fays. What followed ? faid the king. 
“ Sir, anfwered the baca, the vulture then faid : 
O ^king ! that would, on every account, be 
improper ; how can he, on whom dominion 
“ is conferred, be reduced if he ffiould be un- 
grateful ? exceffive favouis, to low perfons, 
‘‘ are like water on fand : an ignoble perfon, 
O king ! ought never to - be placed in the 
ftation of the great. ' . 

“ Since it is written : ' 

“ A mean perfon,' raifed to a high degree, 
“ feeks the ruin of his lord ; as the moufe, hav- 
ing attained the form and force of a tiger, 
went to kill the faint. ^ . 

How, faid Chiraverna, did that happen? 

- ‘‘ There is, anfwered Duraderjin^ in the fa- 
cred grove of the divine philofopher Gautama^ 
“ a faint, named Mahatapas^ eminently pious ; 
‘‘ who feeing a young moufe fall near his dwell- 
ing, from the bill of a ciow, benevolently took 
him up, and fed him with grains of rice. 
^ One day, when the moufe was preparing to 
eat, a cat appeared, and the kind faint, by the 
power of his devotion, changed the hioufe 
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into a cat. This new animal was, foon after- 
wards, teriiiied by a dog, and was made one of 
“ the fame fpecres At length, being in dread of a 
‘‘ tiger, he became a tiger, through the prayeis of 
‘‘ the faint j who then perceived* the difference be- 
tween a tiger and a rat. All the people faid : 
See how the piety of the faint has changed yon. 
rat into a tiger ' Then the ungrateful beaft 
thought within himfelf As long as thefaint lives, 

“ this defamatory difcourfe will be held concern- 

/ 

“ ing my form: with this thought, he lan to- 
“ waids his benefa6i:or and attempted to kill him, 
“ but was changed, by a fhoit prayer of the 
‘‘ heaven-eyed fage, into his natural fliape. 
“ Thence, I faid ; A mean peifon, raifed to a 
high degree, feeks the rum of his lord ! 

“ Yet moie : , - 

“ This promotion, O king ’ fhould not eafily 
be made immoderate ambition is ever pre- 
‘‘ judicial, 

“ Hear the poet : 

A baca, who was eagerly devouring hfli, 
“ the largeft, and the leaft, and thofe of a mid- 
‘‘ dling fize, was herfelf caught and killed by 
“ a ciab, 

“ How, faid Chitf'averncj, happened that ? 

“ The vulture anfwered . In the country of 
“ Midavif is a pool called Ped,magarhha^ or 
“ Lotiis-bearmg ; where an old baca flood la- 
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mentiiig his want of flrength ; and was feen, 
“ fiom a diftance, by a ciab, who faid : Why 
“ doil thou Hand following in the pool without 
“ food ^ Fifli, anfwered he, is my fuftenance ; 
“ the pool is now almoft dry, and the fifli will 
“ be killed by the fifliermen ; this lefolution I 
heard from all the liflieis on one fide of the 
town : fo that it is decreed, that for want of 
food I muft inevitably pel ifli ; this thought, 
even now, takes away my appetite. When 
the crab heard this, all the fifli thus thought : 
Is the baca become our benefafloi on this oc- 
“ cafion ? he then mufl; be confultcd how we 
are to a£t. 

Since it is written : 

Let an union be formed with the foe, who 
benefits, not with a friend who injures thee : 
“ a view miifl be duly made of benefits and 
“ injuries. 

“ They then faid: O baca’ v.diat means aie 
there of fafety ? None moie certain, anfwered 
“ he, than finking to the bottom of another 
ftieam, whither I will carry you. They faid. 
“ Be it fo. Now the ciuel bird, taking 
“ them up, devoured them one by one. i he 
“ crab feeing the pool without fifli, faid to the 
baca : Take me too. And the bird, eager to 
‘‘ tafte the delicate flefli of the crab, took him 
up, with great marks of refpedb, but flew 
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“ down with him to the ground, in order to 
“ feaft on him. The crab, feeing the ground 
‘‘ covered with the bones of the fifh, thus 
“ thought : 

This bafe baca, no doubt, has devoured them 
“ all. Alas ’ I am killed ’ O me, unfortunate I 
“ Be it lb : then let me adt according to cir- 
“ cumftances : 

Since : 

‘‘We Ihould only fear, when danger is dif- 
“ tant : when it is piefent, we Ihould fight like 
“ heroes ! 

“ Again : 

“ When a heio, fortunate in combat, fees no- 
thing left that is dear to him ; then, if he be 
wife, he peiilhes together witli his foe. 

“ Yet more : 


“ When, without fighting, death is inevi- 
table } and with fighting, life is doubtful ; that, 
fay the wife, is the only moment for battle. 

With this refolution, the crab, as foon as 
the greedy bird extended his beak, for the 
purpofe of defiroying him, turned round, "and, 
with his llrong claws, tore the baca’s throat 
fo, that he was killed. Thence, I laid : The 
baca was dellroyed by feafting on filh too 
gieedily. 

Chkravema replied : Now hear ’ my coun- 
fellor, lillen ! This is ray object ; When 
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Mcghnvc) fia fliall bs viceroy ot Civ'purddwipft^ 
“ whatcvei piccioiis things the country pro- 
duces, thofc lie Mill fend to us; and we, in 
eager cxpedlation of them, Mill remain in 
“the mountain. I)ii> ndu> fin VQpmQd, 

“ with a fmilc * O, king ' he mIio delights him- 
“ felf M’ith the thought of M'hat he docs not 
“ poflefs, MuIl be like the brahmen who broke 
“ his pot 

“ Hom^ did that happen ? faid the king. 

“ On the bank of the rivci jlpunnrhhavd (or 
“ giving exemption fiom any fiiUiic birth) to 
the north of the city Dc'ucicotaj'a, lived a 
Biahmcn, whofe name is Devajarman, Me, at 
“ the beginning of the month, M’hcn the fun 
“ enters the ram, rccci\ cd from a pious man, a 
“ little pot full of M'hcat bread, M'hich he took 
“ Muth him to a pottei's houfc, in pait of M’hich 
“ he rehded. Before he Mcnt to icf};, he thus 
“ faid Muthin himfelf If I fell this pot, I fliall 
“ receive ten coMTies, with mIiIcIi I fliall buy 
“ larger pots, and then larger, till iny M’calth 
“ will increafe, and I become a feller of areca- 
“ nut and cloth' Mhen I am M’oith a lac of 
“ rupees, I muII many four wives ; totheyoung- 
“ eft and handfomeft of M’hom I fliall attach 
“ myfelf, in piefeieiice to the reft. This will 
“ excite tliejcaloufy ofliei companions, who Mill 
“ begin to quanel with her; but I, inflamed with 
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wrath, {hall {hike them with a ftick, thus : fo 
faying, he threw his ftick, and broke his pot, 
together with other veflels • the noife of which 
“ alarmed the potter ; who, entering the room, 
and feeing the mifchief done, turned the dif- 
appointed Biahmen out of his houfe. Thence, 
I faid : He \vho delights, &c. &c. 

“ The king then fpoke thus to the vulture, in 
private : O my father * advife^ what is now to 
be done. Thevultuie faid . The minifters of 
a king are blamed, Vv^hen he goes aftray, like 
“ the driveis of a mad elephant ! , ^ / 

Hear, O king '' 

Was the enemies caftle deftroyed by my 
contrivance, or by thy ftrength ? By thy ftra- 
tagem, anfwered the king. My order, faid the 

V 

‘‘ vulture, was executed. 

“ Let us now, therefore, return to our own 
country ; left when the rainy feafon fhall be- 
gin, he ftiould attack us again with equal 
force ; at a time when our retreat will be diffi- 
cult. Now, therefore, for the fake of our 
happinefs and eafe, let us make peace and re- 
tire. That the caftle is deftroyed, ^nd fame 
acquired, is an advantage pi ocured by me, 

‘‘ -Since : 

“ He who offers his virtuous fervices, and 
without regarding what is pleaftng or unpleaf- 
ing to his lord, fpeaks difagreeabl^ trqths, is a 
benefadlor to his prince. 
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Befides : 

‘‘ Let a king feek peace for the love of reli- 
gion ; in war, fuccefs is doubtful ; but in 
making peace, let no man doubt. So faid 
Vnhafpati, 

“ Again ; 

“ What wife man, if he ftand agitated by 
“ doubt in uncciLain war, can preferve liis friend, 
his foices, his, kingdom, his own life, or his 
fame ^ 

“ Why, fciid the king, was not this advice given 
before ? In what lefpedl;, faid the miniftci, was 
not my opinion completely known to thee ? 
“ This war was not begun by my advice. For 
‘‘ the king Utranyagarbha is of a peaceful, not 
a warlike difpofition. 

Thus the poet fays : 

A ti ue-fpeaking man, a virtuous man, 
a jufl man, a vicious man, he who has 
many brothers, and he who has obtained vic- 
tory in many wars ; with thefe feven, peace 
hrould be made. 

1. He who keeps truth inviolate, will not 
“ alter his nature after a peace, even if he lofe 

his life. 

2. A good man moft afTiircdly will not 
‘‘ become bad, 

3. For a juft man all the world fight. A 
- juft prince prevents calamity, by love of his 

fubjeds, and of virtue. 


ON tEACE. 


183 


“ 4. Peace fliould be made even with a bad 
‘‘ man, when fliin is impending ; not for the 
fake of his protection, but from conlideration 
of the time. 

“ 5. As dufl, when intermixed with thorns, 
“ cannot be trampled on, fo a king, who has 
“ many brethren, cannot be fubdued. 

“ 6. It is not advifeable to fight with a hero : 
“ even axloud cannot go in oppofition to the 
wind. 

“ 7. Neither the enmity nor the friendfhip 

I 

of thofe two princes, whofe wealth, and 
‘‘ whofe forces are equal, can be very gieat, or- 
“ very little, 

“ 8. Like the fon of Jamadagni, every king, 
who in all places, and at all times, obtains 
‘‘ victory in battle, enjoys glory. 

I 

“ 9 He who makes peace with a prince who 
‘‘ has been victorious in many wars, afluredly 
“ overcomes his own enemies. This king, there- 
fore, who has been often a conqueror, is Lc, 
“ v/ith whom peace ought to be made. 

When the Chacra had heard this converfa- 
“ tion repeated by the fpy, he faid ; Now we 
“ know the whole, go a fecond Aime, and return ' 
“ when you have learnt all that has been done. 
“ I go, Sir, faid the baca, and when I have in- 
“ formed myfelf, will fpeedily return. Hiranya- 
“ garbha then faid to his minifter : I am de- 
firous of knowing from thee, with what forts 
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‘‘ of piinccs peace ought to be concludcch The 
“ Chna o fpokc thus : O king ' I will enu- 
“ m Cl ate them . 

Heal the poet . 

‘‘ A boy, an old man, one long Tick, an out- 
'' calf, a con aid, a caufc of tciioi, a covetous 
man, and one not covetous, an ill-natuied 
‘‘ man, and one n ho abounds in fcnfual gratihea- 
tions, lie wlio has many fehemes and dilfcicnt 
‘‘ counfels, a contemner of the gods and of 
“ pi lefts, one who denies piovidencc (or fate), 
“ and one who lehcs wliolly on it, one wlio 
“ gains a little by bcggais, and one who has a mi- 
fciable aimy, one wlio is in a foicign countiy, 
“ one who has many foes, and he who takes not 
the light time foi adlion, and he who is a oid of 
“ truth and jufticc : 

‘‘ With thefe twenty pci Tons, let not a prii~ 
“ dent king make peace, oi only with a view 
“ to then deftiudion; for thefe, in a fliort time, 
‘‘ aie fine to fall undei the power of their 
“ enemy : 

Since : 

Men feck not to war i^ith a boy, on ac- 
count of his n caknefs , nor with an old man, 
“ oi invalid, till oiigli want ol ponci in them to 
“ tianfad biilinefs. 

“ An outcaft is depiivcd of happinefs ; even 
they of his own family feek to deftioy him 
for theii own ciedit. A coward, tlnoiigh 
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averfion from war, naturally flees away ; and 

in battle, even a hero is mixed iii flight with 

cowaids. The fubjetts of a mifer will not 

fight, becaufe they fhare not his riches ; and 

thofe of him who is not covetous, fight only 

“ through gifts. An ill-natured man is delerted 

in battle by better natures ; and the fenfualiil 

‘‘ who abounds in plcafure is overcome by it. ^ 

He who has many projects of his own, is a 

“ foe to good counfellors. A contemner of the 

gods, and priefts, as well as the oppofer of pio- 
*» 

vidence, is conftantly tormented with grief by 
the force of his own impiety. Providence is 
certainly the giver of w^ealth, and of poverty^ 

“ let a man, theiefore, meditate firfl: of all on 
■“ providence ; but not fo as to prevent his own 
“ exertions- 

“ A miferable beggar is felf- tormented; and he 
“ who has a bad army, has no power to fight. 

A foreign invadei is foon overpowered, eveu 
by a w^eak foe. 

“ As the fhark, monfter of the lake, though 
fmall, feizes the king of elephants, he who 

trembles among a multitude of foes (like a 

( 

pigeon among eagles), in whatfoever path he 
treads, is afliiredly deftioyed, even by him 
“ with wdiom he travels in the road. / 

‘‘ He w’'ho engages unfeafonably is overcome 
by him who fights at a proper time ,• as the 
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crow was reduced to weaknefs by the owh 
**• who attacked him by night : never make 
peace with a man void of truth and juftice, 
who, let his treaty be ever fo facred, will foon 
‘ be led by his impiobity to a violation of it. 

I will repeat yet moie ; 

Theie arc fix qualities; peace, war, halt- 
“ ing, moving, a{l^:ing quartei, and duplicity : 
“ five bodies of counfel ; on the promotion of 
“ a woik adtually begun, on the diftindfion of 
“ men, things, liches, place, and time : four 
remedies ; equanimity, puniflimcnt, allianccj 
gifts : three poweis, the power of the council, 
the powci of the aimy, and the power of the 
‘‘ fovereign . by confidciingall which, they who 
defire conqueR become great. 

“ Since ; 

‘‘ That fortune which cannot be pin chafed, 
“■ even at the price of life, voluntaiily feeks 
“ (though changeable by nature) the palace of 
kings, who undeiRand good morals. 

“ It is theicfore faid . 

“ He who always enjoys his wealth equallys 
who has, in paits, concealed fpies, and coun- 
“ fels perfectly fecret, who fays nothing unkind 
to any living creatuie, rules the earth for an 
“ infinity of ages. 

“ But, O king ’ if peace fliould be propofed 
by the great counfellor, the vulture ; vet. 
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lince it will proceed from tlie arrogance of 
conqueft lately obtained, it is not to be ac- 
‘‘ cepted. 

This muft be done : The faras, named Mn- 
“ habala^ who reigns in Sinhaladuipa^ is onr 
“ fuend let his refentment henceforth be laifed 
** againft Jambudwipa. 

Since the poet fays : 

'' Preferving his fecret -unrevealed, and his 
forces well united, let a heio nj^arch and an- 
noy his enemy ; for hot iron may form an 
“ union with hot iron ; fo he, by equal fierce- 
nefs, at a time when his foe is fierce, may 
conclude a firm peace. 

The king, having faid. Be it fo, fent a baca, 
named Vichetti^ Xo ^Stnhaladwipa with a letter, 
‘‘ well conceited. At this time returned the fpy, 
“ who had before been fent, and faid to Hiranya- 
garhha : Hear, O king ’ what was the dif- 
courfe in the counfel of thy foes: The vul- 
ture faid ; Megha^erna, who remained there 
fo long, well knows whether king Hiranya^ 
garbha have a pacifick difpofition, or not. 
“ The crow, being then afked by king Chitra^ 
“ venidy what foit of a prince Htranyagarbha 
“ was, and what was the chara6ler of his mi- 
“ nifler the Chacra^ thus anfwered : O king I 
^pjltranyagarbha fpeaks the truth as faithfully 
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“ as TuSdiJ})ttra ; and a miniftei equal to tTie 
Chacra is no wheie to be feen If it be fo, 
faid the king, how could fuch a phcnnix he 
deceived by thee ? Sir, faid Meghaver?iaj 
“ what ficill is required to beguile thofe infpired 
with confidence ? What manhood is there in 
‘‘ killing a child, who climbs into the lap, and 
“ fleeps there ? 

Hear, O king ’ at firfi; fight I v/as detedled 
by the minifter , but the king, who has great 
“ benignity, and confident hopes, was deceived 
by me. 

“ Thence it is faid : 

“ He who thinks a knave as honefl: as him- 
felf, is deceived by him, like the Biahmen v/ho 
was ruined. 

How, faid the king, did that happen ? 

“ In the glove of Gatiiama^ anfwered Megha- 
‘‘ ver7ia, lived a Brahmen, named Prajiutaya- 
jajnya^ or going-to-facrifice ; who, having 
‘‘ bought a goat in another village, and cairy- 
ing It home on his flioulder, was feen by three 
logues, who faid to one another . If, by fome 
“ contiivance, that goat can be taken from him, 
“ it will be great pleafuie to us ; with this view 
they feveially fat down in the road under 
three trees, at fome diftance from each other, 
by which the Biahmen was to pafs. One of 
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' the fcoundiels called out, as he was going by; 
O Brahmen’ why doft thou carry that dog on 
thy fhoulder ? 

It is not a dog, anfwered the Brahmen ; it 
is a goat for a facnfice. Then, at the diftance 
of a crofa, the fecond knave put the fame 
“ queftion to him j v/hich, when the Brahmen 
heard, he threw the goat down on the ground, 
and looking at it again and again, placed it a 
fecond lime on his Ihoulder, and w’-alking on 
with a mind waving like a fwing : 

“ For it is faid : 

The minds, even of the viituous, are agi- 
tated by the words of the b^afe ; as Clntracarna^ 
‘‘ confiding in the three villains, miferably pe- 
rilhed. 

How^ was that ? faid the king. 

“ A lion, called Madotcata^ aiifw^’ered Megha- 
“ njerna^ leigned in pait of a certain foieft, hav- 
ing three minifters, a crow, a tiger, and a fha- 
“ kill j thefe three going together through the 
wmod, faw a camel, to whom they faid : Who 
art thou ? whence doll thou come ? He gave 
them a full account, of his condition, and was 
‘‘ condudled by them to the lion ; who bad him. 
“ fear nothing, and gave him the title of Chi- 
tracai-na^ or wonderful-ears, and kept him in 
his fervice. One day the lion being fick, by 
reafon of the late rains, the fliakal, and the 
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** reft, 'had proem ed no food, and they faid to 

one another : It is refolved, that our mafter 

/ 

‘‘ muft kill the camel, what have we to do with 
‘‘ that thorn-eater? How, faid the tiger, can 
this be, ft nee our lord has given him his word, 
that he ftiall be protected ? When our prince 
is hungiy, faid the crow, he will not fcruple 
to commit a crime : 

“ For : 

“ A woman, tormented with hunger, foifakes 
her own fon 3 and a fei*pent, through the 
fame torment, devours her own eggs : what 
crime will not an hungiy animal commit ? 
Even men, through hunger, become inhuman ! 
“ With thefe ideas they all approached the 
lion, who afked if they had piovided his 
“ food. We have ufed* extreme diligence, ftr, 
“ faid the ciow, but have found no prey. How 
“ then, faid the lion, ftiall my life be fupported ? 
“ Without food, faid the crow, all of us muft 
“ perifli ^ Is any, then, to be had? faid the lion. 
“ The crow whifpered in his ear, Chttracana, 
On hearing which, the lion ftroked his ears^ 
“ and then ftiuck the ground, faying: How is 
** that pradicable, when I have given my word 
“ to proteeft him ? 

It is wiitten : 

“ No fuch fruit is gathered, fay the wife, from 
giving cattle, land, or food , no, not even from 
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giving our own lives, as from giving protec- 
tion to the helplefs. , ’ 

Befides : 

The facrifice of a horfe, with all the mag- 
nificence that could be wifhed, e'nfures not fo 
great reward as the prefervation'of a fuppliant 
who feeks protedtion. 

He is not, faid the crow, to be flain by our 
“ fovereign ; but we will contrive, that he lhali 
‘‘ give up his own body to be eat by thee. When 
the lion heard this, he remained filent. Then 
“ the crow, at a proper time, affembled ail the 
“ courtiers, and went with them to the lion, fay- 
ing to him ; O king ’ no food is provided, our 
^ fovereign is dying with hunger; let him eat 
** my flelh. 

“ Since; , - 

» 

A minifter, however opulent, cannot live if 
he be deferted by his lord. When life is de- 
parting, what can a phyfician do, even if he 
be T)ha 72 ’wantari himfeif^ All miniflcrs have 
“ their lord for their root ; and while trees have 
“ roots, men gather fruits, by taking care of 
them. 

“ My good friend, faid the lion, it were better 
‘‘ for me to refign my life, than to do fuch an ad, 
“ The ihakal made the fame offer, and the 
“ lion faid . By no means. 'Then the tiger faid : 
“ Let my lord feed on my body. That, faid 
the lion, can never be done. The camel then« 
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“ having gained confidence, ofFercd in like man- 
ner 19 make a prcfent of his life , and he had 
“ no foonei* uttered the v^mrds, than the tiger 
toie open his belly, and the refl. devoured 
“ him. 

‘‘ Thence, I fay : The mind even of the 
“ viituous is fliaken, &c. 

‘‘ But to proceed. The Biahmen hearing 
“ the fame quefiion fiom the third villain, was 
peifuadcd that the goat was leally a dog, and 
“ taking it fiom his back, thiew it down, and 
having waflicd himfclf, retiiined to his home ; 
“ while the thice fcoimdicls took the goat to 
“ their own houfe, and fcafied on it Theiefore, 
“ I faid : He who thinks a knave as honefl; as 
“ himfclf, and fo foith. 

“ O Meghaverna ' faid the king, how couldfi; 
thou lemain fo long in the midft of ene- 
“ mies ? And ho-w didll thou recommend thy- 
“ fclf ? Sir, anfweied the crow, what cannot 
“ he perform, who defiics eagerly to accom- 
“ plifii his maftei ’s bufinefs, 01 his owm neceffary 
a Hairs ? 

“ Since it is wuitten : 

What burned wood, O king ’ doth not the 
“ people bear on their heads ? As the current 
“ of the liver, by giadual w^afliing, cuts aw^ay 
the roots of ti ees. 

“ It is therefore faid : 

I 

“ Let a w ife man, wdio has engaged in an en- 
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** terprize, carry even hjs enemy on his. fhoul- 

der ; like the fnake who devouied the fiog. 

“ The king aflced, how that happened; and 

M'eghaverna thus anfwered : 

- “In the territory oi^Magadha, in an unculti- 

vated garden, lived a fnake called Mandavi-^ 

ferpa, who, ‘through extreme old age, could 

“ not, even with great labour, gain his food, 

“ and fell down on the border of a pond; where 

“ a frog faw him from a diftance, and faid : 

\ 

“ Why doft thou lament thus for want of food ? 
“ The ferpent, in a defponding mood, faid : My 
good friend, why doft thou enquire into the 
“ condition - of a malignant animal like me ? 
“ Upon this, the frog, highly pleafed, faid . At 
leaft, anfwer me. 

j- 

There was, anfwered he, in Brah7mpur, a 
youth, named Sufild^ twenty yeais old, the 
fon of a Brahmen, named Qaimdilya : this 
“ young man was accomplifhed with eveiy vir- 
“ tue, but through his evil deftiny was bitten 
by my venemous tooth. When Cau'ndtlya 
faw his fon dead, he fainted through grief, 
“ and falling on the ground, lay greatly agi- 
“ tated : foon after his kinfmen, inhabitants of 
Brah?napii7\ alfembled, and fat dov/n by him, 
“ As it is written : 

He who adheres in pleafure, and in 

vqr . xic o , 
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“ mifery,in 'misfortune, and in the confli<£l 
“ of enemies, in the king’s gate, and in the ce- 
“ metery, is truly a kinfman. 

Then a holy man, named Capila, faid : 
Thou art a fool, Caundtlya : doft thou lament 
“ for this ? 

“ Hear : 

“ Firft, the nurfe lays the new born child in 
** her lap (there is no ftability) ; and then the 
mother. What ufe is there in forrow ? 

“ 2. Whither are the lords of the "world gOne, 
“ with their armies, their valour, and their 
“ equipage ? The earth itfelf remains to this 
“ day a witnefs of their feparation from it. 

“ 3. The body receives with it the principles 
of deftrudtion ; wealth is the caufe of dangers ; 
“ they who arrive, mull certainly return ; every 
“ thing is by nature unftable. 

“ 4. This body lalls but a moment ; it pe- 
rllhes; it is feen no more ; as a pot of unbaked 
“ clay is broken Handing in water. 

“ 5. Youth, beauty, life, colleded wealth, 
“ 'dominion, the fociety of friends, are all un- 
certain ; in this the wife are not deceived. 

“^6. As wood meets wood in the great ocean, 
and after the meeting isTeparated, fuch is the 
“ meeting of animated beings. 

7. The body is compofed of live things, 
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and haftens to death, the diilblution of five 
things ; fo it obtains (what wonder) its proper 
receptacle. 

“ 8. All beings, O fon of Bharet, were in- 
vifible in their primary ftate ; became in their 
“ middle ftate, vifible ; and by death are made 
“ invifible again; what wonder! 

‘^9. As long as a living creature holds his 
“ kinfmen dear to his foul, fo long the iron 
dibbles of affliction are ftricken on his bofom. 
“ 10. The company of any being with an- 
“ other is not permanent ; fince his own body 
lafts not, what has he’ to do with other beings ' 
all different in quality ? 

“ II. Society itfelf implies, no doubt, the 
exiftence of feparation ; like the fucceffion of 
birth, and death, which cannot be doubted. 

‘‘ 12. In the very inftant of enjoying the fo- 
“ ciety of friends, it is improper to drefs food, 
which cannot be adminiftered, with fafety, in 
“ fuch a diftemper. 

“ 13. Night and day, feizing the lives ofmor- 
tals, pafs on continually, like the cuirent of 
“ a ftream, and return no more. 

‘‘14 The fociety of the good in this v/orld 
is like the pleafure of eating delicate food ; it 
“ is clofely connected with the pain of fepa- 
ration. 

15. Thence it is, that the virtuous never feek 

o 2 
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a clofe connection with the virtuous ; becaufe^ 
when the root of the mind is torn afunder, 
there is no lemedy. 

1 6. Good actions have becYi performed by 
Sagar y,s.nd other kings; but good as the ac- 
tions were, they have been deftroyed. 

“ 17. By meditating and meditating on the 
fever e death of an excellent manj like a 
“ leathern bandage, moiftened by the rains, we 
fee that all our cares arc of ho avail. 

‘‘ 18. From the full night, in which men of 
valour and vrrtue take their ftation in the 
womb, from that very inftant in a continued 
feries, from day to day, they approach the 
manfron of death. 

‘‘ In the opinion, therefore, of thofe whoun-« 
derftand this world, excefs of grief proceeds 
from excefs of ignorance. 

Obferve : 

‘‘ If ignorance be not the caufe, but bare fepa- 
“ ration, rn what refpeCt can rt ccafe. 

“ Reflect, therefore, here below, on the firfl: 
principle ; and difmifs all for row for worldly 
affairs : 

Since : 

** When fons ufelefsiy boin, and ufelefsly fall- 
‘‘ ing, rend our bofoms, and caufe excefs in af- 
fliCtion, the fovQieign remedy is not to think 
of them. 
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Caundilya leceived a ray of divine know- 
ledge from the fpeech of Capila^ whom he 
thus addreffed : 

Holy man, by thy favour my foriow is di- 
minrlhed; but my impure breaft, being wafhed 
in the nedlareous flreams of thy pure counfel, 
“ from the blight beams of the lunar circle of 
“ thy mouth, is ftill a little toffed by the waves 
of forrow : impart, therefore, a remedy for its 
internal wound. 

Capila faid : 

When a father, a fon, or a friend, is over- 
come by death, they who know how to affuage 
y the pain of their bowels by abftinence, are,, 
neverthelefs, tormented with grief, but the 
removal of the wife from this bafe world, 
‘‘ which never ultimately affords pleafure, fhould 
ftrengthen devotion, and multiply the delights 
of holinefs. 

‘‘ Caundilya, hearing this, rofe up, and faid : 

‘‘ What, then, have I to do with the infernal 
habitation of my vain houfe ? I go inftantly to 
“ the defert. ' ' 

Capila rejoined : 

I . He, whofe hands, feet, and mind, are 
‘^ completely 'fubduedj who has knowledge, 
“piety, and reputation, .gathers the fruit of a 
, pilgi image. ’ 

“ 2, Even in aforeft, where men aie inflamed 
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with paffion, crimes prevail; and in a private 
“ manfion, where the five membeis are fub- 
dued, piety dwells : the houfe of a man em- 
ployed in virtuous actions, and free from paf- 
“ lions, is a defert of devotion. 

“ 3. Let even a wretched man pradife virtue, 
“ wherever he enjoys one of the thyee or four 
“ religious degrees ; let him be even-minded 
“ with all created beings, and that difpofition 
“ will be the fource of virtue. 

“ Thus, too, it is faid : 

‘‘ I . They, whofe food is only to fuftain life, 
whofe voice is only to fpeak truth, pafs with 
“ eafe through great difficulties. 

‘‘ 2. Thyfelf art a river; the quay of which 
is the virtue of fubduing thy appetites ; the 
“ waters, truth ; the bank, good morals ; the 
“ waves, general benevolence. Here w^afh thy 
“ lips, O fon of Pandu! for the interior foul is 
“ not purified by water ’ 

“ Hear, alfo, what is added : 

Great is the joy of him who leaves this 
bafe world ; abounding in the pains of birth, 

' “ death, old age, and difeafe ! Grief exifts ; not 
true joy : let this be confidered. The cure 
of an affli6:ed mind, is truly named joy. 

It is fo, faid Caunddya^ it is fo. 

“ Then, continued the ferpent, I was curfed 
by that forrowful Brahmen, in thefe words ; 
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** From this day thou fhalt be the bearer of 
“ frogs ’ 

“ After which, Capita faid again: Hear: 

“ Connedfion with the world fhould be 
avoided by every foul : but if it cannot be 
“ avoided, let it be formed with the virtuous ; 
“ for fuch a connedtion will remedy the evil. 

Again : 

“ When divine knowledge, unattended with 
“ the qualities of adtion, dwells in the mind ; 
“ then is the Great' One attained, and the foul 
is abforbed in him. 

‘‘ Again : 

“ Remembering continually, that God, who 
‘‘ wears a diadem, ear-rings, bracelets, and a gar- 
“ land of blue lotus flowers, and afluaging thy 
“ pain, as with cool water from the river s bed, 
in the heats of fummer ; approach the Great 
“ One, and enjoy the delight of thy foul. 

“ Piety, devotion, content, and the other vir- 
tues, muft be nourifhed like children. 

‘‘ On hearing this, Camdilya was relieved 
from the fire of grief, by the nedtar of fage 
“ counfelj and, as the holy ordinance direfl:s, 
took up the jftalf of a Vairagia : whilfl: I, 
through a Brahmen’s execration, remain here 
“ as the bearer of frogs. 

“ The frog, who heard this narration, went 
and repeated the whole to the prince of his 
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diminutive race ; who went and mounted the 
ferpent’s back ; and he, having received, won- 
derfully moved his concealed feet. Another 
day, v/hen the prince of fiogs perceived that 
“ his bearer could hardly move, he faid • Why 
dofi: thou run fo ill to-day ? O king • faid the 
fnake, I am weak through want of food. By 
my order, faid the monarch, go and feed on 
“ my fubjeds- After this, the ferpent feafted 
every day, without fear, on delicate frogs ; 
and^at length, feeing none of the race remain- 
ing in the pool, devoured the king himfelf. 
“ Thence^ I fay : Let a wife man cany even a 
frog on his flioulder, &c. &c. 

“ Apply mow, faid Meghaverna^ the moral of 
“ this ancient ftoiy. 

“ King Hirariyagarbha mull be appeafed; let 
“ peace be concluded : this is my opinion. What 
a judgment is yours, faid the king ; is not that 
gander conquered by us ? If then he live un- 
der my command, let him live; if not, war 
mufl; reduce him. 

After this confultation, a parrot arrived from 
“ J ambudwipa^ with intelligence, that the faras, 
who reigned over Senhaladwipa^ was advancing 
“ to the^ ille of lambii^ and claiming the fo- 
“ vereignty of it. Chiiraver7ia exclaimed, with 
agitation : What What’ The parrot repeated 

the news j'uft^bcfore mentioned ; and the vul- 

\ 
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ture faid, witliin himfdf. O excellent miniftk*! 
excellent f Let him march, faid. the Mng, in 
a rage, I will mai'ch too, and pluck him up by 
the roots ’ 

“ Oh ' faid the minifter, fmiling, let not an 
idle noife be made, like that of a wintry 
cloud: a great piince takes 'care ' not to make 
known the force or weaknefs of a ftranger. 

“ Befides : - • > 

Let not a prince alfemble together a num- 
her of deftroyers* even a proud feipent has 
been deftroyed by a multitude, of little infects. 
“ O king • why fhould thou go without having 
“ concluded a peace ? If I march, the Chacra 
will alfail my rear. 

‘‘ Yet farther : 

He who knows not the firft principle, and 
firft caufe ; who is, beiides, in fubjedlion to 
‘‘ wrath ; is tormented like a fool : as the Brah- 
men was who killed the ichneumont 

I 

How, faid the peacock, happened that ? 

There is, anfwered DvradurJiji^ in the city 
of Ujjayani^ a Brahmen named Madava^ who 
‘‘ had a wife, who having ftationed him to 
v/atch their only daughter, an infant, went to 
bathe herfelf, in adoiation of Shafiti ( Lucina Ji 
foon after the raja fent for the Brahmen, to. 
perform the ceremonies of the Pdrvana 
Shraddhd (or lites) to all his anceftors ,* and 
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he, fpying another Brahmen, thus thought, 
on account of his poverty, within his mind : 
If I go not fpcedily, fome other, having heard 
of this, will procure the Shraddha, 

“ As it is faid : 

If we take not foon, give not foon, perform 
not foon, time gives the benefit of it to another. 
“ What muft be done ? Yet there is no other 
“ perfon at home to take care of the child. 
What then can I do ? Why fhould I not de- 
pait, having committed the care of my child 
“ to the ichneumon, whom I have fo long che- 
rifhed, and who is not diftinguiflied from my 
“ own ojBTspring ? Having done fo, he departed. 
Soon after which, the ichneumon feeing a black 
fei pent near the child, killed him, and cut him 
“ in pieces ; and then feeing the Brahmen re- 
‘‘ turning, went haftily, his mouth and paws 
being fmeared with blood, and fell at the feet 
“ of his mafter ; who, feeing him in that condi- 
tion, and faying to himfelf ; He has devoured 
‘‘ my child ’ ftamped on him, and killed him. 
« Afterwards, going into his houfe, he faw his 
child afleep, and the dead fnake lying by him; 
“ at looking, therefore, at the ichneumon, his 
‘'benefactor, 'he was exceedingly afflicted. 

Thence, I fay ; He who knows not the caufe 
“ and principle of aCtions, &c. 

Again ; 


* 
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Luft, wrath, covetoufnefs, extreme joy, 
extreme grief, and ebriety: he who foi fakes 
thefe hx, becomes happy b)'’ that defertion. 

The king faid : '1 his, O my minifter ! is 
“ indubitable. Yes, yes, laid he. 

For: 

Recolleftion of the ufes of others, judgment, 
“ certain knowledge, firmnefs, fecrecy, are the 
“ principal qualities of a counfellor. 

“ Yet more : 

‘'Let not a man perfoim an adt haftily; 
‘‘ want of circumfpedion is a great caufe of 
“ danger : wealth pays homage, even volunta- 
rily, to a man who adts with caution. 

“ Therefore, if my advice be now followed, 
« peace muft be concluded. 

“ Since : 

“ If there be even four remedies for an evil, 
‘‘ mentioned by the wife, in concluding peace ; 
“ the only fruit of them all, that deferves to 
“ be reckoned, is : Peace through proliperity^ 
“ giounded on cordial affeftion. 

“ How, faid the king, can this be fpeedily 
“ attained ? 

“ Sir, anfwered he, it will be foon completed. 

“ For : 

/ 

“ Like an earthen pot, a bad man is eafily 
‘‘ broken, and cannot eafily be reftored to his 
“ former fuuation ; but a virtuous man, like 



“ a vafc of gold, is broken wilh difficulty, and 
eafily lepaned. 

Yet more : 

‘‘ A fool enjoys plea fine ; but he who dlfin- 
“ guillics, with judgment, enjoys in oie delight. 
Even Bi'abjua cannot control a man who has 
not even a paitklc of divine kilowlcdgc. 

“ Now, that Scroajnya^ the king’s minifter, 
“ is fo called by excellence ; as I knew befoie 
“ from the difcouife of Megbaverna •, and from 
having feen what he has done ; 

“ Since : 

Thofewho aie endued with good qualities, 
“ and aie out of fight, aie always judged by their 
a(3;ions • the adts of the viituous aie, therefore, 
“ demonftiated by their fruits. 

“ The king here faid : This dialogue is of 
“ noufe; let that which thou judgefl beft, be 
“ done. 

The great miniller, the vulture, liaving 
given this counfel, went to the centre of lii- 
ranyagharbha % caftlc ; and a meffenger carried 
the news of his ariival to the king, faying : 
“ O, fir’ the gieat miniftcr of Cbtirave7'na is 
come hithei, for the purpofe of making peace. 
“ The gander, hearing this intelligence, faid : 
O, my counfellor ^ is another ill-deligning per- 
fon again come hither ? 

There is no caufe for fear anfwered Sa ~ 
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vaj^iya, fiiiiling, fmce it is DuraJur^n, who 
** is worthy of the greateft confidence ; and 
although this is often the bufinefs of die ill- 
intentioned, yet no apprehenfion fhould now 
‘‘ be raifed. Since : In a pool, which reflc61:s 
the image of many flars, a wife gander was in. 
a moment deceived. Being defirous of feaft- 
ing on the cumuda plant, in the night feafbn ; 
aftei wards, in the day-time, he took a white 
“ flower for a flar, and attempted not to bite 
“ it. Thus, men who- have fallen into difap- 
“ pointments, exped. it even from reality. 

“ Therefore, O king ' as far as you are able, 
let a prefent of jcivels, and their accompani- 
ments, he prepared in honoui to him. This 
being '■determined, the vulluie being intro- 
duced by the C/jacrawnth great refped, through 
the door of the palace, was piefented to the 
king, and placed on a magnifleent feat. 

“ The Chacrai^aca then fpoke ; O great mi- 
nifter ! enjoy this realm according to thy de- 
fire ; it is at thy fcivice. Even fo, faid the 
“ king. Be it fo,-faid the vulture ; but noiv an. 
“ abundance of words will be ufelefs. 

“ Since : 

“ Let a man purchafe a mifer with money } 
‘‘ a haughty man with joined hand, and rever- 
‘‘ ence ; a fool with promifes j a wife man with 
tiuth. 
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Befides : 

“ With afFedtion win a friend, and a kinf. 
man j thy wife, and fervants, with gifts and 
honours ; with great actions, the powerful ! 

■ Therefore, at jprefent, let Chitravef'na make 
peace, and be difmifTed. Declare, faid the 
“ Cbacrciy on what terms peace is to be con- 
“ eluded. 

The gander alked : How many forts of 
" peace are there ? I will enumerate them, iaid 
the vulture : 

“ Hear: 

‘‘ I. When a prince is engaged In’ war with 
“ a ftronger prince, there is no other remedy. 

“ 2. When he is in danger, let hirti feek 
“ peace, and referve his exertions for another 
occafion. 

Capdfa, Upahara^ Santana^ Sangata^ Upa^ 
7 iyafa, Praticara, Sanyoga, Pm Jlmntara^ Adrif- 
fa-punya, Adifltd, Atfnavijloey Upagrahaf P<?- 
ricraya^ VcPlannay ParabhuJJjana, 2Lndc\Scanda^ 
panya ; thefe fixteen kinds of peace are cele- 
brated. Thus have they, w]io ate learned in 
** peace-making, named fixteen forts of peace. 

‘‘ Capdla, is fimply a ceflation of hoftilities. 

Upaharay is called that which is concluded 
by prefents. 

“ Santana, is known by' having firft given up 
** one of the family. 
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Sangaia^ is named that peace which is 
‘‘ foHnded on friendfhip between good men. It 
is likewife called Cdncah7ia^ or golden. 

‘‘ Up any af a, profperity through wealth being 
given ; and thence peace concluded by thofe 
“ empowered to make it. 

“ Praficara^ through benefits conferred and 
‘‘ received. 

“ Sanyoga^ where the advantages' are equal. 

Purjhdnfara, when two monarchs meet 
face to face in battle ; the wealth- of one pro- 
“ cures peace. 

“ Adrifta-punya, when after peace, thus 
“ bought, the foe joins in a treaty. 

“ Adijhtd, where land is given on one 
«'part. 

“ Atmavtjhe^ that concluded with k king s 
“ own forces. 

“ Upagraha, for the prefervation of life. 

“ Pericraya^ by a part or the whole of the 
treafure. 

“ UcPlanna, by giving the mofi; excellent - 
“ lands. 

“ Parabhujfsana^ by giving up the fruit arifing 
“ from the whole territory. 

“ Scandapanya, where only a part of the pro- 
duce of the land is given up. 

Hear now, faid the Chacra 
“ Whether this perfon be of my tribe, or of 
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another, is a confideiation of the nanor/- 
minded , but that of the great- minded is to 
hold all the woild i elated to them. 

‘‘ Again : 

He is truly wife, who confideis anothei’s 
wife as his mother, another’s gold as mere 
clay, and all other creatines as himfelf. 

You, faid the king, aie both eminently 
wife ; advife me, therefoie, what is to be done. 
What fays the poet ? faid Diiradtirfin. 

Who would adl unjuftly for the fake of a 
body, which, either to-day, or to-morrow, 
may be deftroyed by anxiety, or difcafe ? 

“ The life of animals is ti emulous, as the 
reflection of the moon in water j let him 
then, who, knowing it to be uncertain, per- 
form actions which will hcicaftcr be beneficial 
to him. 

“ Having feen this world, which periflics in 
an inftant, lefembling the vapour in a defert, 
let him feck the fociety of the % irtuous ; both 
for the fake of his religious duty, and of his 
own happinefs By my advice, therefore, let 
“ us piaCtife thefe lules. 

“ Since : 

“ If tiuth be placed in a balance wkh a thou- 
fand faciifices of horfes, tiutii will outweigh a 
thoufand faciifices. 

‘'Lei both princes, having fiifl fwoin in the 
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name of tiuth, conclude that foit of peace 
which is named Sangata, Be it fo, faid Ser- 
'vajrija. 

“ The minifter Du?'adurJinw2LS then honour- 
ed with gifts of jewels, vehs, and rich orna- 
ments ; and, accompanied by the Charavaca^ 
‘‘ went in great joy to his king ; who, being 
“ peifuaded by his difcourfe, and having firfh 
fliewn great refpedt, and offered many prefents 
to HrronyagarbJia^ confented to the peace, and 
“ fent his repiefentative, and friend, to the caffle 
‘‘ of the gander. 

“ Duradiirfm then fpoke thus : The fruits of 
profperous conclufion are now attained, and 
the king Chttran^erna will return to his own 
‘‘ realm of the moantain of Vmdhja, 

“ Each paity then retired to his proper ftation, 
and each obtained the objedl which his heart 
chiefly dcffred. 

Now,” faid ViJImiifarman^ on what elfe 
“ ffiall I difcouife ?” 

‘‘ AVe comprehend,” anfwered the piinces, 
“ this pel fed; fyfffem of royal duties, through thy 
favour, and are made happy, O venerable fage ! 
“ by thy knowledge,” 

“ Let us now, then,” repll'ed the philofopher, 
attend to our religious duties j and this only 
‘‘ fhall be added : 

" y 

Lei all kings make peace when they have 
VOL. XI. ' P 
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gained a vi6loiy; and may their joy be per- 
‘‘petual’ May the viituous live without mis- 
fortune * and may the celebrity of thofe who 
have performed good adtions, continue for ever 
encreafing * May Virtue difplay her beauties, 
like a beloved miftrefs, on your bofoms ! 
May fhe kifs your lips, and live with you long 
“ attended by the fame of univerfal benevolence ! 
And may the burden-bearing earth, attended 
with frefh feafons, remain for your grati- 
fication !” 
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THE HINDU WIFE: 

AN ANTEDILUVIAN TALE. 


WRITTEN IN THE PROVINCE OF BAHAR 




THE ENCHANTED ERUIT; 


OR, 

THE HINDU /FIFE. 


O L0\T<:LY age% by Biahmens fam’d 
‘ Pure Setye 11r/^-|-in Satisci it nam’d • 

‘ Delightful • Not for cups of gold, 

‘ Or wives a thousand centuries old j 
‘ Or men, degenerate now and small, 

‘ Then one and twenty cuhits tall . 

‘ Not that plump cows full uddeis bore, 

* And bowls ^vlth holy cm d\ ran o’er 5 

* Not that, by Deities defended 

‘ Fish, Boar, Snake, Lion heav’n-descended, 

‘ Learn’d Pendits, now gro\v 11 sticks and clods, 

^ Redde fast the Nagiy of the Gods\\ 

* A parody on the Ode in Thjjo’s Anjinta, beginning, O bella etd 
delf oro ^ 

'}' The Golden Age of the Hindus. 

j. Called Joghrdt, the food of Crishna m his infancy and 
youth. 

^ The foul first Aoiatars, or incarnations of the Divine Spirit. 

IJ The Sanscrit, 01 Sengscnt, is written in letteis so named. 
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* And laymen, faitliful to Nhf 

* Believ’d in Btahma's mystick strainf ; 

* Not that all Subjects spoke plain truth, 

* While Rajas cherish’d eld and youth, 

*, No yet delightful times • because 

^ Natm e then reign’d, and Nairn f’s Laivs ; 

* When females of the softest kind 
' Were unaffected, unepnfin’d , 

^ And this grand lule fiom none was hidden:}; , 

‘ What PLEASLTH, hath no law forbidden,’ 

Thus, with a lyi e in India strung, 

Aminta's poet would have sung j 
And tlius too, in a modest way. 

All virtuous males will sing oi say : 

But swarthy nymplis of Hindustan 
Look deeper than short-sighted man. 

And thus, in some poetick chime. 

Would speak witli reason, as with rhyme : 

* O lovelier age, by Brahmens fam’d, 

^ Gay Dwdpai Tug § in Sansa it nam’d f 

* Delightful ! though impure with brass 
‘ In many a green ill-scented mass , 

* Though husbands, but seiln cubits high, 

‘ Must in a thousand siimmei s die ; 

‘ Though, in the lives of dwindled mcn,^ 

‘ Ten parts were Sin , Religion, ten j 


Naiayii or Ndrajaiif the spirit of God. 

•}* The Fayds, or Sacred Writings of Brahma, called Big, San, 
and Tejar . doubts have been raised concerning the authority of the 
fourth, or APhernsen, Fayd, 

J “ Se piace, ei lice ” Tasso 

§ The Brazen Age, or that in which Vice and Virtue were in equat-- 
proportion. 


( 
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* [Though coivs would rarely fill the pail, 

‘ But made th’ expected creambowl fail j 
' Though lazy Pendits ill could read 

‘ (No care of ours) their Yejm Vetd; 

* Though Rajas look’d a little proud, 

* And Rames father spoke too loud ; 

* Though Gods, display’d to mortal view 
' In mortal foims, were only tivo , 

‘ (Yet Crishna% sweetest youth, was one, 

‘ Ct ishm, whose cheeks outblaz’d the sun) 

* Delightful, ne’ei tireless * because 

* Not bound by vile unnatural laws, 

‘ Which cuise this age from Cdlej\ nam’d, 

* By some base woman-hater fram’d. 

‘ Piepost’rous 1 that one biped vain 

‘ Should drag ten house-wives m his train, 

*■ And stuff them m a gaudy cage, 

* Slaves to weak lust or potent rage • 

‘ Not such the Dnvapcr Tug' oh then 
^ One buxom dame might wed five men.^ 

True History, in solemn terms. 

This Philosophick lore confirms ; 

For India once, as now cold Tibet 
A groupe unusual might exhibit, 

Of sev’ral husbands, free from strife, 

Link’d faiily to a single wife * 

Thus Botanists, with eyes acute 
To see prolifick dust minute. 

Taught by their learned northern Brahmen § 

To class hj pistil and by stamen, 

^ The Apollo of India, 

+ Tlie Earthen Age, or that of Caly or Impuilty : this verse alludes" 
to Caley, the Hecate of the Indians. 

See the accounts published in the Philosophical Transactions from 
the papers of Mr. Bogle. 

Ltnncsus. 
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Produce from nature’s iich dominion 
FIow’i s Polyaudi lan Momgynjiw, ^ 

Wliei e embi yon blossoms, £i uiis, and leases 
Tw;/!)' piepaie, and one. lecencs 

But, lest my woi d should nought avail. 

Ye Fan, to no unholy tale 
Attend '' Five thousand ycais f- ago, 

As annals in Bcnai ts show. 

When Fandn chiefs with Cm us fought f. 

And each the thione impciial sought. 

Five brothel s of the rcgiil line 
Blaz’d high with qualities divine 
The JSrst a prince without his peer. 

Just, pious, hb’ral Tudhjishifcn 
Then Erjui'i to the base a lod. 

An Heio favoui ’d by a God j| , 

Bhntina, like mountam-lcopaid stiong, 

Umual’d in th’ embattled thiong, 

Bold Nacid, fil’d by noble shame 
To emulate frateinal fame , 

' The stoiy is told by the Jesuit Boucii rr, in his Letter to Hurx, 
Bishop ol AviaiiChes 

I A loinid numbei is chosen, but the Cat', Tug,, n little before 
which Cnshua disippeaicd fiom this woild, began foia thousand , 
eight hundred, and eighty fan jears ago, that is, accoidiiig to our 
Chronologists, seven hundred and forty-seven before the flood , and by 
the calculation of ilf Baslly, but foui hu dred smih fifty fonr after the 
foundation of the 7; dtar empire 

1 his wai, which fomented in faioiii of the / P/ re, 

Yudhidjiir, supplied Fyas with the subject of his noble Epiclc Poem, 

Mahabbcirat 

/ 

§ This w’-ord is commonly pionoiinced with a strong accent on 
the last lettei, but the pi cceding vowel is short in Stngsait The 
piince is called on the Coast Dhcimc Raj, oi Chief hlagisti ate 

II The G.ita, containing h’structioi i to Eiji'n, was composed by 
Crishna, wdio pcculiaily distinguished him. 
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And Sehdeo, flush’d with, manly gi ace, 
Bright viftuc dawning m his facfe . 

To these a dame devoid of caie, 
Blythe Di atipady^i the debonair, 
Renown ’d for beauty, and for wit, 

In wedlock’s pleasing chain was knit"’'. 


It fortun’d, at an idle hour. 

This five-mal’d single-femal’d flow’r 
One balmy morn of fruitful May 
Tlirough vales and meadows took its way. 
A low thatch’d mansion met their eye 
In trees umbrageous bosom’d high , 

Near it (no sight, young maids, foi you) 

A temple rose to Mahadenv f. 

A thorny hedge and reedy gate 
Enclos’d the garden’s homely state; 

Plain in its neatness thithei wend 
The princes and then lovely fiiend. 
Light-pinion’d gales, to charm the sense. 
Then odorif’rous bi eath dispense , 

From Belas | pearl’d, or pointed, bloom, 
And Malty rich, they steal perfume . 
There honey-scented Swgaihdr^ 

And like a rising star. 


TudbidAir and Dtaupady, called Drohada by Sonnerat, are 
deified on the Coast , and their feast, of which tint w liter exhibits an 
cngiaving, is named the Procession of Fire, because she passed every 
year from one of her fve husbands to anothei, after a solemn purifica- 
t'on by that element In the Bhdshd language, hei name is wiitten, 
Droi’ty 

i The Jupiter. ' ' 

J The varieties of Bela, and the three floweis next mentioned, aie 
beautiful species of Jasmin 
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Strong ChenipUf dai ted by Camdeubi ' 

And Mtilsay of pale: hue, 

Cayot a* , which the ^Rames wear 
Jn tangles of their silken hair. 

Round f A^^///-flow’rs, and Gulachein 
Dyed like the shell of Beauty’s Queen, 

Sweet Mindy ij; pi ess’d for crimson stains. 

And sacred Ttihy §, pride of plains. 

With Sewfyj small unblushing rose. 

Their odours mix, their tints disclose. 

And, as a gemm’d tiara, blight. 

Paint the fresh brandies with delight. 

One tree above all otheis tower’d 
With shrubs and saplings close imbower’d, 

For every blooming child of Spring 
Paid homage to the verdant King : 

Aloft a solitary fruit. 

Full sixty cubits from the loot. 

Kiss’d by the breeze, luxuriant hung. 

Soft chrysolite with em’ralds strung. 

‘ Try we, said Ei jun indiscreet, 

* If yon proud fruit be sharp or sweet j 
' My shaft its parent stalk shall wound ; 

‘ Receive it, ei e it reach the ground.* 

Swift as his word, an arrow flew : 

The dropping prize bespi ent with dew 
The bi others, in contention gay,' 

Catch, and on gather’d herbage lay. 

The Indian Spikenaid. 

The Mimosa^ or true Acacia, that pioduces the ulr^bian- Cnm. 
Called Alhhtnna by the Arabs, 

Of the kind called Ocymum, 
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That instant searlet lightning^ flash. 

And Jmina’s waves her borders lash^ 

Ct ishna from Siuerga^s “* height descends. 
Observant of his mortal friends : 

Not such, as m his earliest yeais, 

Among his wanton cowherd Speers, 

In Goad or Bi hidahen’s f glades, 

He sported with the dairy-maids ; 

Or, having pip’d and danc’d enoilgh. 

Clos’d the brisk night with bltndman s~biifft ; 
(List, antiquaries, and record 
This pastime of the Goptas Lord§) 

But radiant with ethereal fire : 

N'at ed alone could bai ds inspire 
In lofty Slohes 1( his mien to trace, 

And unimaginable grace. 

With human voice, In human form. 

He mildly spake, and hush’d the stoi in ; 

* O mortals, ever prone to ill • 

* Too rashly Eijiin prov’d his skill. 

‘Yon fruif a pious owns, 

‘ Assistant of oui heav’nly thrones. 

‘ The golden pulp, each month renew’d, 

‘ Supplies him with ambrosial food 
‘ Should he the daring aicher curse, 

‘ Not Met’ti a -j-f deep, nor raagick verse. 


The hea\en of Indra, or the Empyreum. 
f In thcj district of Mafhura^ not far from Agra^ 

J This IS told m the Bhaga<wat 

§ Gopy Nat'h; a title of Cnshna^ corresponding with 
getes^ an epithet of Nepfu7ie» 

II Tetrasticks Avithont rhyme 
^ ^ " An inspired Writer • twnty are so called 

t Incantation / 
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^ Youi gorgeous palaces could save 
‘ Fiom flames, your embers, from the wave 

The piinces, whom th’ immod’rate blave 
Foibids their sightless eyes to laisc. 

With doubled hands his aid imploie. 

And vow submission to his loic. 

‘ One lemedy, and simply one, 

* Or take, said he, or be undone : 

^ Let each his ciimes or faults confess, 

* The gi eatest name, omit the less , 

‘ Your actions, words, e’en thoughts reveal 5 

No paiL must Dtaifpady conceal 
‘ So shall the fruit, as each applies 
^ The faithful charm, ioi cubits rise ; 

‘ Till, if the dame be fiank and true, 

^ It join the branch, where late it grew/ 

He smil’d, and shed a transient gleam , 

Then vanish’d, like a morning dream. 

/ 

Noav, long entranc’d, each -waking bi other 
Star’d -with amazement on another, 

Their consort’s cheek foigot its gloiv. 

And pearly teais began to flow , 

When Tudtshfen , high-gifted man, 

His plain confession thus began 

‘ Inconstant foi tune’s wreathed smiles, 

^ T)ui ^odheid s rage, Dtir^bdhn's -wiles, 

‘ Flies lais’d foi this devoted head, 

^ E’en poison for my brethren spiead, 

This -will lecene illustiation fiom a passage In the Rnmajen : 

* Even he, who cannot be flain by the ponderous aims India, nor 
‘ by those of Cdl^, nor by the terrible Chsaa (or Discus), of llshnu, 
*• shall be destioyed, if a Brahmen excciate him, as if be Kvere con~ 

* Slimed by fre* 
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^ My wand’i mgs through wild scenes of wo , 

^ And persecuted life, you know 

* Rude wassailers defil’d irtj halls, 

‘ And not shook my pabce-Avallsj^ 

^ My ti easures wasted. This and inoi e 
' With resignation calm I bore ; 

‘ But, when the late-descendmg god 
‘ Gave all I wish’d with soothing nod, 

‘ When, by his counsel and his aid, 

' Our banners danc’d, our clarions bray’d 
‘ (Be this my gi eatest crime confess’d), 

® Revenge sate ruler in my bi east . 

‘ I panted for the tug of arms, 

‘ For skirmish hot, for fierce alarms ; 

Then had my shaft Dtiiyodhen lent, 

* This heait had glow’d with sweet content.* 

He ceas’d the living gold upsprung. 

And from the bank ten cubits hung. 

Embolden’d by this fair success. 

Next El Jim hasten’d to confess 
^ When I with Aswatthaina fought ; 

* My noose the fell assassin caught ; 

^ My spear transfix’d him to the ground: 

‘ His giant limbs film cordage bound : 

‘ His holy thread extorted awe 
^ Spar’d by leligion and by law ; 

‘ But, when his mm d’l ous hands I view’d 
^ In blameless kindred gore imbued, 

‘ Fury my boiling bosom sway’d, 

‘ And Rage unsheath’d my willing blade : 

‘ Then, had not Cushna’s arm divine 
' V/ ith gentle touch suspended mine, 

^ This hand a Bi ahmen had destroy’d, 

^ And vultures with his blood been cloy’d.’ 
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The fruit, foi giving Erjun^s dai t. 

Ten cubits rose with eager start. 

Flush’d with some tints of honest shame, 

Bhewia to his confession came • 

‘ ’Twas at a feast for battles won 

* From Dhi tterasht! a*s guileful son, 

‘ High on the board in vases pil’d 

‘ All vegetable natui e smil’d . 

* Pi oud Anarns * his beauties told, 

* His veidant crown and studs of gold, 

* To Dalhuf\j whose soft rubies laugh’d 

‘ Buisting with juice, that gods have quaft’dj 

* Ripe Kellas ± here in heaps were seen, 

‘ KellaSi the golden and the green, 

' "N^^th Amhas § priz’d on distant coasts, 

* Whose birth the fertile Ganga boasts : 

‘ (Some gleam like silver, some outshine 
^ Wrought ingots fiom Besom a^s mine): 

‘ Conndos there, too sharp alone, 

‘ With honey mix’d, impurpled shone ; 

* Talsans || his liquid crystal spread 

* Pluck’d from high Tai a% tufted head j 

* Round Jamas delicate as fair, 

‘ Like rose-water pei fum’d the air ; 

‘ Bi ight salvers high-rais’d Comlas f -j held 
‘ Like topazes, which Avit it :j"j: swell’d j 

* While some delicious Atias^^ boie, 

® And Caiels |||| warm, a sugar’d store , 

‘ Others with Belays grains were heap’d, 

‘ And mild Papayas honey-steep’d ; 

* Ananas. i Pomegranate. J Plantains 

§ Mangos 11 Palmyia-fmit * Rose-appks 

ft Oiangcs The Hindu Nectar. §§ Custard apples. 

II tl Jaik-‘'ruit. 
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^ Or sweet Ajetrs * the red and pale, 

^ Sweet to the taste and m the gale. 
f Here mark’d we purest basons fraught 

* With sacred cream and fam’d ; 

* Nor saw we not rich bowls contain 

‘ The Cha7vlas f light nutritious gi'am, 

' Some virgin-hke in native pride, 

* And some with sti ong Hnicka dyed, 

* Some tasteful to dull palates made 

* If Me7 ich § lend his fervent aid, 

‘ Or Langn j] shap’d like od’rous nails, 

* Whose scent o’er gioves of spice prevails, 

‘ Or Adda‘s* ^ bieatliing gentle heat, 

‘ Or Joutery ff* both warm and sweet. 

* StiptmysX next (in Pd/ia§§ chew’d, 

‘ And Catha I||i with strong pow’rs endued, 

* Mix’d with Elachys *- glowing seeds, 

‘ Which some remoter climate breeds), 

^ Near yetftl j j ] sate, like Jcifel fram’d 
‘ Though not for equal fragi ance nam’d ; 

‘ Last, Ndt^al 1 1 1, whom all ranks esteem, 

' Pour’d in full cups his dulcet stream : 

* Long I survey’d the doubtful board 

* With each high delicacy stor’d j 

* Then freely gratified my soul, 

‘ From many a dish, and many a bowl, 

‘ Till health was lavish’d, as my time . 

‘ Inicmfi Mice was my fatal crime.’ 

Uprose the fruit; and now rntd-nuay 
Suspended shone like blazing day. 

'' Guayavas t Rice. % Ttirmcrick, 

§ Indian Pepper j| Cloves ' Ginger, 

ff Mace Arcca*nut §§ Betel-leaf. 

|li| What we call Japan-earth. Cardarauras, fft Nutmeg, 

dtt Coconut. 
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Nacal then spoke (a blush o’ci spi cad 
His cheeks, and conscious dioop’d Ins head) : 

‘ Eefoie D.irpdhai, luthless king, 

* Taught his heice daits m au to sing, 

* With biight-aim’d ranks, by C, ishna sent, 

‘ Elate from huh api cst I ent 

‘ Thiough Eahon lealms, and vanquish’d all 
‘ Fi om I ough Almo) a to Nipctl 
‘ WheiC ev’ry mansion, new or old, 

‘ Flam’d with Baibarick gems and gold. 

* Flere shone with pi ide the i eg il stoi cs 
‘ On iv’iy roofs, and cedi me iloois , 

‘ Theie diadems of p’lce unknown 
Blaz’d with each all-atti acting stone , 

‘ Firm diamonds, like fix’d honoui true, 

‘ Some pink, and some of }c‘lo\v hue, 

‘ Some black, yet not the less esteem d , 

* The lesthke tranquil Jtnifui gleam’d, 

‘ Y/hen m her bed the Gspin kn e 

‘ Betray’d by the pellucid w ave. 

‘ Like 1 aging fiie the ruby glov'’d, 

* Or soft, but ladiant, v atei shov/’d ; v 
‘ Pure amethysts, in iichest ore 

‘ Oft found, a purple a cstui e ivorc , 

* Sapphiis, like yon etheiial plain , 

‘ Em’ralds, like Pciptl j fresh uuh lain ; 

‘ Gay topazes, translucent gold , 

‘ Pale chrysolites of softer mould , 

‘ Fam’d beiyls, like the suige marine, 

‘ Light-azuie mix’d with modest gieen ; 

‘ Refracted ev’ry vaiying dye, 

‘ Bright as yon bow', that girds the sky 

* Flere opals, which all hues unite, 

‘Display’d then main -tinctur’d i.ght, 


^ Dehly. 


t A sacicd tree like an yljh 
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‘ With turcoises divinely blue 
‘ (Though doubts arise, where first they grew, 

^ Whether chaste elephantine bone 

* By min’rals ting’d, or native stone), 

‘ And pearls unblemish’d, such as deck 
‘ Bhavanfs ^ wrist or Lecshmy’s f neck. 

‘ Each castle ras’d, each city storm’d, , 

^ Vast loads of pillag’d wealth I form’d, 

‘ Not for my coffers , though they bore, 

‘ As you decreed, my lot and more 

* Too pleas’d the brilliant heap I stor’d, 

‘ Too charming seem’d the guarded hoard * 

* An odious vice this heart assail’d ; ' 

‘ Base Avrice for a time prevail’d 

Th’ enchanted orb ten cubits flew, 

Stiait as the shaft, which Erjun drew. 

Sehdto, with youthful ardour bold, 

Thus, penitent, his failings told : 

‘ From clouds, by folly lais’d, these eyes 
‘ Experience clear’d, and made me wise j' 

‘ For, when the crash of battle roar’d, 

/ * When death rain’d blood from spear and sword, 

^ When, in the tempest of alarms, ^ 

^ Horse roll’d on horse, arms clash’d with arms, 

‘ Such acts I saw by others done, 

* Such perils brav’d, such trophies won, 

* That, while my patiiot bosom glow’d, 

‘ Though some faint skill, some stiength I s bow’d, 
‘ And, no dull gazer on the field, 

‘ This hei o slew, that forc’d to yield. 

The JW/a/z V enus 


VOL. XI. 


•}■ The Indian Cepv,fs, 

0 . 
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‘ ye^, meek humility, to thee, 

* When fought, low sank my knee 

* But, eic the dm of wai began, 

‘ Wlien blnck’mng cliecks just mark’d the man, 
‘ h'hsclf in\incible I deem’d, 

‘ And gicit, V ithout a inal, seem'd 

* Whcne’ei I sought tlie sportful plain, 

‘ No )outh of all the martial inm 

‘ With aim so stiong oi e}c so tiuc 
‘ The ChtL.a's - pointed cncle thiev', 

‘ None, "when tlie jiolish’d cane v'c bent, 

* So fai the light-wmg’d ariow sent, 

* None from tlie brnail clastic!: reed, 

‘ Lilce me, gne j speed, 

‘ Oi spicad Its flames v ith nicer art. 

* In man} an unevtinguish’d dart , 

‘ Oi, ^\hcn m imitated light 

‘ We spoited till dcp''itmg light, 

‘ None s,n\ me to die ring nd\ince 
‘ AVithTichion keen oi qun img lance, 

‘ Whoicfo'ce m} looted se^t could shake, 

* Oi on m\ steosi impics^ion make 
‘ No cnai oteei,no lacc’ licet 

* O’citook 111} V heels or lapul feet 

* Nc\t, when the wood} heights v c sought, 

‘ Vv'ith midd nmg elephants I fought 

‘ In A am then liigh-pii/'d tusks the} gnash’d , 

* Thcir trunked heads my Gech | mash'd. 

‘ No buffalo, with phicnsy stiong, 

‘ Could bear my clatt’nng thunder long 


' Aiadiatcd metalline ring, used as a missile weapon 
f Tirc-armsjOi rockets, early known in I> dta. 
i A mace, or club 
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* No pai d or tiger, from the wood 

‘ Relactant brought, this aim withstood 

* Puck in my heart his mansion fix’d, 

* And with pure drops black poison mix’d 

V 

S vvift rose tlie fruit, exalted now 
Ten cubits from his natal bough. 

Fair Drat/pad^, ivith soft delay, 

Then spake ‘ Heav’n’s mandate I obey , 

* Though nought, essential to be known. 

‘ Has heav’n to learn, oi I to own 

‘ When scarce a damsel, scai ce a child, 

‘ In early bloom voui handmaid smil’d, 

‘ Love of the Tf'P, Icf her fancy mov’d, 

* Vam pageantry hei heait approv’d 

‘ Hei form, she thought, and lovely mien, 

‘ All must admiie, when all had seen 
‘ A thii St of pleasui e and of praise 
‘ ( With shame I speak) engross’d mv d lys , 

' Nor weie my night-thoughts, 1 confess, 

' Free fi om solicitude foi di ess , 

‘ Flow best to bind my fiov ing haii 
‘ AV*ith art ''yet with an artless air 
‘ (My hair, like musk in scent and hue , 

‘ Oh 1 blackei fia and sweeter too) , 

‘ In what nice braid or glossy curl , 

‘ To fix a diamond o’ a pearl, 

* And wheie to smooth the love-spread toils 
‘ With nard oi jasmm’s fragrant oils , 

* How to adjust the golden T’m’", 

‘ And most adorn my forehead sleek, 

Propeilv Teica, an ornament of gold, placed above the no'Je. 

0^2 



++ 


228 


THE ENCHANl'ED FRUIT 5 OR, 


‘ Whnt Condals * should emblaze my ears, 

‘ Like St’ita^s waves |- or fuitas tears j , 

' How elegantly to dispose 
‘ Bi iglit circlets for my ■" ell-form’d nose ; 

‘ Vi ith strings of rubies how to deck, 

' Or em’i.ikl lows, my stately reck, 

' While some that ebon low’r embrac’d, 

* tSome pendent sought my dender v-nist , 

' J low i»e\t my purfled veil to chiise 

' Fiom silken stores of varied hues, 

' Which would attract the roving view, 

‘ Pink, violet, purple, oiange, blue , 

‘ The loveliest mantle to select, 

' Oi unembcllish’d or bedeck’d , 

‘ And how my twisted scarf to place 
‘ With most inimitable grace, 

‘ (Too thin Its warp, ico In’c its voof, 

‘ For eyes of males not beauty-proof) , 

^ What skii ts the mantle best would suit, ^ 

' Ornate vsith stais Oi tissued fnnt, 

‘ The {lov’r-embroider’d 01 the plain 
‘ With silver or with golden \ein ; 

' The Chtiry^ blight, which ga}ly shows 
‘ Fan objects, aptly to compose , 

^ Plow each smooth ai m and each soft wrist 
^ By richest Cosas || might be kiss’d , 

* While some, my taper ankles round, 

‘ Witli sunny radiance ting’d the ground. 

Pendents 

-j- Seita' CuNDjor thePco/of Ihevifc oFRam, is thename 
given to the wonderful spring at Mengeir, with boiling waiter ot ex- 
quisite clearness and purity. 

Her tears, when she w'as mide captive by the giant Ra-vatu 
A small mirror w*oin in a ring. jj Bracelets 


THE HINDU ^VIFE. 


229 


* O waste of many a precious hour * 

* O how vast thy pov'r*’ 

Cubits twice four th’ ambiosial flew, 

•Still from Its brancli disjoin’d by two. 

Each hu<;band now, \\ ith wild surprise, 

His compeers and his consort eyes , 

When Tudishteir ‘ Thy female breast 

* Some faults, perfidious, hath suppress’d 
‘ Oh I give the close-lock’d seciet room, 

* Unfold Its bud, expand its bloom ; 

‘ Lest, sinking with our crumbled halls, 

‘ We see led flames devour their walls/ 
Abash’d, yet with a decent pride, 

Firm Dtatipady the fact denied , 

Till, through an arched alley green, 

The limit of that sacred scene. 

She saw the di eaded Muny go 
With steps majestically slow ; 

Then said (a stifled sigh she stole. 

And show’d the conflict of her soul 
By broken speech and flutt’ring heait) 

^ One trifle more I must impart 
‘ A J?; ahmen learn’d, of pure intent 

* And look demure, one morn you sent, 

‘ Witli me, from Sraiscnt old, to read 

‘ Each high P;// an each holy Veid 
‘ FIis thread, winch Btehma’s lineage show’d, 
‘ O’er his leh shoulder gi aceful flow’d ; 

‘ Of Cuslvut and his nymphs he redde, 

* I'l ow a ith nine maids the dance he led , 

* Kow they ador’d, and he repaid 

* Then homage m the sylvan shade. 

* A Mythological and Historical Poem 
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^ While this gay talc my spirits checi ’d, 

* So keen the eyes appeal’d, 

^ So sweet his voice a blameless liic 
‘ This bosom could not but inspiic. 

‘ Blight as a God he seem’d to stand 

* The icv’iend volume left his hand, 

‘ With mine he picss’d’ With decpdespaii 
Biothcis on brothcis wildly staie 
Fiom E) /III’ flew' a wiathful glance, 

Tow^’rd them they saw then dicad advance j 
Then, trembling, breithless, pale -with Rar, 

‘ Hear, said the mation, calmly hear * 

' By 7}//r)’s leaf the tiuth I sjieak 

* The Bnihiiii/i 0M\ kiss’d M-i cheek ’ 

Stiait Its full height the w'onder rose. 

Glad w ith Its native branch to close. 

Now to the walk approach’d the Sage 
Exulting in his vcidant age 
His hands, that tomb’d his front, express’d 
Due 1 cv’i ence to each pi nicely guest. 

Whom to his ruril board he led 
In simple delicacy spi ead, 

With curds their palates to regale. 

And cream-cups fi om the Gopias pail. 


Could you, ye Fair, like this black wife^ 
Restoic us to primeval life. 

And bid that apple, pluck’d for Eve 
By him, wdio might all wives decene, 

H mg fiom Its paient bough once more 
Divine and perfect, as before. 
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"Would you confess your little faults ? 

(Great ones were never in your thougkts) ; 
Would you the secret wish unfold. 

Or in your heart’s full casket hold ^ ^ 
Would you disclose your inmost mind, 

And speak plain truth, to bless mankind ? 

( 

‘ What 1 said the Guardian of our lealm, 
W ith waving crest and fiery helm, 

‘ What ' aie the fair, whose he^^’nly smiles 
‘ Ram glory through my cheiish’d isles, 

‘ Are they less virtuous or less true 
‘ Than Indian dames of sooty hue ? 

* No, by these arms The cold surmise 

* And doubt injurious vainly rise 

^ Yet dai es a bai d, vdio better knows, 

‘ This point disti ustfully propose , 

‘ Vain fabler now 1 though oft before 
^ His haip has cheer’d my sounding shoie ’ 

With brow austeie the maitial maid 
Spoke, and majestick trod the glade 
To that fell cave her course she held, 

Where Scandal^ bane of mortals, dw^ell’d 
Outstretch’d on filth the pest slie found. 
Black fetid venom streaming round ; 

A gloomy light just serv’d to show 
The darkness of the den below 
- Britannia with resistless might 

Soon dragg’d him from his daiimg night 
The snakes, that o’er his body curl’d. 

And flung his poison through the world, 
Confounded with the flash of day, 

Hiss’d horribly a hellish lay 
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His eyes with flames and blood suflus’d, 
Long to th’ ethereal beam unus’d, 

Fiejce m their gory sockets roll’d , 

And desperation made him bold 
Pleas’d with the thought of human woes, 
On scaly diagon feet he rose. 

Thus, when Asi'ns with, impious rage, 
Durst hoi lid war with Devtas nage. 

And darted many a burning mass 
E’en on the biow of gemm’d Ca.las^ 

Fligh o’er the rest, on seipents rear’d. 
The grisly king of "Dtiis appeal’d. 

The nymph beheld the flend advance. 
And couch’d her far-extending lance 
Dire diopshe threw, th’ infeinal tide 
Her helm and siher hauberk d}cd 
Her moonlike shield before her liung , 
The monster struck, tlie monster stung • 
Her spear witli many a griding i\ ound 
Fast nail’d him to tlie groaning ground 
The •nTetch, from juster vengeance free, 
Immortal born byheav’n’s decree. 

With chains of adamant secur’d, 

Deep in cold gloom she left immui’d 

Now reign at will, victorious Fair, 

In By itish, or in Indian^ air * 

Still with each envying flow’r adorn 
Your tresses radiant as the morn , 

Still let each Astaitcl dye 
Rich tints for your gav robes supply , 
Still through the dance’s labyrintli float, 
And swell the sweetly lengthen’d note, 
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Stillj on proud steeds or glitt’nng cars. 

Rise on the course like beamy stars ; 

And, when charm’d circles round you close 
Of rhyming bards and smiling beaux, 
Wliilst all with eager looks contend 
Their wit or worth to recommend. 

Still let your mild, yet piercing, eyes 
Impartially adjudge tlie prize. ^ 




A HYMN 


THE ARGUaiEN’T. 


/ God, to whom the following poem is addressed, appears 
evidently the same with tne Grecian Eros and the Roman Copido j 
but the Indian description of his person and arms, his family, at- 
tendants, and attiibatcs, has new and peculiai beauties 
According to the mythology of Thndustdn^i he was the son of M A Yvi ^ 
or the general atti acting powei, and married to Retty or Jffection; 
and his bosom friend is Bessent or Spring he is represented as a 
beautiful youth, sometimes conversing with his mother and consort 
in the midst of bis gardens and temples , sometimes riding by moon- 
light on a panot oi lory, and attended by dancing girls or nymphs, 
the foremost of whom beais his colouis, which are a fish on a red 
ground His fa\ ounte place of resort is a la) ge ti act of counti y round 
Agra, and principally the plains of Matra^ where Krishen also and 
the mne Gopia, who are clearly the Ji polio and Muses of the Greeks^ 
usually spend the night with musick and dance His bow of sugar- 
cane oi flowed s, with a stung of bees, and his five arrows, each pointed 
with an blossom of a heating quality, are allegones equally 

nevr and beautiful He has at least twenty-three names, most of 
which are introduced in the hymn : that of Cam oi Cdma signifies 
dtstrcy a sense which it also bears in ancient and modem Persian ; 
and it IS possible, that the words Dipuc and Cuptdy which have the 
same signification, may have the same origin , since we know, 
that the old Hetriiscansy from whom gieat pait of the Roman lan- 
guage and religion was derived, and whose system had a neai affinity 
with that of the Perfians and used to wnte their lines al- 

ternately forwaids and backwards, as fin rows aie made by the 
plough , and,^ though the two last letters of Cupido may be only 
the grammatical termination, as in hbtdo and capedo, yet the primaiy 
root of cupio IS contained in the three first letters The seventh 
stanza alludes to the bold attempt of this deity to wound the great 
God MahadeOi for which he w^as punished by a fiame consuming 
his corporeal natuie and reducing him to a mental essence, and 
hence l.is chuf dominion is over the 7ninds of mortals, or such 
deities as he permitted to subdue , 
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What potent God from Agta^ orient bow’rs 
Floats tliro’ the lucid air, v^hilst living flow’rs 
With sunny twine the vocal arbours wieathe. 

And gales enamour’d heav’nly fi agrance bi eathe ? 
Hail, pow’r unknown I for at thy beck 
Vales and groves their bosoms deck, 

And ev’ry laughing blossom di esses 
With gems of dew his musky tresses. 

I feel, I feel thy genial flame divine, 

And hallow thee and kiss thy shime. ^ 

** Knowst thou not me Celestial sounds I hear * 
Knowst thou not me Ah, spare a moital eai I 
** Behold” — My swimming eyes entranc’d I laise, 
But ohi they shimkbefoie th’ excessive Daze 
Yes, son of Mayo, yes, I know 
Thy bloomy shafts and cany bow, 

Cheeks with youthful glory beaming, 

Locks m braids etheieal sti earning. 

Thy scaly standaid, thy mystenous arms. 

And all thy pains and all thy chaims 


God of each lovely sight, each lovely sound, 
Soul-kindlmg, woild-inflaming, star-yci own’d, 
Eternal Cama ' Or doth Sma] a bright, 

Or proud Atmnga give thee moi e delight ^ 
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Whate’e! thy seat, whate’ei thy name. 

Seas, earth, and an , thy reign proclaim , 

Wreathy smiles and roseate pleasm es 
Are thy richest, sweetest tieasures. 

' All animals to thee then tribute bring. 

And had thee universal king 

Thy consol t mild, AffeElion ever true, 

Graces thy side, her vest of glowing hue, ' 

And m her tram twelve blooming girls advance, 
Touch golden strings and knit the mirthful dancc» 
Thy dreaded implements they bear. 

And wave them in the scented air, 

Each with pearls her neck adorning, 

Brighter than the tears of morning 
Thy crimson ensign, which before them flies. 
Decks with new stars the sapphire skies. » 

God of the flowhy shafts and flowery bow. 

Delight of all above and all below • 

Thy lov’d companion, constant from his birth. 

In heav’n clep’d Bessent^ and gay Epi mg on earth, 

W eaves thy green robe and flaunting bow’rs. 
And from thy clouds draws balmy show’rs. 

He with flesh an ows fills thy quiver, 

(Sweet the gift and sweet the giver I) 

And bids the many-plumed warbling tin ong < 

Burst the pent blossoms with then song. 

He bends the luscious cane, and twists the stilng 
With bees, how sweet ' but ah, how keen their stin 
He v/ith five flow ’rets tips thy ruthless darts. 

Which tin o’ five senses pierce enraptui’d heaits. 
Strong Chiihipa^ iich in od’ious gold, 

Waim Amet , nurs’d in heav’nly mould, 
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3Dry NngLcso in silvei smiling, 

Hot Ktticum our sense beguiling, 

And last, to kindle fieice thescoichmg flame, 
io'urj'Z’ff//, Avliich Gods bright Btla name. 

Can men lesist thy pow’i, when yields, 

K .1 ishen, who still in Mai> as holy fields 
Tunes harps immortal, and to sti ains divine 
Dances by moonlight v ith the Gojm nine f 
But, when thy daring aim untam’d 
At J\iahadeo a lo% eshaft aim’d, 

Heav’n shook, and, smit v ith stony wonder. 
Told his deep dread in bursts of thunder, 
Whilst on thy beauteous limbs an a7ure fire 
Blaz’d fortli, winch ne\er must expire. 

O thou for ages boin, yet ever young, 

For ages may thy Biamui’s lay be sung • 

And, when thy loi y spreads his em’rald wings, 
To waft tlicehigh above the tow’is of kings, 
Whilst o’ci thy tlirone the moon’s pale light 
Pours her soft radiance thro’ the night. 

And to each floating cloud discovers 
The haunts of blest or joyless lo%ers. 

Thy mildest influence to thy bard impart. 

To warm, but not consume, his heart. 




TWO HYMNS 

TO 

P n A C R I T 1. 
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THE ARGUMENT 


In all oiir convci saiions ith leai necl //wr/wy we 
find them entliusiastick admireis ol Poetry, ivliich 
they consider as a divine ait, that had been piac- 
tised foi miinbeiless ages in heav'en, befoie it nas 
rev ealed on eai ih by V./lmi'c, v/liosc gi eat Hci oick 
Poem IS foitnnatcly pi esen ed the J^rhhmans of 
couise pieler that poetiv^, vvincli tliey believe to 
have been acinaUi) inspired , while the Faidpas, who 
aie m geneial perfect giamniaiians and good poets, 
but aie not siin'cicd to icad any of the sacred vviit- 
iiigs except the Apujxeda, oi Body qfJIfedical Tracts, 
speak with laptiiie of tlieir mnumeiable popular 
poems, Epich, Lynch, and Dramatich, vvhicli w'^ere 
composed b}'" men not liteially inspned,biit called, 
metaphorically, the sons ofScRcsw An, oi Minerva, 
among vv hoin tlie Pandits of all sects, nations, and 
degrees aie nnanimous in giving the pnze of gloiy 
to Ca'li'da'sv, who flourished in the court of Yi- 
cRAnA'onvi, fifty-seven 3 eais befoie Chi ist He 
waote seveial Dramas, one of which, entitled Sa- 
contala', is m my possession , and the subject of 
it appeals to be as interesting as the compjosition is 
beautiful besides these he published the Ji'Iegha- 
duta, or cloud-messenger, and the Nalodaya, or use 
of Nala, both elegant love-tales , the Raghumnsa^ 
an Heroick Poem j and the Cnmai a Sambhava, or 
bnth of Cum A RA, which supplied me vv ith materials 
for the hist of the following Odes I have not in- 
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deed yet lead itj since it could not' be correctly 
copied for iiieduiing the shoi t lnter^ al, m winch it 
IS in my power to amuse myself with hteiaturei 
but I have heard the stoiy told both in Sanscrit and 
Persian, by many Pandits, who had no communi- 
cation until each othei , and their outline of it 
coincided so peifectly, that I am com meed of its 
coiiectness that outline is heie filled up, and ex- 
hibited in a lyi ick foim, pai tly in the Indian, paitly 
III the Grecian, taste, and gieat uill be my plea- 
sure, when I can again find time for such amuse- 
ments, in leading the whole poem of C'ali'da'sa, 
and in comparing my desciiptions with the original 
composition. To anticipate the stoi y in a pi eface 
W'ould be to desti oy the intei est, that may be taken 
in the poem , a disadv’^antage attending all piefa- 
tory arguments, of which those piefixed to the 
seveial books of Tasso, and to the Dramas of Me- 
TASTAsio, are obvious instances 3 but, that any in- 
teiest maybe taken in the two hymns addiessed 
to Pracriti, undei diffeient names, it is necessary 
to render them intelligible by a pievious explana- 
tion of the mythological allusions, which could not 
but occur in them. 

Is war A, 01 Is A, and I'sa'ni or Isi', are unques- 
tionably the Osiris and Isis of Egypt, foi, though 
neither aiesemblance of names, nor a similaiity of 
character, would separately pi ove the identity of 
Indian and Egyptian Deities, yet, whep they both 
concur, with the addition ol numbeiless coriobo- 
rating circumstances, they foim a proof little short 

R 2 
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of demonstration T\\q female divinity, in the my- 
thological S3^slcms of the Ea'^t. repicsents the active 
power of the male, and that I'si' means active nature, 
appeals evidently fiom the woid sc'icta, which is de- 
lived fiom s'aiti, or powet , and applied to those 
Htudiis, who diicct their adoiation piincipally to 
that goddess this feminine chaiacter of Pracriti, 
or created nature^ is so familiar m most languages, 
and e\en m our own, that the giaiest English 
Wiiteis, on the mo'it seiious subjects of religion and 
philosophy, speak of her operations, as if she \\ ere . 
actually an animated being, but such peisonifica- 
tions aie easily misconceived by the miiltiludc, and 
hate a stiong lendenc}' to polytheism The piin- 
cipal operations of natuic aie, not the ab'^olulc an- 
nihilation and new ci eation of what w e call material 
substances, but the tempoiaiy extinction and icpro- 
duction, 01, rathei in one woid, the transmutation, 
of forms , whence the epithet Polymorphos is aptly 
given to natuie b}'" European philosophcis hence 
IswvRA, Siva, H/ira (foi those aie his names and 
near a thousand moic), united with I'sf, lepiesent 
iho. sccondaiy causes, whTiXQSQi the^Mnaj'’ be, of na- 
tuial phenomena, and pimcipallj* those of tempo- 
lai}’- destruction and regeneration, but the hultan 
Isis appeals m a vaiiety of chaiacteis, especially 
in those of Pa'rvati',Ca'li', Durga', and Bha\ ani', 
which bear a strong lesemblance to the Juno of 
Homer, to Hecate, to the armed Pallas, and to 
the Lucretian Venus 

The name Pa'rvati' took its rise from a ild 
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poetical fiction Hima'laya, or the Mansion of 
Snow, IS the title given by the Hindus ^ to that vast 
chain of mountains, which limits India to the norths 
and embraces it with its eastern and western arms, 
both extending to the ocean, the foimer of 
those arms is called Chandras'ec'lmra, or theJ/oo?z’.y 
Jiock , and the second, which reaches as far west as 
the mouths of the Indus, ivas named by the ancients 
Montes Pai^eti These hills are held sacied by the 
Indians, who suppose them to be the teiiestiial 
haunt of the God I'swara The mountain Hima- 
laya, being personified, is leprcsented as a powei- 
ful monaich, whose wife was Me'na': their daughter 
is named Pa'rvati', or Mountain-horn, and Durga", 
or of difficult access , but the Hindus believe her to 
have been mariied to Siva in a pie-existent state, 
wdien she boie the name of Sati' The daughter 
of Hima'laya had two sons , G ine's'a, oi the Lord 
of Spirits, adored as the wisest of Deities, and always 
invoked at the beginning of eveiy litei ary work, 
and Cuma'ra, ScANDA, oi CA'RricE'Y a, commander 
of the celestial aimies. 

The pleasing fiction of Ca'ma, the Indian Cupid, 
and his friend Vasanta, or the Spiiiig, has been the 
subject of another poem, and here it must be re- 
membered, that the God of Love is named also 
SiiARA, Candarpa, and Axanga. One of his ar- 
rows IS called Mellicd, the Nyctanthes of our Botan- 
ists, who veiy unadvisedly reject the vernacular 
names of most Asiatick plants : it is beautifully iii" 
troduced by Ca'lida sa into this lively couplet ; 
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i 

Melltcamucule bhatt guujaitmaitamadhuvf atahy 

Pi aydtie panchaodnasya sand harndpurayninttva 

' The intoxicated bee shines and mmmnrs in the 
' fiesh-blown Mdlica^ like him who gives breath to 
' a white conch in the procession of the God with 
' five allows/ 

A ciitick, to whom Ca'li'da'sa repeated tins 
veise, obsei ved, that the comparison was not exact : 
since the bee sits on the blossom itself, and does 
not murmur at the end of the tube, like him ivho 
blows a conch ‘I was auaie of that, said the 
' poet, and, thciefoie, described the bee as intovi- 
^ cated a diunkcn musician would blow the shell 
^ at the wrong end ’ Theie was moie than vit m 
this ansuer . it uas a just rebuke to a dull ciitick; 
for poeti j delights m general images, and is so far 
fiom being a peifect imitation, that a scrupulous 
exactness of desciiptions and similes, b3'Iea'\ing 
nothing foi the imagination to supphg neier fails 
to dimmish or destio}'- the pleasuie of e\eiy 
readei, who has an imagination to be giatified. 

It may hci e be observed, that Ni/???pli{ea, not 
ZofoSi IS the genericl name in Fnirope of the flower 
consecrated to Isis, the Pei Siam know bj the name 
of NUufer that species of it, nhich the Botanists 
ridiculously call Nelimibo, and which is remaikable 
for its curious pcricarpium, ivheie each of the seeds 
contains in miniature the leaves of a perfect vege- 
table The lotos of Hoiuer ivas pi obably the sugar- 
cane, and that of Linn^us is a papilionaceous 
plant; but he gives the same name to another 
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species of the Nymphcea', and the woid is so con- 
stantly applied among us in India to the N'lfufer, 
that any other would be hardly intelligible the 
blue lotos grows in Cnshmir and in Pcisia, but nbt 
in Bengal, whei e we see only the red and the xehite ; 
and hence occasion is taken to feign, that the lotos 
oIHindustan was dyed crimson by the blood ofSi va 

CuvERA, mentioned in the fourteenth stanza, 
is the God of Wealth, supposed to reside in a mag- 
nificent city, called Alacd-, and Vrihaspati, oi 
the Genius of the planet Jupiter, is the preceptor 
of the gods in Siverga or the firmament : he is 
usually lepresented as their oiator, when anymes- 
sage is cai i led from them to one of the three supe- 
iior Deities 

The lamentations of Reti', the wife of Cama, fill 
a whole book m the Sansci it poem, as I am in- 
formed by my teacher, a learned Vaulya , who is le- 
stramed only from leading the book, which con- 
tains a desci iption of the nuptials , for the cere- 
monies of ' a maiiiage where Brahma' himself offi- 
ciated as the father of the biidegioom, aie too holy 
to be known by any but BntJmans. 

The achievements of Durga' in her maitial cha- 
racter as the patroness of Virtue, and her battle 
with a demon in the shape of a buffalo, ai e the 
subject of many episodes m the Purctnas and Cd- 
vyas, or sacred and popular poems , but a full ac- 
count of them would have desti ojmd the unity of | 
the Ode, and they are barely alluded to m the last 
stanza. 



245 


It seemed proper to change the measure, when 
the goddess was to be addressed as Bhavani, or 
the poxoer of fecundity ^ but such a change, thought 
veiy common in Sanscrit, has its inconveniences m 
JEm'opean poetiy^ a distinct Hymn is theiefore ap- 
prop] lated to her in that capacity , for the explana- 
tion of which we need only premise, that Lacshmi' 
IS the Goddess of Ahiindance, that the Cetaca is a 
fragrant and beautiful plant of the Dicecian kind, 
known to Botanists by the name of Pandaims , and 
that the Dmgotsava, or great festival of Bhava'ni 
at the close of the rams, ends m tin owing the image 
of the goddess into the Ganges or other sacied 
water. 

I am not conscious of having left unexplained 
any difficult allusion m the two poems ; and have 
only to add (lest European criticks should consider 
a few of the images as inapplicable to Indian man- 
ners), that the ideas of snow and ice are familiar to 
the Hindus that the mountains of Himalaya may 
be clearly discerned from a part of Bengal, that 
the Grecian Haimus is the Sanscrit woid Jiaimas, 
meBnmg snowy , and that funeral wmsmay be seen 
perpetually on the banks of the river. 

The two Hymns are neither translations from 
any other poems, nor imitations of any , and have 
nothing of Pindar, in them except the measures, 
xvhich are nearly the same, syllable for syllable, 
with those of the first and second Nemean Odes : 
more musical stanzas might perhaps have been 
formed^ but, in every art, variety and novelty ar§ 
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considerable sources of pleasure. The style and 
manner of Pindar have been greatly mistaken ; 
and, that a distinct idea of them may be conceived 
by such, as have not access to that inimitable poet 
in his own language, I cannot refrain from subjoin, 
ing the first Nemean Ode, not only in the same 
measure as nearly as 250ssible, but almost word for 
word, with the original , those e^iithets and phrases 
only being necessarily added, which are printed in 
Xtahck letteis. 



THE HYMN 


TO 

D U n G A\ 


I. I. 

37rO]\I tliec begins tlic solemn nir. 

Ador’d Gane'sa', next, tliy sire ive praise 
(Him, fi om whose red clust’nng hair 
A neiv-boin crescent sheds propitious rays. 

Fail as Ganga's curling foam). 

Dread Is'wara , who lov’d o’er awful mountains. 
Rapt m prescience deep, to roam, 

But chiefly those, whence holy rivers gush. 
Bright from their secret fountains, 

And o’er the realms of Bpahma’ rush. 


I. 2. 

Rock above rock they ride sublime, 

And lose their summits in blue fields of day. 
Fashion’d first, when rolling time. 

Vast infant, in his golden cradle lay. 

Bidding endless ages run 

And wreathe their giant heads in snows eternal 

Gilt by each revolving sun , 

Though neither morning beam, nor noontide glar 
In wintry sign or vernal. 

Their adamantine strength impair 5 



THE HYMN TO HIJRGA’. 

V t 

I 3 

Nor e’en the ficicest summer heat 

Could "thrill the palace, udieie their Monarch reign’i 

On his frost-impearled seat, 

(Such height had uni emitted virtue gam’d 1) 
Hima'laya, to whom a lovely child, 

Sweet Parvati', sage ME'NA-boie, 

"Wlio now, in eaihest bloom, saw heav’n adoie 
Her charms ; earth languish, till she smil’d. 

II 1 . 

But she to love no tiibute paid , 

Great Iswara her pious caies engag’d* 

Him, who Gods and^hends dismay’d. 

She sooth’d wnth off’nngs meek, when most he rag’ d. 
On a morn, when, edg’d with light. 

The lake-born flow’rs their sapphire cups expanded 
Laughing at the scatter’d night, 

A vale remote and silent pool she sought. 
Smooth-footed, lotos-handed, 

^nd braids of saci ed blossoms wrought 5 


II. 2 . 

Not for her neck, which, unadorn’d. 

Bade envying antelopes their beauties hide : 

Art she knew not, or she scorn d , 

Nor had her language e’en a name for pride. 

To the God, who, fix’d in thought. 

Sat in a crystal cave new worlds designing. 

Softly sweet her gift she brought, 

And-spread the garland o’er his shoulders broad, 
Where serpents huge lay tvvining. 

Whose hiss the round creation aw’d. 





252 


WV HYMN TO DURGA; 


He view’d, lialf-smihng, half-severe, 

Tlie prostrate maid That moment thi ough the i ocka 
He, who decks the purple year, 

Vasanta, vain of odoriProus locks. 

With Ca'ma, hois’d on infant breezes flew : 

(Who knows not Ca'ma, natuic’s king ?) 

Vasanta baib’d the shaft and fix’d the string j 
The living bow Candarpa drew. 

m I. 

Hire sacrilege 1 The chosen reed. 

That Smara pointed with transcendent art, - 

Glanc’d ivith unimagin’d speed. 

And ting’d its blooming barb in Siva’s heart : 

Glorious flow’r, in heav’n pi oclaim’d 
Rich Avith balmy breath delicious. 

And on earth N)iiani/;es nam’d 1 
Some drops divine, that o’er the lotos blue 
Trickled in nils auspicious, 

Still mark it with a crimson hue, 

III 2. 

Soon clos’d the wmund its hallow’d hps ‘y 
But nature felt the pain hcav’n’s blazing eyq 
Sank absorb’d in sad eclipse. 

And meteors rare betray’d the trembling sky ; 

When a flame, to which compar’d 

The keenest lightnings were but idle flashes, 

From that orb all-piercmg glar’d, 

Which in the front of wrathful Hara rolls, 

And soon to silver ashes 
Reduc’d th’ inflamer of our souls. 



THE HYMN TO DURGA'. 
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' m. s. 

I 

Vasant, for thee a milder doom, 

Accomplice rash, a thimd’ring voice decreed : 

* Withering live in joyless gloom, 

‘ While ten gay signs the dancing seasons lead 
^ Thy flow’rs, perennial once, now annual made, 

* The Fish and Ram shall still adorn 5 

* But, when the Bull has reai’d his golden hoiu, 

‘ Shall, like yon idling rainbow, fade*’ 

IV 1. 

‘The thunder ceas’d , the day return’ d ; 

But Siva from terrestrial haunts had fled : 

Smitwith rapt’rous love he burn’d. 

And sigh’d on gemm’d Cailasa s viewless head. 

Lonely down the mountain steep, 

, With flutt’ring heart, soft Parvati descended; 

Nor m drops of nectar’d sleep 

Drank solace through the night, but lay alaim’d. 

Lest her mean gifts offended ^ 

The God her pow’rful beauty charm’d. 

/ 

IV. 2. 

All arts her sorr’wlng damsels tried, 

Her brow, where wrinkled anguish low’r’d, to smoothe, 
And, her troubled soul to soothe. 

Sagacious Me'na' mild reproof applied ; 

But nor art nor counsel sage. 

Nor e’en her sacied parent’s tender chiding. 

Could her only pain assuage . ^ 

The mountain drear she sought, m mantling shade 
Her tears and transports hiding, 

And oft to her adorer pray’d. 
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IV. 'J. 

There on a crag, whose icy lift 

Hurl'd night and horror o’er the pool profound^ 

That with madding eddy swift 

Revengeful baik’d his rugged base around, 

The beauteous hermit sat , but soon perceiv’d 
A Brahmen old before hei stand, 

His rude staff quiv’ring in his -withei’d hand. 
Who, falt’iing, ask’d for whom she griev'd. 


V. 1. 

*■ What graceful youth with accents mild. 

Eyes like twin stars, and bps like early morn, 

* Has thy pensive heait beguil’d 

No moital youtli,’’ she said with modest scorn. 
E’er beguil’d my guiltless heart : / 

Him have I lost, Avho to these mountains hoary 
“ Bloom celestial could impart. 

Thee I salute, tlice ven’rate, thee deplore, 
Diead Siva, source of glory. 

Which on these rocks must gleam no more 

V. 2. 

* Raie object of a damsel’s love,’ 

The wizard bold replied, ‘ who, rude and wild, 
Leaves eternal bliss above, 

^ And roves o’er wastes where nature never smil’d, 
‘ Mounted on his milkwhite bull • 

* Seek Indr A with aeiial bow victorious, 

' Who from vases eV^er full 

' Quaffs Ime and nectar , seek the festive hall, 

' Rich caves, and mansion glorious 
Of young Cuve'ra, lov’d by all j 
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' ^ But spurn that sullen wayward God, 

‘ That three-ey’d monster, hideous, fierce, untanl’d, 
‘ Unattir’d, ill-girt, unshod. 

‘‘ Such fell impiety, the nymph exclaim’d, 

Who speaks, must agonize , who hears, must die ; 
" Nor can this vital frame sustain 

The pois’nous taint, that runs from vein to vein^ 
“ Death may atone the blasphemy.” 

VI 1. 

She spoke, and o’er the rifted rocks- 

Her lovely foim with pious phrensy thiew; 

' But beneath her floating locks 
And waving robes a thousand breezes flew. 

Knitting close their silky plumes. 

And In mid-air a downy pillow spreading 5 
Till, in clouds of rich perfumes 
Embalm’d, they bore her to a mystick wood ; 
Where streams of glory shedding, 

The well-feign’d' Brahmen'^ Siva stood 

VI. 2. 

The rest, my song conceal • 

TJnhallow’d ears the sacrilege might rue. 

Gods alone to Gods reveal 

In what stupendous notes tli’ immoitals woo. 

Straight the sons of light prepar’d 

The nuptial feast, heav’n’s opal gates unfolding, 

Which th’ empyi eal army shar’d , 

And sage Himalaya shed blissful tears 

With aged eyes beholding 

His daughtei empress of the spheres. 
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* VI. 3 , 

Whilst ev’ry lip with ndctar glow’d, 

The bridegroom blithe his transformation told : 
Round the mirthful goblets flow’d, 

And laughter free o’er plains of ether roll’d : 

® Thee too, like Vishnu, said the blushing queeitj 

* Soft Ma'ya', guileful maid, attends , 

* But in delight supreme the phantasm ends j j 

* Love crowns the visionary scene.’ 

VII. I. 

Then rose Vrihaspati, who reigns 
Beyond red Mangala’s ternflck sphere, 
Wand’ring o’er cerulean plains . 

Hib pel lods eloquent heav’n loves to hear 

Soft as dew on waking flow’rs 

He told, how Ta'raca with snaky legions, 

Envious of supernal pow’rs, 

Had menac’d long old Me'ru’s golden head. 

And Indra’s beaming regions 
With desolation wild had spread : 

VII. 2. 

How, when the Gods to Brahma' flew 
In routed squadrons, and liis help implor’d ; 

Sons, he said, from vengeance due 
The flend must wield secure his fiery sword 
“ (Thus th’ unerring Will ordains), 

Till from the Great Destroyer’s pure embraces. 
Knit in love’s mysterious chains 
With her, who, daughter to the mountain-king. 
Yon snowy mansion graces, 

Cuma'ra, warrior-child, shall spring , 
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WliOj blight in arms of heav’nly proof, 

“ His crest a blazing star, his diamond mail 
Colour’d in the rainbow’s woof, ' 

“ The rash invaders fiercely shall assail, 

And, on a stately peacock home, shall rush 
“ Against the dragons of the deep 5 
Nor shall his thund’nng mace insatiate sleep, 

“ Till their infernal chief it ciush.” 

VIII. 1. 

‘ The splendid host with solemn state 
' ^ (Still spoke th’ ethereal orator unblam’d) 

‘ Reason’d high in long debate, 

‘ Till, through my counsel provident, tliey claim’d 
‘ Hapless Ca'ma’s potent aid : 

* At Indra’s wish appear’d the soul’s inflamer, 

‘ And, in vernal arms array’d, 

‘ Engag’d (ah, thoughtless ') in the bold emprise 
' To tame wide nature’s tamer, 

* And soften Him, who shakes the skies. 

^ / 

YIIL 2 . 

‘ See now the God, whom all adoi’d, 

* An ashy heap, the jest of ev’ry gale 1 

* Loss by heav’n and earth deplor’d ^ 

* For, love extinguish’d, eaith and heav’n must fail. 

* Maik, how Reti' bears his urn, 

‘ And tow’rd her widow’d pile with piercing ditty 
‘ Points the flames ah, see it burn • 

‘ How ill the fun’ral with the feast agi ees • 

‘ Come, love’s pale sister, pity , 

‘ Come, and the lover’s wrath appease,’ 
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Tumultuous passions, whilst he spoke, 

In heav’nly bosoms mix’d their bursting fire. 
Scorning frigid wisdom^ s yoke, 

Disdain, levenge, devotion, hope, desiro • 

Then grief prevail’d, but pity won the prize. 

Not Siva could the chaim lesist 
‘ Rise, holy love he said , and kiss’d 
The pearls, that gush’d from DaRGA^’s eyes. 

IS 1. 

That instant through the blest abode. 

His youtliful chaims renew’d, Ananga came : 

High on em’rald plumes he rode 

With Reti’ bi ighten’d by th’ eluded flame , 

Noi could young Vasanta mouin 
(Officious friend ') his darling loid attending, 
Though of annual beauty shorn . 

‘ Love-shafts enow one season shall supply, 

‘^e menac’d unoffending, 

‘To rule the rulers of the sky.’ 

IS 2. 

With shouts tile boundless mansion rang , 

And, in sublime accord, the radiant quire 

Strains of bridal rapture sang 

With glowing conquest join’d and martial ire : 

‘ Spring to life, triumphant son, 

‘ Hell s futuie dread, and heaVn’s eternal wonder 

‘ Helm and flaming habergeon 

‘For thee, behold, immortal artists weave, 

t And edge with keen blue thunder 

‘ The blade, that shall th’ oppressor cleav e.’ 
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O Durga'j thou hast deign’d to shield 

I 

Man’s feeble virtue with celestial might. 
Gliding from yon jasper field. 

And} on a lion borne, hast brav’d tlie fight ; 
For, when the demon Vice thy realms defied. 
And arm’d with death each arched horn, 

Thy golden lance, O goddess mountam-bom. 
Touch but the pest He roar’d and died. 



THK HYMN 


TO 


H 11 A V A N I. 




THE HYMN 


TO 

B H j r A' N r. 


Whvn time was drown’d in sacred sleep, 

And raven darkness brooded o’ei the deep. 
Reposing on primeval pillows 
Of tossing billows. 

The forms of animated nature lay; 

Till o’er the wild abyss, where love 
Sat like a nestling dove, 

From heav’n’s dun concave shot a golden ray. 

Still brighter and more bright it stream’d, 

Then, like a thousand suns, resistless gleam’d , 
Whilst on the placid waters blooming. 

The sky perfuming, 

An op’ning Lotos rose, and smiling spread 
His azure skirts and vase of gold. 

While o’er his foliage roll’d 

Drops, that impearl Bhava'ni^’s orient bed. 

Mother of Gods, rich nature’s queen. 

Thy genial fire emblaz’d the bursting scene, 

For,' on th’ expanded blossom sitting. 

With sun-beams knitting 

That rnystick veil foi ever uni emov’d. 

Thou badst the softly kindling flame 
Pervade this peopled frame, 

And smiles, with blushes ting’d, the work appiov’d. 
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Goddessj around thy radiant tlirone 
The scaly shoals in spangled vesture shone. 

Some slowly through gi een waves advancing, 

Some swiftly glancing, 

As each thy mild mysterious powV impell’d : 

E’en ores and i iver-dragons felt 
Their ii on bosoms melt 

With scorching heat , for love the mightiest quell’d. 

But straight ascending vapouis laie 
O’ei canopied thy seat with lucid an, 

While, through young Indra’s new dominions 
Unnumber’d pinions 

Mix’d with thy beams a thousand varying dyes, 

Of birds or insects, who pursued 

Their flying loves, or woo’d 

Them yielding, and with musick fill’d the skies. 

And now bedeck’d with spai kling isles 
Like using stars, the watry desert smiles ; 

Smooth plains by waving forests bounded. 

With hillocks rounded. 

Send fortli a shaggy biood, who, frisking light 
In mingled flocks or faitliful pairs, 

Impart then tendei cares : 

All animals to love their kind invite. 

Nor they alone : those vivid gems, 

That dance and glitter on their leafy stems. 

Thy voice mspues, thy bounty dresses, 

Thy rapture blesses, 

From yon tall palm, who, like a sunborn king, 

, His proud tiaia spreads elate, 

To those, who tlirong his gate. 

Where purple chieftains vernal tiibute bring. 
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I 

A gale so sweet o’er Ganga' breathes, ' 

That in soft smiles her graceful cheek she wreathes^ 

Mark, where her argent brow she raises. 

And blushing gazes 

On yon fresh Cetaca, whose am’rous flow’r 
Throws fragrance from his flaunting hair. 

While witli his blooming fair 

He blends perfume, and multiplie's thebow’n 

Thus, in one vast eternal gyre. 

Compact or fluid shapes, instinct with fire. 

Lead, as they dance, this gay creation. 

Whose mild gradation 

Of melting tints illudes the visual i ay • 

Dense earth in springing herbage lives, 

Thence life and nurture gives 
To sentient forms, that sink again to clay. 

Ye maids and youths on fruitful plains. 

Where Lacshmi' revels and Bhava'ni' reigns. 

Oh, haste • oh, br^ng your flow’ry treasures. 

To rapid measures 

Tripping at eve these hallow’d banks along 
The pow’r, in yon dim shrines ador’d. 

To primal waves restor’d. 

With many a smiling race shall bless your song. 




A hymn 



THE ARGUMENT. 


So many allusions to Mythology occur in the 
following Ode, that it would be scarce intelligible 
without an explanatory mtioduction, which, on 
every account and on all occasions, appears pre- 
feiable to notes in the margin. 

A distinct idea of the God, whom the poem ce- 
lebi ates, may be collected from a passage in the 
ninth section of the Gita^ where the sudden change 
of measure has an effect similar to that of the finest 
modulation ■ 

) 

ip pimyahiasadya smendia locam 
asnnnti dtvydn dt-videvabhogdu, 
tc tarn bhiictnhd. s^juet galocain visdlani 
cshive puny'e mertyalbcam visant 

Tliese, having tiiiough virtue reached the man- 
‘‘ Sion of the king of Sura's ^ feast on the exquisite 
‘‘ heavenh' food of the Gods • they, who have en- 
joyed this lofty region ofSwERGA, hut whose vir- 
“ liie is exhausted, re\ isit the habitation of mortals.” 

I NORA, thercfoie, oi the IGng of Immortals, cor- 
lespoiids with one of the ancient Jupiters (forse- 
'veial of that name ueie woi shipped m Europe), 
and paiticulaily with Jupiter the Co7iductor, -whose 
attributes ate so iioblj' described by the Platonick 
Pliilosopheis one of his numerous titles is Dyu- 
pcii,o\,m the nomiiiatne case before certain letters, 
Dyupetir , whichmeansthe Lordof Heaven, and seems 
a more piobable origin of the Hetruscan word than 
Juvans Pater ; as Died^ter was, piobably, not the 
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J^Mher-g but the Xo?y 7, of Dai/ He may be consi- 
dered as the Jove of Ennius in his memorable line: 

' Asplce hoc sublime candens, quern invocant omnes govern * 

where the poet clearly means the firmament, of 
which Indr A is the personification. He is the God 
ofthundei and tlie five elements, with infeiioi Genii 
under his command ; and is concen ed to govern 
the Eastern quaiter of the world, hut to preside, 
like the Genms or Agathodcemoii of the Ancients,o^ er 
the celestial bands, n Inch are stationed on the sum- 
mit of Me'ru, 01 the North-pole, where he^’sclaces 
the Gods with nectar and heavenly musick; hence, 
perhaps, the Hmdics, who give evidence, and the 
magistrates, who hear it, are dnected to stand fiont;- 
ing the East or the Noith. 

This imaginary mount is here feigned to have 
been seen in a vision at Varemasi, very im- / 
properly called Bajidns, which takes its name 
from two iiviilets, that embrace the cityj and the ’ 
bard, who was favoured with the sight, is supposed 
to have been Vya'sa, surnamed Dwaipdyam, or 
Dwelling in an Lland-, who, if he really composed 
tlie Gild, makes very fldttering mention of himself 
in the tenth chaptei . The plant Lata, which he 
describes weaiing a net round the mountain Mcui- 
dara, is transported by a poetical liberty to Sumh'u, 
which the great author of the Mahahhdrat has 
richly painted m four beautiful couplets : it is the 
geneiick name for a creeper , though represented 
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liere as a species, of which many elegant varieties 
are found in Asia. 

The Genii named QinmvcCs are the male 
dancers in Swerga, or the Heaven of Indra, and 
the Apsara^s are his dancing-girls, answering to 
ihe fames of the Persians, and to the damsels 
called in the Koran 1i1iuru'‘Uiyhn, or with antelopes* 
eyes. For the story of Chitrarafha, the chief mu- 
sician of the Indian paiadise, whose painted car was 
hui ned by Arjun, and for that of Chaturdesaretna^ 
01 fourteen gems, as they aie called, which were pro- 
duced by churning the ocean, the reader must be 
referred to Mr Vv^ilkins’s learned annotations on 
Ins accurate version of the Bhagavadgitd The 
fable of the pomegranate-flower is borrowed from 
"the popular mythology of NSpdl ^indTibet. 

In this poem the same form of stanza is repeated 
with mriations, on a principle entirely new iil mo- 
dern lyiick poetiy, which on some futuie occasion 
may be fully explained. 



THE HYMN. 


But all* what glories yon blue vault emblaze? 
What living meteors from the zenith stream ? 

Or hath a rapt’rous dream 

Perplex’d the isle-born bard in fiction’s maze ^ 

He wakes , he hears ; he views no fancied rays. 
’Tis Indra mounted on the sun’s bright beam $> 
And round him revels his empyreal train : 

• How rich their tints • how sweet their strain ! 

Like shooting stars around his regal seat 
A veil of many-colour’d light they weave, 

That eyes unholy would of sense bereave : 

Their sparkling hands and lightly-tnppmg feet 
Tir’d gales and panting clouds behind them leave. 
With love of song and sacred beauty smit 
The mystick dance they knit j 
Pursuing, circling, whirling, twining, leading. 
Now chasing, now receding; 

Till the gay pageant from the sky descends 
On charm’d who with homage bends. 


Hail, mountain of delight. 

Palace of glory, blessM by glory’s king * 

With prosp’ring shade embow’r me, whilst I sing 
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Sky-piercing mountain I In thy bow’rs of love 
N6 tears are seen, save where medicinal stalks 
Weep drops balsamick o’er the silver’d walks} 

No plaints are heard, save where the restless dove 
Of coy repulse and mild reluctance talks ; 
Mantled in woven gold, with gems enchas’d. 

With em’rald hillocks grac’d. 

From whose fresh laps in young fantastick mazes 
Soft crystal bounds and blazes 
Bathing the lithe convolvulus, that winds 
Obsequious, and each flaunting arbour binds. 


When sapient Brahma' this new world approv’d. 
On woody wings eight primal mountains mov’d } 

But Indra mark’d Biimei u for his own, 

And motionless was ev’ry stone. 


Dazzling the moon he rears his golden head : 
Nor bards inspir’d, nor heav’n’s all-perfect speech 
Less may unhallow’d rhyme his beauties teach, 

Or paint the pavement which th’ immortals tread j 
Nor thought of man his awful height can reach . 
Who sees it, maddens , who approaches, dies ; 
For, with flame-darting eyes. 

Around it roll a thousand sleepless dragons ; 
While from their diamond flagons 
The feasting Gods exhaustless nectar sip. 

Which glows and sparkles on each fragrant hp. 

This feast, in mem’ry of the churned wave 
Great Indra gave, when Amrti fli st was won 
From impious demons, who to Mayai, eyes 
Resign’d the prize, and rued the flght begun. 
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NoWj while each ardent Ctmm a persuades 
The soft-ey’d Apsma to break the dance. 

And leads her loth, yet with love-beaming glance. 

To banks of marjoram and shades. 

Celestial Ge7xii tow’rd their kin^ advance 

(So call’d by men, in heav’n Gandharva s nam’d) 

For matchless musick fam’d. 

Soon, where the bands in lucid rows assemble. 

Flutes breathe, and citherns tremble ; 

Till Chitraratha sings His painted 'car, 

Yet unconsum’d, gleams like an orient star. 

Hush’d was ev’ry breezy pinion, 

Ev’ry stream his fall suspended : 

Silence reign’d ; whose sole dominion 
Soon was rais’d, but soon was ended. 

He sings, how ‘ whilom from the troubled mam 

* The sov ’reign elephant Airavan sprang j 

‘ The breathing shell, that peals of conquest rang; 

* The parent cow, whom none implores in vain , 

* The milkwhite steed, the bow with deaf’mng clang j 
‘ The Goddesses of beauty, wealth, and wine, 

* Flow’rs, that unfading shine, 

* Na'ra'yan’s gem, the moonlight’s tender languish ; 

‘ Blue venom, source of anguish , 

* The solemn leech, slow-moving o’er the strand, 
f A vase of long-sought Amnt in his hand, 

' To soften human Ills dread Siva drank 
‘ The pois’nous flood, that stain’d his azure neck ; 

‘ The rest thy mansions deck, 

* High Siverga, stor’d in many a blazing rank, 
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‘ Thou, God of thunder, satst on Mem thron'd, 

* Cloud-riding, mountam-piercing, thousand--ey’d, 

< With young Puio'maja', thy blooming bride, 

' Whilst air and skies thy boundless empire own’d; 
‘ Hail, Dyupetjr, dismay to Bala’s piide* 

* Or speaks Purander best thy martial fame, 

‘ Or Sacra, mystick name ^ 

‘ With various praise in odes and hallow’d story 

* Sweet bards shall hymn thy gloiy 

* Thou, Va'savAj from this unmeasur’d height 

^ Shedst pearl, shedst odours o’er the sons of light P 


The Genius rested, for his pow’rful art 
Had swell’ d the monarch’s heart wnth ardour vain, 
That threaten’d rash disdain, and seem’d to low’r 
On Gods of loftier pow’r and ampler reign. 


He smil’d , and, warbling in a softer mode, 

Sang, ‘ the red light’ ning, hail, and whelming rain 
‘ O’er Gocul green and Viaja% nymph-lov’d plain 
* By Indra hurl’d, whose altars ne’er had glow’d. 

Since infant Crishna rul’d the rustick tram 
‘ Now thrill’d with ten our Them the heav’nly child 
f Call’d, and with looks ambrosial smil’d, 

' Then with one finger rear’d the vast Goverdheu, 

‘ Beneath whose rocky burden 
‘ On pastures dry the maids and herdsmen trod : 

^ The Lord of thunder felt a mightier God 


What furies potent modulation soothes! 

E’en the dilated heart of Indra slirmks • 

His ruffled brow he smoothes. 

His lance half-rais’d with listless languoi sinks. 
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A sweeter stiain the sage musician chose 
He told, how * Sachi, soft as morning light, 

' Blythe Sacjhi, from her Lord Ikdra'mi' hight, 

*■ When thiough clear skies their car ethereal lose, 

' Fix’d on a garden ti im her wand'ring sight, 

‘ Where gay pomegranates, fresh with early dew, 

^ Vaunted their blossoms new 
Oh • pluck, she said, yon gems, which nature di esses 
To grace my darker tresses ” 

* In form a shepherd’s boy, a 'God in soul, 

‘ He hasten’d, and the bloomy treasure stole. 

‘ The 1 eckless peasant, who those glowing flow’rs, 

‘ Hopeful of rubied fruit, had foster’d long, 

‘ Seiz’d and with cordage strong 

* Shackled the God, who gave him show’rs 

' Stiaight from sev’n winds immortal Genu flew, , 

‘ Green Vanina^ whom foamy waves obey, 

‘ Bright Vah7it flaming like the lamp of day, 

‘ Cuvh a sought by all, enjoyed by few, 

‘ Maruti who bids the winged breezes play, 

‘"Stern Tama, ruthless judge, and Isa cold 
‘ With Nan nt mildly bold , 

‘ They with the ruddy flash, that points his thunder, 
‘ Rend his vain bands asunder. 

‘ Th’ exulting God resumes his thousand eyes, 

‘ Four arms divine, and robes of changing dyes.’ 


Soft memory retrac’d the youthful scene * 
The thund'rer yielded to resistless charms. 
Then smil’d enamour’d on his blushing queen»^ 
And melted in her arms. 

T 2 
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Such was the vision, which, on breast 

Or Asi pure'with offer’d blossoms fill’d, 

Dwaipa'yan slnmb’nng saw, (thus Na'red vilj’d) 

For waking eye such glory never bless’d. 

Nor waking ear such musick ever tlirill’d. 

It vanish'd with light sleep . he, rising, prais’d 
The guarded mount high-raised. 

And pray’d the thund’ring pow’r, that sheafy treasures, 
Mildehow’rs and vernal pleasures. 

The lab’ring youth in mead and vale might cheer, 

And cherish’d herdsmen bless tli’ abundant year. 

Thee, darter of the swift blue bolt, he sang; 
Sprinkler of genial dews and fruitful rams 
O’er hills and thirsty plains * 

^ When tlirough the v aves of wap thy charger sprang, 

^ Each rock rebellow’d and each forest rang, 

* TiU vanquish’d AstirsieXt avenging pains. 

^ Send o’er their seats the snake, that never dies, 

^ But waft the virtuous to thy skies*’ 



A HYMN 


S' tJ R Y A. 



THE ARGUMEOT 


A PE4USIBI.1 I opinion has been entertained by 
learned men, that the piincipal souice of idolatry 
among the ancients n as tlieii enthnsiastick adniiia- 
tion ofthc Sun, and that, when Ihe piimili\e reli- 
gion of mankind A\as lost amid the distiactions 
of establishing legal government, oi neglected 
amid the allincmcnts of vice, they asciibeil to the 
gieat \ isible Iiirninary, or to the nondeiful fluid, of 
•which it IS the geneial lescn on, those pon eisofper- 

i 

fading all space and animating all natuie, which 
then wisei ancestois had attiibiited to one eternal 
Mind, by whom the substance of fiic had been 
cieated as an inanimate and secondaiy cause of na- 
tuial phenomena The Tsiytliology of the East 
confii ms this opinion, audit ispiobable, that the 
triple Dwimtxj of the Ilimlus w as oi iginally no more 
than a peisonifieation of the Sun, whom they call 
Ticpilaui, 01 Thrce-bochcd, m his tuple capacity of 
pioducing foims by his genial heot, pieserving them 
by hisZ/g/n^, oi destioymg them by the concentrated 
foiceof his Igneous mattei this, wuth the wildei 
conceit of a J evude poxcer united with the Godhead* 
and lulmg natnic by his authoiity, wall account 
foi neaily the whole system of Egyptian, Indian, 
and Grecian polytheism, distinguished fioin the 
ji-ubli me Theology of the Philosophei s, W'hose un- 
dei standings w^eie too strong to admit the popu- 

lai belief, but wdiose influence was too weak to je- 

/ 

foim it. 
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. Su'rya, the Phcebus of Europeaii heathens, has 
near fifty names or epithets in the ' Sanscrit lan- 
guage , most of which, or at least the meanings of 
them, are introduced in the following Ode, and 
every image, that seemed capable of poetical orna- 
ment, has been selected fi om books of the highest 
authority among the Hindus the title Area is very 
singular, and it is remaikable, that the Tibetiam 
represent the Sun’s car m the form of a boat. 

It will be necessary to explain a few other parti- 
culars of the Hindu Mythology, to which allusions 
are made in the poem Soma, or the Moon, is a 
male Deity in the Indian system, as Mona W'as, I 
beheve, among the Saxons, and Lunus among some 
of the nations, who settled m Italy his titles also, 
with one oi two of the ancient fables, to which they 
refer, are exhibited in the second stanza Most of 
the Lunar mansions aie believed to be the daughters 
of Casyapa, the first pioduction of Brahmas head, 
andfrointheii names aie derived those of the tivelve 
months,, vho are here feigned to ’have ritarried as 
many constellations this primeval Brahman and 
Vinata aie also supposed to have been the parents 
of Arun, the charioteei of the Sun, and of the bud 
Garudu, the eagle of the great Indian Jov^, one of 
whose epithets is Mlidhaxia 

After this explanation the Hymn will have few 
or no difficulties, especially if the reader has pe- 
|:used and studied the Bliagamdg'ita, with which 
our literature has been latel}^ enriched, and the fine' 
episode from the Mahahhdrat, on the pioduction. 


\ 
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of the Amrlfa, which seems to be almost wliollj 
astronomical, but abounds ,with poetical beauties. 

' Let the following description of the demon RAhu^ 
decapitated by NArayaiiy be compaied with similar 
passages in^Hesiod and Milton : 

t 

tach cli hailasringapratiman danavasya stt o mahat 
chacrach’hitwam dhaniutpatya nenaditi hhayancaram^ 
tat cahandhampepatdsya visp'Jmrad dharanitale 
sapervatavanad^vipandaityasyAcampoyanmaMm. 
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EoUNTAIN of living light. 

That o’er all nature streams. 

Of this vast microcosm both nerve and soul 5 
Whose swift and subtil beams. 

Eluding mortal sight. 

Pervade, attract, sustain th’ effulgent whole, 

' Unite, impel, dilate, calcine. 

Give to gold its weight and blaze, ' 
part from the diamond many-tinted rays, , 

Condense, protrude, transform, xoncoct, refine. 

The sparkling daughters of the mine j 
Lord of the lotos, father, friend, and king, 

O Sun, thy pow’rs I sing ; 

Thy substance Indra with his heav’niy bands 

Nor sings nor understands j 

Nor e’en the Vedas three to man explain 

Thy mystick orb triform, though B^ahnih tun’d the strain. 


Thou, nectar-beaming Moon, 

Jtegent of dewy night. 

From yon black roe, that in thy bosom sleeps. 
Fawn-spotted ^asin hight j , 

Wilt thou desert so soon 

Thy night-flow’rs pale, whom liquid odour steeps, 
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And Oshadh?^ transcendent beam 
Buining in thedaikest glade ? 

Wiil no lov’d name tliy gentle mind persuade 
Yet one short houi to shed thy cooling stream ? 
But ah I e court a passing dream . 

Our pi ay’r noi Indu nor Hiindnsii hears , 

He fades , he disappears 

E’en Casynpas gay daughters twinkling die. 

And silence lulls the sky. 

Till Chdiacs twitter from the moving brake. 

And sandal-bi cathing gales on beds of ether u akc. 

Burst into song, ye spheres , 

A gi eater light proclaim, 

And hymn, conccntrick orbs, with se\ ’irfold chime 
The God with many a name ; 

Nor let unhallow’d eais 

Drink life and rapture from ) oui charm sublime t 
‘ Our bosoms, Ai^ama^ inspire, 

‘ Gem of heav’n, and flow’rof day, 

^ VivasTtaii lancer of the golden ny, 

‘ Dtvacci a, pui e source of holy fire, 

* Victorious Rdmas fervid sii e, 

* Diead child of Aditt^ Maitwida bless’d, 

^ Oi S/'/ a be addi ess’d, 

‘ Rrrf, 01 ALhirn, or Bhaim bold, 

‘ Or Aiccy title old, 

‘ Or Tdei idasiva draum by green-hau-’d steeds, 

‘ Or Cat masacdn keen, attesting secret deeds. 

t 

‘ What fiend, what mbnstei ficice 
‘ E’er durst thy throne invade ^ 

* Malignant Rchu Him thy wakeful sight, 

* That could the deepest shade 

* Of snaky TAm ac pierce, 

* Mark’d quaffing nectar ; when by inagick sleight 
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I V ^ 

‘ A Sura's lovely form lie wore, 

.* Rob’d in light, with, lotos crown’d, 

‘ What time th’ immortals peerless treasuies found 
‘ On the churn’d Ocean’s gem-bespangled shore, 

‘ And M.andar’s load the tortoise bore * 

‘ Thy voice reveal’d the daiiiig sacrile.ge, 

‘ Then, by the deathful edge 
‘ Of bright Sudersatt cleft, his dragon head 
‘ Dismay and horror spread 
^ Kicking the skies, and struggling to impair 

* The radiance of thy robes, and stain thy golden hair, 

‘ With smiles of stern disdain 
' Thou, sov’ieign victor, seest 
* ‘ His impious rage . soon from the mad assault 
‘ Thy courseis fly releas'd , 

* Then toss each vei dant mane, 

^ And gallop o’er the smooth aei lal vault ; 

‘ Whilst in charm’d Goczd’s od’rous vale 
‘ Blue-ey’d descends 

‘ Exulting, and her tripping tide suspends, 

‘ The ti lumph of her mighty sire to hail 
‘ So must they fall, who Gods assail * 

‘For now the demon rues his rash empiise, 

‘ Yet, bellowing blasphemies 

‘ With pois’nous throat, for horrid vengeance thir?ts. 
And oft with tempest bursts, 

‘ As oft repell’d he groans in fiery chains, 

‘ And o’er the realms of day unvanquish'd Sur^a reigns/ 

Ye clouds, in wavy wreathes 
Your dusky van unfold, 

^ O’er dimpled sands, ye surges, gently flow. 

With sapphii es edg’d and gold ^ 

Toose-tressed morning breathes. 

And spreads her blushes with expansiv»e glow^; 
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But chiefly where heav’n’s opening eye 
Sparkles at her salTlon gate, 

How rich, how regal in his orient state f 
Erelong he shall emblaze th’ unbounded sky : 

The fiends of darkness yelling fly , 

While birds of liveliest note and lightest win^ 

‘ The rising daystar sing, 

Who skirts th’ hoiizon with a blazing line 
Of topazes divine , 

E’en, in their pi elude, brighter and more bright. 
Flames the red east, and pours insuflei able light^. 

First o’ei blue hills appear. 

With many an agate hoof 

And pasterns fring’d with pearl, sev’n coursers gieen. 
Nor boasts von arched woof. 

That girds the show’iy sphere. 

Such heav’n-spun threads of colour’d light serene. 

As tinge the leins, vhich At tin guides. 

Glowing with nnmortal grace, 

Young Arim, loveliest of Vinatian race. 

Though younger He, whom M.adhava bestiides. 
When high on eagle-plumes he rides . 

But oh I what pencil of a living star 
Could paint that gorgeous car, 

In which, as in an aik supremely bright, 

The loid of boundless light 
Ascending calm o’er th’ empyrean sails. 

And with ten thousand beams lus awful beauty veils* 

Behind the glowing wheels 
Six jocund seasons dance, 

A radiant month in each quick-shifting hand ; 
Alternate they advance. 

While buxom nature feels 

The grateful changes of the frolick band • 

♦ See Grav’s Letters, p. 381, 4to. and the note* 
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Eacli montli a constellation fair 
Knit in youthful wedlock holds. 

And o’er each bed a varied sun unfolds, 

Lest one vast blaze our visual force impair, 

A canopy of woven air 

Vasanta blythe with many a laughing flow’r 

Decks his Candai'pa s bow’r j 

The drooping pastures thirsty Grishma dries. 

Till Ve, sha bids them rise ; 

Then Sm at with full sheaves the champaign fills, 
"Which Stsiia bedews, and stern Hemauta chills, 

Mark, how the all-kindling orb 
Meridian glory gains I 

Round Merus breathing zone he winds oblique 
O^er pure cerulean plains . 

His jealous flames absorb 

All meaner lights, and uniesisted strike 

The world with rapt’rous joy and dread. 

- Ocean, smit witli melting pain. 

Shrinks, and the fiercest monster of the^ ma^ 
Mantles in caves pi ofound his tusky head 
With sea-weeds dank and coral spread : 

Less can mild earth and her green daughters bear 
The noon’s wide-wasting glare ; 

To rocks the panther creeps , to woody night 
The vulture steals Kis flight , 

E’en cold cameleons pant in thickets dun. 

And o’er the burning grit th’ unwinged locusts run 

But when thy foaming steeds 
Descend with rapid pace 
Thy fervent axle hastening to allay, 

What majesty, what grace 

Dart o’er the western meads 

Erom thy relenting eye their blended ray I 
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Soon may tli’ undazzled sense behold 
Rich as Vtshni's diadem. 

Or Am) it sparkling in an azure gem. 

Thy horizontal globe of molten gold, 

"Which pearl’d and rubied clouds infold. 

It sinks , and myriads of diffusive dyes 
Stream o’er the tissued skies, 

Till Sowfl smiles, attracted by the song 
Of many a plumed throng 

In groves, meads, vales., and, whilst he glides above, 
£ach bush and dancing bough quaffs haimony and love. 


Then roves thy poet free, 

Who with no borrow’d art 

Dares hymn thy pow’r, and durst provoke tliy blaze. 

But felt thy thrilling dart , 

And now, on lowly knee, ' 

From him, who gave the wound, the balsam prays. 

Herbs, that assuage the fever’s pain. 

Scatter from thy rolling car. 

Cull’d by sage Aswtn and divine Cmnar ; 

And, if they ask, “ What mortal^ p’ours the strain ?” 

Say (for thou seest earth, air, and main) 

Say ‘‘ From the bosom of yon silver isle, 

“ Where skies more softly smile, 

‘‘ He came , and, lisping our celestial tongue, 

** Though not from Btahma sprung, 

Draws orient knowledge from its fountains pure. 
Through caves obstructed long, and paths too long obscure.’ 


<( 


Yes j though the Saitsoit song 
Be strown with fancy’s wreathes, ' 

And emblems rich, beyond low thoughts re fin ’d, 
Yet heav’nly truth it breathes 
With attestation strong, 

That, loftier than thy sphere, th’ Eternal Mind, 
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Unmov’d, uniival’d, undefil’d, 

Reigns with, providence benign • 

He still’d the rude abyss, and bade it shine 
(Whilst Sapience with approving aspect mild 
Saw the stupendous work, and smil’d) ; 

Next thee, his flaming minister, bade rise 
O’ei young and wondering skies. 

Since thou, great oib, with all-enlight’ning ray 
Rulest the golden day, 

How fai more glorious He, who said serene. 

Be, and ihou ivast Himself unforra’d, unchang’d, unseen] 




A HYMN 

TO 

LACS H M L 


VOL. XI. 


u 



THE ARGUMENT. 


]\10ST of the allusions to Indian Geography and Mythology, which 
occm in the following Ode to the Goddess of Abundance, have been 
explained on former occasions, and the rest are sufficiently cleat . 
Lacshmi', orSpi', the Ceres of hidta^ is the freservtng ponver of 
nature, or, in the language of allegory, the consoit of Vishnu or 
Heri, a personification of the divine goodness , and her origin is 
variously deduced in the sercial Purnnd^Sy as we might expect from 
a system wholly figurative and 'emblematical Some represent her 
as the daughter of Bhrigu, a son of Brahma', but, in the Mar^ 
candeya Pttmij the Indian Isis, or Nature^ is said to have assumed 
three transcendent forms, accoiding to her three guna^ s or quahites^^ 
and, m each of them, to have pioduced a pair of divinities, Brahma 
and Lacshmi', Mahesa and Sereswati', Vishnu and Ca'li'; 
aftei whose intennaiTiage, Brahma' and Sereswaii' formed the 
mundane Egg, i\hich Mahe'sa and Ca'lT divided into halves , and 
Vishnu togethei with Laschmi' preserved it fiom destruction 2 
a thud stoiy supposes her to have sprung fiom the Sea of mtlk^ when 
it was churned on the second incarnation of Heri, who is often painted 
reclining on the serpent An ant a, the emblem of eternity, and this 
fable, whatever may be the meaning of it, has been chosen as the most 
poetical The other names of Sm', or Prosperity^ are Heripriya', 
Pedma'laya', or Peoma', and Camala , the first implying the 
wife of Vishnu, and the rest derived from the names of the 
Lotos As to the tale of Suda'man, whose wealth is proverbial 
among the Ht.ndus^ it is related at considerable length in the Bhd^ 
gawt^ or great Ptiran on the Achievements of Crishna . the Brab^ 
Tnen^ who read it with me, was fiequently stopped by his tears We 
may be inclined perhaps to think, that the wild fables of idolaters aie 
not worth knowing, and that we may be satisfied with mispending 
our time in leaimng the Pagan Theology of old Greece and Rome , but 
we must consider, that the allegones contained in the Hymn to 
Lacshmi' constitute at this moment the prevailing leligion of a most 
extensive and celebrated Empire, and are devoutly believed by many 
millions, whose industry adds to the levenue of Bntam^ and whose 
manneis, which are mtervv’’oven with their religious opinions, nearly 
affect all Europeans^ who reside among them. 
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Daughter of Ocean and pilmeval Night, 

W ho, fed with moonbeams dropping silver dew. 

And cradled m a wild wav,e dancing light, 

Saw’st with a smile new shoies and cieatures new. 
Thee, Goddess, I salute j thy gifts I sing, , 

And, not with i^e wing. 

Soar from this fragrant bow’r through tepid skies. 

Ere yet the steeds of noon’s effulgent king 

Shake their green manes and blaze with rubied eyes : 

Hence, floating o’er the smooth expanse of day, 

'Thy bounties I suivey. 

See through man’s oval realm thy charms display’d. 
See clouds, air, earth, performing thy behest, 

Plains by soft show’rs, thy tripping handmaids, drell^. 
And fruitful woods, in gold and gems array’d, 
Spangling the mingled shade ; 

While autumn boon his yellow ensign i^ears. 

And stores the world’s true wealth in rip’ning ears. 

But most that central tract thy smile adorns, 

W Inch old Himala clips with fost’ring arms, 

As with a wexing moon’s half-circling horns, 

•> 

And shields from bandits fell, or worse alarms 
Of Tatar horse from Tunan late subdued, , 

Or Bactrian bowmen rude j"' 


U 2 
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Snow-crown’d Hrmala, whence, with wavy wings 
Far spread, as falcons o’er then nestlings brood, 

Fam’d Bt nhviapuit a )oy znH vci dure brings. 

And Sitidhus five-aim’d flood from Cashgha} hastes. 

To chcei the rocky wastes, 

Till ough western this and that through orient plains ; 
While bluish Yamuna between them streams. 

And G^iw^ivpuie with sunny radiance gleams, 

Till whom a russet ochre stains. 

Their destin’d confluence gains • 

Then flows in mazy knot the tuple pow’r 
O’er laughing Magadb and the vales of Gcui . 

Not long msvath’d the sacied infant lay 
(Celestial forms full soon their prime attain) : 

Her e}cs, oft darted o'er the liquid way, 

With golden light embla/’dthc daiklmg mam ; 

And those fiim bi easts, whence all our comfoits well. 
Rose V ith enchanting su ell ; 

Fler loose hair with the bounding billows play’d. 

And caught m charming toils each pearly shell. 

That idling through the surgy forest stray’d , 

When ocean suffer’d a poi tentous change, 

Toss’d with convulsion strange ; 

Foi lofty Ivlanda} fiom his base was torn, 

- Wah streams, rocks, woods, by God and Demons wlurl’d. 
While lound his craggy sides the mad spiay curl’d, 

Fluge mountain, by the passive Tortoise borne . 

Then sole, but not foilorn. 

Shipp’d in a flow’r, that balmy sweets exhal’d. 

O’er waves of dulcet cieam Pedma'la' sail’d. 

So name the Goddess from her Lotos blue. 

Or Camala', if more auspicious deem’d • 

With many-petal’d wings the blossom flew. 

And from the mount a flutt’iing sea-biid seem’d. 
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Till on the shore it stopp’d, the heav’n-lov’d shore^ 

Bi ight with unvalued store 
Of gems maiine by mirthful Indr A won j 
But she, (what brighter^ shone before 

No bride for old Ma'ri'cha’s frolick son. 

On azure Heri fix’d her prosp’ring eyes 
Love bade the bridegroom rise , 

Straight o’er the deep, then dimpling smooth, he rush’d j 
And tow’rd th’ unmeasur’d snake, stupendous bed. 

The world’s great mother, not reluctant, led 
All natuie glow’d, whene’er she smil’d or blush’d ; 

The king of serpents hush’d 
His thousand heads, where diamond mirrors blaz’d, 

That multiplied her image, as he gaz’d, 

t 

Thus multiplied, thus wedded, they pervade, - ; 

In varying myriads of ethereal forms. 

This pendent Egg by dovehke Ma'ya' laid. 

And quell Mahe’sa’s ire, when most it storms 5 , 

Ride on keen lightning and disarm its flash. 

Or bid loud surges lash 

Th’ impassive rock, and leave the rolling barque . 

With oars unshatter’d milder seas to dash; 

And oft, as man’s unnumber’d woes they mark, 

They spring to birth in some high-favour’d line. 

Half human, half divine. 

And tread life’s ipaze transfigur’d, unimpair’d : 

As when, through blest Ft indavan^s od’rous grove. 

They deign’d with hinds and village girls to rove, 

And myrth or toil in field or dairy shar’d. 

As lowly rusticks far’d, 

!^lythe RA^DHA'she, with speaking eyes, was nam’d, 

He Crishna, lov’d m youth, in manhood fam’d, 
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Though, long in Mathura with milkmaids bred. 
Each bush attuning with his past'ral flute, 
Ai4anda’s holy steers the Herdsman fed, 

His nobler mind aspir’d to nobler fruit . 

The fiercest monsteisof each brake or wood 
His youthful arm withstood, 

And from the rank mire of the stagnant lake 
Drew the crush’d serpent with ensanguin’d hood \ 
Then, worse than rav’nmg beast oi fenny snake, 

A ruthless king his pond’rous mace laid low, 

And heav’n approv’d the blow 
No more in bowh or wattled cabin pent. 

By nils he scoin’d and flow’ry banks to dwell ; 

His pipe lay tuneless, and his wrcatliy shell 
"With martial clangoi hills and forests rent j 
On crimson wars intent 

He sway’d high Dwaraca, that fronts the mouth 
Of gulfy Sindbu from the bui ning south. 


A Br^imen young, who, when the heav’nly boy 
In aja green and scented Gocul play’d. 

Partook each transient caie, each flitting joy. 

And hand in hand through dale or thicket stray’d. 
By fortune sever’d fi om the blissful scat, 

Had sought a lone retreat , 

Where in a costless hut sad hours he pass’d. 

Its mean thatch pervious to the daystar’s heat. 

And fenceless from night’s dew or pinching blast : 
Firm virtue he possess’d and vig’rous health. 

But they were all his wealth 
SuDA^AN was he nam’d , and many a year 
(If glowing song can life and honour give) 

From sun to sun his honour’d name shall live : 
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Oft stiove Ills consort wise their gloom to cheer, 
And hide the stealing tear j 
But all her thrift could scarce each eve affoi d 
The needful sprinkling of their scanty board. 


Now Fame, who lides on sunbeams, and conveys 
To woods and antres deep her spreading gleam. 
Illumin’d earth and heav ’n with Crishna’s praise : 

Each foiest echoed loud the joyous theme. 

But keener joy Sud Amman’s bosom thrill’d. 

And tears ecstatick rill’d . 

** My friend, he cued, is monarch of the skies 1” 

Then counsell’d she, who nought unseemly will’d ; 

“ Oh • haste , oh • seek the God with lotos eyes j 
The pow’r, that stoops to soften human pain. 

None e’er implor’d in vain. 

Tb D’lvaraca^s rich tow’rs the pilgrim sped. 

Though bashful penury his hope depress’d 5 
A tatter’d cincture was his only vest, ' 

And o’er his weaker shoulder loosely spread 
Floated the mystick thread • 

Secure from scorn the crowded paths he trode 
Through yielding ranks, and hail’d the Shepherd God^ 


Friend of my childhood, lov’d in riper age, 

A dearer guest these mansions never grac’d : 

O meek in sociahhours, m council sage 
So spake the Waniour, and his neck embrac’d j ' 
And e’en the Goddess left her golden seat 
Her lord’s compeer to greet : 

He charm’d, but prostrate on the hallow’ d flobr. 
Their purfled vestment kiss’d and radiant feet j 
TJieii from a small fresh leaf, a borrow’d stoie 
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(•Such oT’nng'? e’en to moinl king'; me clue) 

Of modest nee lie di cw 
Some pioflcrd gipins the soft-e}’d Hero me, 

And moic Iiad eaten, but, \Mtli plntid mien. 

Blight Rucmim' (thus n.uncth’ nil-bounteous Queen) 
Exclaim’d “ Alt, link! • cnoiigli fo- mortal state 
I’iien gia\e on themes elite 
Discoui sing, or on jiast ad\ entui es gnj', 

The) clos’d tilth coiucrse mild the lapi’rous day. 


At smile of dutn diMuiss’d, nngifted, home 
The hcimit plodded, till suhhmel) nis’tl 
On granite columns main a sumptuous doriu 
He new ’d, ind m nn isjmc, thu nchl) hla/’d, 

And seem’d, lu'pui pled h) the blush of morn, 

T he lowliei plutnto'coin 
Impciious thet, vuh roinctous not th sort nc, 
Laugh’d at \am pride, and bade new genn adorn 
Each rising ''hull), thu did them, Lo\tl) 'tenc 
And more than human • His astonnh’d tight 
Drank deep the strange delight 
Ide saw brisk fount uns dance, ctnp in’ lets v ind 
O er holders trim, and round inuotcn hov ’i , 
"Where sportne cicepers, threulmg rub) flow’rs 
On em raid stalks, enchtcrnal arch imtun’d, 
Luxuriant though confin’d, 

And heard sv cct-breathmg gales in whispers tell 
From V hat young bloom the) sipp’d theii spicy smell 

Soon from the palace-gate in broad an ay 
A maiden legion, touching tuneful strings, 
Descending stiow’d wath flow’rs the brighten’d way. 
And straight^ their jocund \an m equal wings 
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"Unfolding, in their vacant centre sliow’d 

Their chief, wliose vesture glow’d 
W ith caibuncles and smiling peails atween , 

And o’er her head a veil translucent flow’d. 

Which, dropping light, disclos’d a beauteous queenj 
Who, breathing love, and swift ivith timid grace, 
Spiang to her lord’s embrace 
With ardent greeting and sweet blandishment; 

His were the marble tow’rs, th’ officious tram. 

The gems unequal’d and the large domain : 

When bursting joy its rapid stream had spent. 

The stores, which heav’n had lent, 

He spread unsparing, unattach’d employ’d. 

With meekness view’d, with temp’rate bliss enjoy’d. 


Such were thy gifts, PedmaTa', such thy pow’r I 
For, when thy smile irradiates yon blue fields. 
Observant Indra sheds the genial show’r. 

And pregnant earth her springing tribute yields 
Of spiry blades, that clothe the champaign dank. 
Or skirt the verd’rous bank. 

That m th’ o’erflowmg rill allays his thust : 

Then, rising gay m many a waving rank. 

The stalks redundant into laughter burst ; 

The rivers broad, like busy should’nng bands. 

Clap their applauding hands , 

The marish dances and the forest sings ; 

The vaunting trees their bloomy banners rear ; 

And shouting hills proclaim th’ abundant year. 
That food to herds, to herdsmen plenty brings. 
And wealth to guardian kings. 
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Sh''II mn urtlnnhful not on thy ';toros ^ 
Ah, no * iic bor'd':, jic hlcs‘:c':, he •'do’cs 


But, w^ica his Mces rank th} frown excite, 

Taccssuc show’rs the plains anclaalleas dieiich. 

Or waipiiig insects heath and coppice blight, 

Or drought unceasing, which no streams can quench, 
Tiic gcrmin slim els oi contiacts the shoot, 

Or burns the wasted root 

Then fade the gioves w'lth gathci’d cuist iinbi own’d, 
hills lie g^tsping, and the w^oods are mute, 

Tow' sink the riv’lets from the yawning giound , 

Till Famine gaunt hei sci earning pack lets slip, 

And shakes Iiei scorpion avhip , 

Dire forms of death spicad havock, as she flics, 

Pain at hci skirts and Mis’iy by her side. 

And jibb’iing spccties o’er hci traces glide; 

’'Fhc mother clasps hei babe, with livid eyes, 

Then, faintly shi leking, dies : 

Jle drops cxpning, or but Iuts to feel 
The vuUiucs bick’img for their honid meal. 


From ills, that, painted, liairow'iip the breast, 
('What agonies, if leal, must they guc I) 

Preseue thy \ot’nes be their labouis blest * 

Oh • bid the puicnt Hindu rise and live. 

Ills einng mind, that w'lzard lore beguiles 
Clouded by priestly avilcs, 

‘Po senseUws n ituie bows for nature’s God 
N ow', sti etch’d o’er ocean’s aast fioin happier isles. 
He sees the wand of empire, not the rod. 



A HYMN TO LACSHMI', 


29& 


Ahj may those beams, that western skies illume. 
Disperse tli unholy gloom I 
Meanwhile may laws, by myriads long rever’d, 
Their strife appease, their gentler claims decide 5 
So shall their victors, mild with virtuous pride. 
To many a cherish’d giateful race endear’d. 
With temper’d love be fear’d 
Though mists profane obscure their narrow ken,' 
^hey err, yet feel, though pagans, they are men. 




A HYMi'T 


TO 


N A R A Y h] N A. 



I’HE ARGUMENT. 


A. COMPLETE introduction to the following 
Ode would he no less than a full comment on the 
Tayds and Pura'ns of the Hindus, the remains 
of Egyptian and Persian Theology, and the tenets 

of the lonick and Italick Schools , but this is not the 

\ 

place foi so vast a disquisition It will be sufficient 
here to premise, that the inextiicable difficulties 
attending the milgar notion of material substanccs^^ 
concerning which 

'‘We know this only, that we nothing know,” 

induced many of the wisest among the Ancients, and 
some ofthe most enlightened among the Moderns, to 
believe, that the whole Ci eation was rather an energy 
than a xvork, by which the Infinite Being, who is 
piesent at all times m all places, exhibits to the 
minds of his creatures a set of perceptions, like a 
wondeiful picture or piece of musick, always vaiied, 
yet always uniform ; so that all bodies and their 
qualities exist, indeed, to every nuse and useful 
purpose, but exist only as far they are perceived 5 a 
theory no less pious than sublime, and as different 
from any principle of Atheism, as the brightest 
sunshine differs fiom the blackest midnight. This 
illusive operation ofthe Deity the Hindu philosophers 
call, Ma'ya, or Deception and the word occuis m. 

t 
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this sense more than once in the commentary on 
the Rig Vayd, by the gieat Vasishtha, of which 
Mr. Halhed has given us an admirable spe-' 
cimen. 

The first stanza of the Hymn represents the sub- 
iimcst attiibiites of the Supi erne Being, and the 
thiee foims, m which they most clearly appear to 
us, Roroer, TVisdom, and Goodness, or, m the Ian- , 
guage of Orpheus and his disciples, Looe * the 
scco7ul comprises the Indian and Egyptian doctrine 
of the Divine Essence and Archetypal Ideas, . for a 
distinct account of which the rcadei must be le- 
ferred to a noble description in the sixth book of 
Plato’s Repub lick , and the fine explanation of that 
passage in an elegant discouise by the author of 
Cyrus, from whose learned woik a hint has been 
bon owed for the conclusion of this piece The 
third and foin'th are taken fiom the Institutes of 
Menu, and the eighteenth of Vya'sa', en- 

titled AS'i’cy Bhagaxcat, pait of which has been trans- 
lated into Persian, not without elegance, but rather 
too paraphrastically From Brehme, or the Great 
Being, in the neuter gendei, is foimed Brehma', in 
Ihe masculine , and the second woid is appropiiated 
to the creaiwe power ot the DivinitjL 

The spirit of God, call’d Na'ra yena, or moving 
on the xuiter, has a multiplicit}^ of other epithets in 
Sansciit, the principal of which are introduced, 
expiessly or by allusion, in the fifth steinza , and 
two of them contain the names of the evil hemss. 



who aie feigned to ha^e spuing from the eaisof 
VisHXU, foi thus the divine spii it is entitled, when 
consideied as the pieserving power the sLvtk 
ascribes the perception of setondary qualities .by 
oiir senses to the immediate influence of Ma'ya' ^ 
and the seventh imputes to her opeiation the pri~ 
maiy qualities of extension and solidity. 



THE HYMN. 


Spirit of spirits^ who, tluough evhy part 
Of space expanded and of endless time, 

Beyond the sti etch of labhing thought sublime, 
Badst uproar into beauteous order starts 
Before Heav’n was. Thou art : 

Ere spheres beneath us toll’d or spheres above, 

Ere eaith in firmainental ether hungj 

Thou satst alone , till, through thy mystick Love, 

Things unexisting to existence spiung, 

And gi ateful descant sung. 

What first impell’d thee to exeit thy might? 
Goodness unlimited. What glorious light 
Thy pow’r diiected ? Wisdom without bound. 
^Vhat piov’d It first ? Oh 1 guide my fzncy right 
Oh • 1 aise fi om cumbrous ground 
My soul in rapture drown’d. 

That fearless it may soar on wings of fire, 

Eor Thou, vho only knowst. Thou only canst inspire. 


Wiapt in eternal solitary shade, 

Th’ impenetrable gloom of light intense, 
Impervious, inaccessible, immense. 

Ere spirits were infus’d or forms display’d^^ 
Brehm his own Mind survey’d, 

VOL. XI. X 
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A HTjNIN to KATAWKA. 


A'^ mortii eye=: {thu'; finite ^e compare 
"WltK infinite^ in smoothest mirrors g^re : 

Swift, m his look, slripo snprenielv frir 
Lc^p.' d into heing with xt hotmdless hlmie, 

Thit fifty xSniixS might dmc. 

Primovil hlAYA w"'s the Goddo^ss n-^m'd, 

Who to her sire, Arith Love dnine infimi'd, 

A cisket Mve with rich Jr 'or fill'd, 
riom which this gorKons Uifiver^^e he frem'd; 

o o 

Per. when th* -Unfighiy will'd, 

'LTnmiinher'd worlds to build. 

From Unity diver-sified he sprang, 

'While giy Cieition laugh'd, end procre‘’nt Xamrerang. 


^l^^t "n nil-potent nll-pervi ding .sound 

B''deflow the vmters nnd the waters flow’d. 
Exulting m their metsnrele-ss abode, 

Difi'nsive, mnltitndinous, profonnd. 

Above, beneatli, nronnd ; 

'Then o'er the v"'sr expanse primordial "wind 
Breath'd gently, till n lucid 'oubble rose. 

"Which grev in perfect slfpe an Egg refin'd: 
Created substance no such lustre show.s. 

Earth no srcla bc'nty kn.iws 


Aooa e the wwnng wwes itdaiac'd ekte. 

Till from itsbarstiag shell with lovelv Suite 
A form ceinlean fint.er'’d o'erihe deep, 
Bnghtest of beings, gre-'Tost of the greiL : 

Wfiio, no: 's mortals steep, 

Tnej ei es hi dewy sleep. 

But he''x'nlv-pensi\e on the Lotos lay, 

Thai blossom'd m his -ouch nr d shed a golden r^y. 
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Hail, primal blossom * hail empyreal gem I 
Kemel, or Pedma, or whatever high name 
Delight thee, say, what four-form’d Godhead came. 
With graceful stole and beamy diadem, 

Forth from thy verdant stem 
Full-gifted Brehma I Rapt m solemn thought 
He stood, and round his eyes fire-darting threw ; 

But, whilst his viewless origin he sought. 

One plain he saw of living waters blue, 

Their spring nor saw nor knew. 

Then, in his parent stalk again retir’d. 

With restless pain for lages he inquir’d 
What weiehis pow’rs, by whom, and why conferi’d; 
With doubts perplex’d, with keen impatience fir’d 
He rose, and rising heard 
Th’ unknown all-knowing Word, 

Brehma I no more in vain research persist : 

My veil thou canst not move ^Go ; bid all worlds exists’ 


Hail, self-existent, in celestial speech 

Narayen, from thy watry cradle, nam’d ; 
OrVENAMALY may I sing unblam’d. 

With flow’ry braids, that to thy sandals leach. 

Whose beauties, who^ can teach ? 

Or high Peitamber clad in yellow robes. 

Than sunbeams brighter in meridian glow, 

That weave their heav’n-spun light o’er circling globes ^ 
Unwearied, lotos-eyed, with dreadful bow. 

Dire Evil’s constant foe • 

Great Pedmanabha, o’er thy cherish’d world 
The pointed Cheaaj by thy fingers whiil’d. 

Fierce Kytabh shall destroy and Medhu grim 
To black despau and deep destiuction hinl’d. 

X 2 
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A HYMN TO NARA'YENA. 


Such views my senses dim, 

My eyes in darkness swim: 

Wliat eye can bear thy blaze, what utterance tell 
Thy deeds with silver tiump or many-wieathed shell ? 

Omniscient Spirit, whose all-ruling pow’r 

Bids from each sense bright emanations beam ; 

Glows in the rainbow, sparkles in the stieam, 

Smiles in the bud, and glistens in the flow’r 
That crowns each vernal bow’ r ; 

Sighs in the gale, and \\ arbles in the throat 
Of ev’ry bird, 'that hails the bloomy spnng. 

Or tells his love m many a liquid note, 

Whilst envious artists touch the rival string, 

Till rocks and forests ring; 

Breathes in nch fragrance from the sandal grove. 

Or where the precious musk-deer playful rove ; 

In dulcet juice from dust ’i mg fruit distills. 

And burn's salubrious in the tasteful clove . 

Soft banks and verdurous hills 

Thy present influence fills ; ^ 

In air, in floods, in caverns, woods, and plains ; 

Thy will inspirits all, thy sov’reign Maya leigns. 

Blue crystal vault, and elemental fires. 

That in th’ ethereal fluid blaze and breathe ; 

Thou, tossing main, whose snaky branches wreathe 
This pensile orb with intertwisted gyres ; 

Mountains, whose radiant spires 
Presumptuous rear their summits to the skies, 

And blend their em’rald hue with sapphire light ^ 
Smooth meads and lawns, that glow with varying dyes 
Of dew-bespangled leaves and blossoms bright. 

Hence* vanish from my sight ; 



A HYMN TO NA-RATENA. 

t i 

Delusive Pictures ^ unsubstantial shows ! 

My soul absorb’d One only Being knowS} 

Of all perceptions One abundant source. 
Whence ev’ry object ev’ry moment flows : 
Suns hence derive their force. 

Hence planets learn theli course ; 

But suns and fading worlds I view n& more ; 
Goo' only I perceive ; God only I adore. 




/ 

A HYMN 


TO 


S H R R SW All;. 



THE ARGUMENT. 


The Hindu Goddesses are unifoimly represented 
as the suboidinate powers of their lespectivelordv-i; 
thus LACbHMY^ the consort of Vishnu the Preserver^ 

IS the Goddess of abundance and prosperity , Bha- 
va'ny, the wife of Maha'de'v, is the genial power 
fecundity , and Seresavaty^ whose husband" was 
,the Creator Brehma', possesses the poAvei s of Ima- 
gination and Invention, which may justly be termed 
creative 'She is, theicfoie, adored as the patroness 
pf the fine arts, especially of Musick and Ilhetorick, ' 
as the inventress of the Sanscrit Language, of the 
pCvanii^iy Letteis, and of the sciences, which 
Aviitiiig peipetuates, so that liei attiibutes corres- 
pond with those of Minerva Music a, in Greece 
i^vAltaly^ who mv'cnted the flute, and presided over 
^iteratuie. In tins chaiacter she is addiessed in 
the following ode, and particularly as the Goddess 
pf Harmony , since the Indians usually paint her 
,with a musical instiument m her hand, the seven 
notes, an artful combination of which constitutes 
Musicjt and A^aiiously aflccts the 25‘^ssions, are 
feigned to be her eailiest joroduction , and the 
greatest part of the Hymn exhibits a correct deli- 
neation of the Ra'gma'la', or Necklace of Musical 
Modes, Avhich may be consideied as the most jileas- 
ing invention of the ancient Hindus, and the most 
beautiful union of Painting aa ith poetical Mythor - 
log}, and the genuine theory of Musick 

The different position of the two semitones in the 
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scale of seem notes gives ' bn th to seven primari^ 
modes 5 and, as the whole senes consists oi twelve 
semitones, every one of which may be made a 
modal note or tonich, there are m nafnre, (though 
not nnivei sally in ^ seventy-seven other 

modes, wdiich may be called derivative: all the 
eighty -Jour are distributed by the Persians, under 
the notion of locality, into three classes consisting 
of twelve rooms, twenty Jour angles, and forty-eight 
recesses , but the Hindu arrangement is elegantly 
foi med on the variations of the Indian year, and 
the association of ideas, a powerful auxiliary to the 
ordinary effect of modulation. The Modes, in this 
system, are deified ; and, as there are six seasons in 
India, namely, two Springs, Summer, Autumn,' and 
two Winteis, an original R-i'o, or God of the 
Mode, IS conceived to preside over a particular sea- 
son ; each principal mode is attended by fve 
Ra'gnys, or Nymphs of Harmony , each has eight 
Sons, or Genii of the same divine Ait , and each 
Ra'g, Yvith his family, is appropriated to a distinct 
season, in which alone his melody can be sung or 
played at prescribed lioui s of the day and night : 
the mode of Deipec, or Cupid the Infkimer, is sup- 
posed to be lost ; and a tradition is cm rent in Hin- 
dustan, that a musician, ■who attempted to restore 
it, ivas consumed by fiie from heaven. The na- 
tural distribution of modes would have been seiien, 
thirty-three, wadifortyfoiir, according to the num- 
jberof the minor nwd. major secondary tones 5 but 
this Older was varied for the sake of the charming' 
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fiction abovc-meiilionccl. Na'ked, who is described 
in the iliiul stanza, was one of the first cicalcd be- 
ings, conesponding with the Mircuhy of the Ita- 
lians, nivenloi of the Vfne, afielted iiistiniTicnt 
suppoited by two gourds, and confessedly the 
/ finest used in /Isia. 

A full discussion of so copious a ‘subject ivoiild 
lequiic a sepaiate disseitation , but here ittvill be 
suflicient to say, that almost e\ery allusion and 
cvciy epithet in the Poem, as nell as the names, 
arc selected fiom ap]jro\ed iieatiscs, cithci oiigin- 
ally Per.yw;? 01 tianslatcd fiom the sen/, n Inch 
contain as Incl}'' a disjjlay of genius, as human 
imagination c^cr exhibited 

The last couplet alludes to the cclebiated place 
of pilgiimagc, at the confluence of the Gangd and 
Yamna, nlnch the /Sbrwtw/y, anolhei sacicd iner, 
is supposed to join undci ground. 



THE HYMN. 


Sweet giace of Brehma’s bedl 
' Thou, when thy glorious lord 
Bade airy nothing breathe and bless his poVi, 
Satst with illumin’d head. 

And, in sublime accord, 

Sev’n sprightly notes, to hail th’ auspicious hour, 
Ledst from their secret bow’r 
They drank the an , they came 
With many a sparkling glance. 

And knit the mazy dance. 

Like yon biight orbs, that giid the solai flame. 
Now paited, now ^combin’d. 

Clear as thy speech and various as thy mind. 

Young Passions at the sound 
In shadov^" forms arose. 

O’er hearts, yet uncreated, suie to reign ; 

Joy, that o’erleaps all bound, 

Giief, that m silence giows, 

Hope, that with honey blends the cup of pain, 
Pale Fear, and stein Disdain, 

Grim Wiath’s avenging band. 

Love, nurs’d in dimple smooth, 

That ev’ry pang can soothe , 

But, when_soft Pity her meek trembling hand 
Stretch’d,” like a new-born girl. 

Each sigh was musick, and each tear a pearl. 
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Thee her great parent otvns 
^ All-ruhng Eloquence, 

'lhat, like full Ganga, pours her stream divine 
Alarming states and thrones . 

To fix the flying sense 
Of words, thy daughters, by the varied line 
(Stupendous art 0 was Thine; 

Thine, wuth pointed reed 
To ^ve primeval Truth 
Th^ unfading bloom of youth. 

And paint on deatliless leaves high Vjrtne*s meed; 

Fair Science, heav’n-born child. 

And playful Fancy on thy bosom smilM» 

Who bids the fretted Fc/ie 
Start from his deep repose. 

And wakes to melody the quiv’ring frame ? 

What youth with godlike mien 
O’^ei his bright shoulder throws 
Uhe verdant gourd, that swells with stinggllng flame 
,Na'red, immortal name ! 

He, like his potent Sire, 

« 

Creative spreads around 
The mighty world of sound. 

And calls from speaking wood ethereal fire ; 

While to th’ accordant strings 
Of boundless heav’ns and heav’nly deeds he sings. 

But look I the jocund hours 
A lovelier scene display. 

Young Hindol sportive in his golden swing 
High-canopied with flow’rs , 

While Ragny*s ever gay 
Toss the light cordage, and m cadence sing 
The sweet return of Spring; 
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Here dark Vti awer stands ; 

There Ramcnry divine 
And fawn-eyed Letd shine ; 

But stern Daysasha leads her warring bandsj, 

And slow in ebon clouds 
Piimenjary her fading beauty shrouds. 

Ah * where has Deipec veird 
His flame-encircled head ? 

Where flow his lays too sweet for mortal ears I* 

O loss how long bewail’di 
Is yellow Caxnod fled ? 

And blythe Cdrndiy vaunting o’er her peers ? 

Where stream Qaydatas tears 
Intent on scenes above. 

A beauteous anchorite ? 

No more shall Daysa bright 
With gentle numbers call her tardy love ? 

Has Netioy martial maid, 

Lock’d in sad slumbers her sky-temper’d blade ? 


Once, when the vernal noon 
Blaz’d with resistless glare, 

The Sun’s eye sparkled, and a God was born ; 

He smil’d , but vanish’d soon 

Then groan’d the northern air ; 

The clouds, in thunder mutt’ring sullen scorn, 
Delug’d the thirsty coin , ~ 

But, earth-born artist, hold I 
If e’er thy soaring lyre 
To Deipeds notes aspire. 

Thy strings, thy bow’r, thy breast with raptuie bold, 
Red iightmng shall consume 
Nor can thy sweetest song avert the doom. 
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See sky-form’cl Maygh descend 
In fei'tilising ia:n, 

Whilst in his hand a falchion gleams unsheath’d • 

Soft nymphs his car attend. 

And raise the golden gi am. 

Their ti esses dank with dusky spikenard wfeath’d : 

(A sweeter gale ne’er bieath’d) 

Tenca with laughing eyes, 

And Gt/jifs bloomy cheek, 

Mela, witli dimple sleek. 

On whose fair fiont two musky descents use : 

While Daysca, his i ich neck 
And mild Bhopaly avith fiesh jasmin deck. 

Is that the King of Dread 
With ashy musing face, 

Fiom avhose moon-sihei’d locks fam’d Gang\ springs 
’Tis Bn aiKAN, whose gay bed 
Five blushing damsels giace, 

And rouse old Autumn \/ith immoi lal sti mgs, 

Till ev’ry forest i mgs , 

Bengal) lotos-cionn’d, 

Vavaiy like the morn, 

Sinclv] \Mth looks of scoin, 

And Bhci^avy-, her blow vith Chaiiipas bound 5 
But Medhii],iadha\ ejes 

Speak love, and from her bie'^st pomcgi anates rise. 

Sing loud, ye luc,!d spheics ; 

Ye gales, moie biiskly play. 

And wake with harmony the drooping meads 1 
The cooler season chceis 
Each bud, that panting lay, 

And SiRY bland his dancing bevy leads 
Hymning celestial deeds » 
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' Marva with robes like fire, 

Vasant whose hair perfumes 
With musk its iich-eyed plumes, 

A'sava-yj whom list’ning asps admire, 

Dhenass y, flow’i of glades, 

And Malsjy^ whom the bi anching Amra shades. 

/ 

Malcaus apart reclines 
Bedeck’d with heav’n-stiung peails, 

Blue-mantled, wanton, drunk witli youthful pride ; 

Nor with vain love lepines. 

While softly-smiling guls 
Melt on Ins cheek or frolick by Ins side, 

And wintiy winds deiide, 

Shamhhawly leads along 
Cocahh With kerchief rent. 

And Gaury Avine-besprent, 

Warm Gimcarj, and Todn sweet in song, 

Whom antelopes sui round 

Yv^ith smooth tall necks, and quaff the streaming sound- 

Nor deem these nuptial joys 
With lovely fruit unblest : 

No , fiom each God an equal race proceeds. 

From each eight blooming boys j 
Yfho, their high birth confess’d. 

With infant lips gave breath to living reeds ' 

In valleys, groves, and meads 
^ Mark how they bound and glance > 

Some climb the vocal tiees, 

Some catch tfie sighing breeze, 

- Some, like new stars, with twinkling sandals dance j 
Some the young Shamma snare, 
rSome warble wild, and some the burden bear. 


( 
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A HYISIN TO SERESWATY. 


Tliese are tliy wond'rous arts ; 

Oueen of the flowing speech. 

Thence Sereswaty nam’d and Va'ny bright 1 
Oh, joy of mortal heal ts, 

Thy mystick wisdom teach , 

Expand thy lea\ es, and, ^\ ith ethei cal light, 
Spangle the ^ell of night 
If Lepit please thee moic, 

Oi Bra'hmi, awful name, 

Diead Bra'iimi’s a*d we cimn, 

And tlnrst, Va'cdl'vy, foi thy balmv loic 
' Diawn from that rubied ca\e, 

"Whcie meek-cy’d pilgrims li ul tlio triple ua%Cv 



A HYMN 



THE ARGUMENT. 


1 -HIS poem would be lather obscure without geo- 
graphical notes , but ashoit uitroductoiy expla- 
nation will supply the place of them, and give less 
inteiruption to the leader. 

' We aie oliligcd to a late illustiious Chmese mo- 
naich named Can-iii', who directed an accurate 
survey to be made of Polyid oi (as it is called by 
the Arabb) Tebbui, for our knowledge, that a chain 
of mountains ncail}’’ paiallcl with and called 
Canthh by t\\eJ\iriars, foims a line of separation 
between the souices of two vast riveis; v, Inch, as 
we have abundant reason to believe, lun at liist m 
opposite diiections, and, having finished a n Hiding 
ciicuit of two thousand miles, meet a little below 
Dhdcdi so as to inclose the i idlest and most beauti- 
ful peninsula on eaitli, mu Inch the British nation, 
after aprospeious com sc of biilhant actions m 
peace and war, have now the pi incipal sn ay. These 
riveis aie deified in India , that, which lises on the 
•ioefern edge of the mountain, being consideied as 
' the daughter of Maha'de'va or Si\ a, and the otlici 
as the son of Brahma' their lo^ es, wandei mgs, and 
nuptials are the chief subject of the follon mg Ode, 
which IS feigned to have been the woi k of a Bra'D- 
MEN, 111 an early age of Hindu antiquit}’-, who, by 
a prophetical spiiit, discerns the toleration and 
equity of the British government, and concludes 
with a piaycr for its peaceful duration under good 
lazvs xoell administered. 



After a geiieial desCiiption of the Ganges, an - 
account is given of her fabulous birth, like that of 
Pallas, fi om the forehead of S'wa^ the Jupiter To- 
7 ians and Genitor of the Latins , and the creation 
of her lover by an act of Bnahmas will is the sub- 
ject of another stanza, m which his couise is deli- 
neated thiough the countiy of Potyid, b\’' the name 
of Sanpd, or Supreme Bliss, where he passes near 
the foi tress o^Rimhii, the island of Palt6 or Yambid 
(known to be the scat of a high priestess almost 
equally venerated with the Groddess Bhaxoimi) and 
Trashilhumho (as a Potya or Tehbutian would pro- 
nounce it), or the sacied mansion of the Lama next 
in dignity to that of Potala, who lesides in a city, 
to the south oi the Sanpd, uhich theJiahan travellers 
WTite Sgigatzhc, but which, according to the letters, 
ought rathei to be written in a manner, that would 
appear still more baibaious in our orthogiaph}’’ 
The Brahmaputra is not mentioned again till the 
ixoelfth stanza, wheie hispiogicss is traced, by 
veiy piobable conjecture, thiough Rangamdti, the 
ancient Rangamnticd or Rangamar, celcbiated/or 
the finest spikenaid, and Sr ihdt or Si ret, the Ser- 
ratce of FJian, whence the fragiant essence ex- 
tracted from the Malohathriim, called Sddah bj?- the 
Persians, and Tijaphlra by the Indians, was cai ried 
by the Persian gulf to Syria^ and from that coast 
into Greece and Italy. It is not, however, positively 
certain, that the Brahmaputra rises as it is heie 
desenbed : two great geographers are decidedly of 
opposite opinions on this very point , nor is it im- 
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possible that tfic Indian iiver may fje one aim of' 
the Sanpb, and the Hau-cyan, another, dr/eiging 
fioin the mountains of Ashdni, aftei they have bc-cii 
emiched by many iiveis fiom the locks of China, 
The fourth 'AXid fifth sfaiizas leprescnt the God- 
dess obstiucted m hci passage to the uest by the 
hills of Emodi, so called fiom a Sanscrit ivoid signi- 
fjong snow, fiom which also aie dcincd both Iniaiis 
and Ilima/aija oi Hnnola The suvlh desciibesher, 
aftei hei entiance into Hindustan thiougli' the 
stiaits of Ci'ipala, flowing near Samhal, the Samba- 
lam of PtoUmij, famed for a beautiful plant of the 
like name, and thence to the once opulent cit}- and 
1 oyal place of residence, Cdnyacitrja, erroneously 
named Calinipava by the Greeks, and Canauj, not 
veiy accui ately, b}’’ the model n Asiatichs hci e she 
is joined by the Calmadi, and pursues hei couise to 
Praydga, whence the people of Bakdr weie named 
Prasii, and wheie the Yamuna, liaMng leceived the 
Scre 6 wai) below Indrapi est'ha or Dchli, and watered 
the poetical ground of Madhura and Agara, min- 
gles hei noble stream with the Ganga close to the 
modem foit of Ilahlihad This place is consideied 
as the confluence of three sacicd ineis, and known 
by the name of Tiiveni, oi the thi ee plaited locks, 
from which a number of pilgiims, who there begin 
the ceiemonies to be completed at Gaya, aie con- 
tinucdly bunging vases of water, Avhich the}’- pic- 
serve with superstitious vcneiation, and aie greet- 
ed by all the Hindus, who meet them on their 
1 etui n. ‘ 
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Six of the pi incipal iiveis, •which bring their 
tribute to the GaJiges, are next enumerated, and 
aie succinctly described from real propeities. thus 
the GandaCi ivhich the Greeks krieiv by a similar 
name, abounds, according to Gioi'gi, ivith croco- 
diles oi enormous magnitude, and Mahanadi 
runs by the plain of Gaura^ once a populous dis- 
• trict ivith a magnificent capital, from rvhich the 
Bengcdese were probably called GangaridcCi but 
now the seat of desolation, and the haunt of wild 
beasts From Braijliga she hastens to Chs'i:, or as 
the Muslanans name it, Bencires ^ and heie oc- 
^casion is taken to condemn the cruel and mtoleiant 
spirit of the crafty tyrant Aurangzi'b, whom tlie 
Hindus of Cashnur call Aurangasur, or the Demon, 
not the Ornament, of the Thi one. She next bathes 
the skiits of Pdtaliputra, changed into Patna, 
which, both in situation and name, agrees better 
on the whole with the ancient Palibothra, than 

r 

eithei Prayd'ja, or Cdnyacuvja if Megaslhenes and 
the ambassadors of Seleucus ^ isited the last-named 
city, and called it Palibothra, they were palpably, 
mistaken After this are intioduced the beautiful 
hill of Mmtigiri, or Mengtr, and the wonderful 
pool of Sitd, which takes its name fiom the wife of 
Rdma, whose conquest of Sinhaldxoip, or Sildn, and 
victory over the giant Rdzvan, are celebiated by 
the immortal Vdlmici, and by other epick poets of 
India. 

The pleasant hills of Cdligrdin and Gangd-prei^ad, 



aie then intioduced, and give occasion to deplore 
and extol the late excellent Augustus Clevland, 
Esq who ne'aily completed by lenity the gloiious 
woik, which seventy could not ha\c accomplished, 
of civilizing a fciocious lacc of Indian, whose 
moiinlams iveie foimeily, perhaps, a rocky island, 
or washed at least by that sea, fiom which the fei- 
tile champaign of Bengal has been gained in a' 
couise of ages The western aim of the Ganges 
is called B/idgii'ailu, from a poetical fable of a de- 
migod 01 holj^ man, named Bhagiraihaj uhosc de- 
votion had obtained fiom Bvea the pinilege of 
leading after him a gieat pait of the hea\enly wa- 
tci, and who diew it accordingly m two blanches, 
which embiace the fine island, now denominated 
from KdsimbdzaVi and famed for the defeat of the 
monstcY Sir djudilaul ah 3 and, ha\ing met near the 
venerable Hindu seminary of NaxoadzCtp or Ncdiyd, 
flow m a copious sti cam by the sevei al European 
settlements, and reach the Bay at an island Avhich 
assumes the name of Sugar, eithei fi om the Sea or 
fiom an ancient Raja of distinguished piety The 
Sundarabans or Beautiful f Foods, an appellation to 
which the}'' aie justly entitled, aie incidentally men- 
tioned, as lying between the Bhdgiratlii and the 
Great Hirer, or Eastern arm, which, by its junction 
with the Brahmdputi a, foims many consideiable 
islands , one of which, as well as a town neai the 
conflux, deiives its name from Lacshnii, the God- 
dess of Abundance 
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It Will soon be perceived, that the Joivn of the 
stahza, which is partly boi rowed from Gray, and 
tO‘Which he was probably partial, as he uses it sz.v 
times 111 mne, is enlarged m the following Hymn 
by a line of foiirteezi syllables, expressing the 
long and solemn marc-h of the great Asiatic^ 


rivers. 



I 


THE HYMN, 


How sweetly Ganga' smiles, and glides 
Luxuriant o’er her broad autumnal bed ! 

Her waves peipetual verdure spread, 

Whilst health and plenty deck her golden sides : 

As when an eagle, child of light. 

On Cambalas unmeasur’d height. 

By Potahi the pontiff’ i, throne rever’d. 

O’er hei eyry proudly retir’d 

Sits brooding, and her plumage vast expands, 

Thus Ganga^ o’er hei cherish’d lands. 

To Brahwa's grateful race endear’d. 

Tin ows wide her fost’ring arms, and on her banks divine 
Sees temples, groves, and ghtt’ring tow’rs, that in her crystal 
shine. 

' Above the stretch of mortal ken, 

On bless’d Cnlhas top, where ev’ry stem 
Glow d with a vegetable gem. 

Make's A stood, the dread and joy of men ; 

While Pot vat}^ to gam a boon. 

Fix’d on his locks a beamy moon. 

And hid his jEfontal eye, in jocund play, 

\V ith reluctant sweet delay 
All nature stiaight was lock’d in dim eclipse 
Till Brahmans pure, with hallow’d lips 
And warbled pray’rs restor’d the day j 
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When Ganga' from his brow by heav’nly fingeis piess’d 
Sprang radiant, and descending grac’d the caverns of the west. 

The sun’s car blaz’d, and laugh’d the morn ; 

What time near proud Cantesa's eastern bow’rs, 

' (While Devath’s rain’d living flow’rs) 

A river-god, so Brahma will’d, was born. 

And roll’d mature his vivid stream 
Impetuous with celestial gleam : 

The charms of Ganga', through all worlds proclaim’d. 
Soon his youthful breast inflam’d, « 

^ut destiny the bridal hour delay’d ; 

Then, distant from the west’ring maid, 

He flow’d, now blissful Sanpo nam’d. 

By Palte crown’d with hills, bold Rtmbu’s tow’ring state, 

And where sage Trashilhiimbo hails her Lamas form renate.- 

But she, whose mind, at Siva’s nod, 

The picture of that sov’reign youth had seen. 

With graceful port and warlike mien. 

In arms and vesture like his parent God, 

Smit with the bright idea rush’d, 

And from her sacred mansion gush’d. 

Yet ah • with erring step -The western hills 
Pride, not pious ardour, fills . 

In fierce confed’racy the giant bands 
Advance with venom-darting hands. 

Fed by their own malignant rills ; 

Nor could her placid grace their savage fury quell ; 

The madding rifts and should’nng crags her foamy flood 
repell. 

Confusion wild and anxious wo 

Haunt your waste brow, she said, unholy rocks, 

“ Far from these nectar-dropping locks * 

“ But thou, lov’d Father, teach my waves to flow.” 
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Loud thunder her high birth confess’d ; 

Then from th’ inhospitable west 

She turn’d, and, gliding o’er a loveher plain. 

Cheer’d the peailed East again 

Through groves of nard she roll’d, o’er spicy reeds. 

Through golden vales and em’rald meads , 

Till, pleas’d with Indra’s fair domain, 

She won through yielding marl her heav’n-directed way : 
With lengthen’d notes her eddies curl’d, and pour’d a blaze 
of day. 

0 <' 

Smoothly by SamhaPs flaunting bow’rs. 

Smoothly she flows, where Cahnadt brings 
To Cdnyacuvja, seat of kings. 

On prosti ate waves her tributary fio w’rs ; 

Whilst Tamunh, whose waters clear 
Earn’d Indrapresthd‘'& vallies cheer. 

With Seres wat! knit in mystick chain, ' 

Gurgles o’er the vocal plain 
Of Mathura.^ by sweet B.nnda'van' s grove, 

Where Gopah love-lorn daughters rove, , 

And hurls her azure stream amain. 

Till blest Pi aydgds point beholds three mingling tides. 
Where pilgrims on the far-sought bank drinknectar,asitghdes. 

From Himolds perennial snow. 

And southern Palamaiis less daring steep, 

Sonorous rivers, bright though deep. 

O’er thirsty deserts youth and freshness throw. 

* A goddess comes,’ cried Gumti chaste, 

And roll’d her flood with zealous haste 
Her follow’d Som with pellucid wave 
Dancing from her diamond cave. 

Broad Gogra, rushing swift from northern hills. 

Red Gandacj drawn by crocodiles, 

(Herds, drink 'not there, nor,Terdsmen, lave •} 
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Cosa^ whose bounteous hand Nepalian odour flings. 

And Mahanadt laughing wild at cities, thrones, and kings. 

Thy temples, Ca'si', next she sought. 

And verd’rous plains by tepid breezes fanned. 

Where health extends her pinions bland. 

Thy gloves, where pious Vdlmic sat and thought, 

Where V^asa pour’d the strain sublime. 

That laughs at all-consuming time, 

And ahinans rapt the lofty Veda sing. 

Cease, oh cease a ruffian king. 

The demon of his empire, not the grace, ' 

His ruthless bandits bids deface 

The shrines, whence gifts etheieal spiing: 

3o shall his frantick sons with discoid rend his throne. 

And his fair-smilmg realms be sway’d by nations yet un? 
known 

Less hallow’d scenes her couise prolong; 

But Cdma, restless pow’r, forbids delay : 

To Love all virtues homage pay. 

E’en stern religion yields E[pw full, how strong 
Her trembling pantmg surges run, 

Where Pdialis immortal son 

To domes and turrets gives his aivful name 

Fragrant m the gales of fame • 

Nor stop, where Ra'ma, bright from dire alarms. 

Sinks in chaste Sitd*s constant arms, 

Mobile bards his wars and trutli proclaim ; 

There from a fiery cave the bubbling crystal flows, 

And Mtictigir^ delightful hill, with mirth and beauty glows. 

Oh 1 rising bow’rs, great CaB's boast. 

And thou, from Gangh. nam’d, enchanting mount. 

What voice your waihngs can recount 
Borne by shrill echoes o’er each howhng coast, 
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When He, wlio bade your forests bloom. 

Shall seal liis eyes iron gloom ? 

Exalted youth I The godless mountaineer, 

Roaming round his thickets drear. 

Whom rigour fir’d, nor legions could appall, 

I see before thy mildness fall. 

Thy wisdom love, thy justice fear 

A race, whom rapine nurs’d, whom gory murder stains. 

Thy fair example wins to peace, to gentle virtue trains. 

But mark, wheie old Bhagirath leads 
(This boon his pray’rs of MahM'ev obtain ; 

Grace more distinguish’d who could gam >*) 

Her calmer current o’er his western meads, 

Whicli trips the fertile plains along, 

Where vengeance waits th’ oppressor’s wrong j 
Then girds, fair Naivadwipy thy shaded cells. 

Where the Pra^/?/ musing dwells , 

Thence by th’ abode of arts and commerce glides. 

Till Sdgar breasts the bitter tides 

While She, whom struggling passion swells. 

Beyond the labyrinth gieen, Avhere pards by moonlight prowl. 
With raptuie seeks her destin’d lord, and pours her mighty 
soul. 

Meanwhile o’er PotyltTs musky dales, 

Gay Rangamm , where sweetest spikenard blooms. 

And Biret, fam’d for strong perfumes. 

That, flung from shining tresses, lull tire gales. 

Wild B} ahmapiiU a winding flows, 

And murmurs hoarse his am’rous woes , 

Then, chaimmg Ganga' seen, the heav’nly boy 

Rushes With tumultuous joy 

(Can aught but Love to men or Gods be sweet ?) 

When she, the long-lost youth to greet, 

Darts, not as earth-born lovers toy, 
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But blending her lieice waves, and teeming verdant isles i 
While buxom Lacshmz crowns their bed, and sounding ocean 
smiles. 

What name, sweet biide, will best allme 
Thy sacred ear, and give thee honour due 
Vtshmtpcdi ^ Mild BMshmasu ^ 

Smooth Siiramimmga ^ Ti isroia pui e ^ 

By that I call ? Its pow’r confess ; 

With growing gifts thy suppliants bless, 

Who with full sails in many a light-oar’d boat 
On thy jasper bosom float ; 

Nor frown, dread Goddess, on a peerless race 
With lib’ral heart and martial grace. 

Wafted from coldei isles i emote* 

As they preserve our laws, and bid oui terror cease. 

So be then darling laws preserv’d in wealth, m joy, m peace ! 
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PINDAR, 


I. 1. 

OALM breatliing-place of Alpheus dread, 
Ortygia, gracefidhvxazlx of Syracuse renown’d, 
Toiing Diana’s rosy bed, 

Sister of Delos, thee, witli sweet, yet lojty^ sound 
Bursting numbers call, to raise 
Of tempest-footed steeds the trophies glorious 
(Thus Etnean Jove we praise) , 

While Chromius’ car invites, and Nemea’s plain," 
For noble acts victorious 
To weave th’ encomiastick stram. 


From p7‘o^^ring Gods the song begins ; 

Next hails that godlike man and virtue’s holy meeds 
He the flow’i of greatness wins. 

Whom smiling fortune crowns ; and vast heroick d« 
VOL, XI. 
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Ev’ry muse delights to sing. 

Now wake to that fair isle the splendid story, 
Whiich ^Qgnat Olympian king, 

Jov£,gave to Prosperpine, and wav’d his locks 
Vowing, that, supreme in glory, 

Fam’d for sweet fruits and nymph~tov*d rocks. 


I. 3. 


Sicilia’s full nutiicious breast 

With tow’r’d and wealthy cities he would crowii. 

Her the son of Saturn bless’d 

With suitors brazen-arm’d for war’s renown 

By lance and fiery steed ; yet oft thy leaves, 

Olympick olive, bind tlieir hair 

In \vreathy gold. Great subjects I prepare ; 

But none th’ immortal verse deceives. 


Oft in the portals was I plac’d 

Of that guest-loving man, and pour’d the dulcet strain, 
Where becoming damties grac’d 
His hospitable board ; for ne’er with efforts vain 
Strangers to his mansion came . 

And tlius the virtuous, when detraction rages, 

Ouench with hb’ral streams her flame. 

Let each in virtue’s path right onward press. 

As each his art engages. 

And, urg’d by genius, win success. 

II. '2. 

Laborious action Strength applies, 

And wary conduct, Sense; the future to foresee 
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Nature gives to few, the wise. 

Agesidamus’ son, she frankly gave to thee 
Pow’rful might and wisdom deep. 

I seek not in dark cells the hoarded treasure 
Grovhng with low care to keep, 

But, as wealth flows, to spread it j and to iftar 
Loud fame, with ample measure 
Cheering my friends, since hope and fear 

ir. 3. 

Assail disastrous men. The praise 
Of Hercules with rapture I embrace-: 

On the heights, which virtues raise. 

The rapid legend old his name shall place ; 

For, when he hooked no more the cheerless gloom ^ 

And burst into the blaze of day. 

The child of Jove with his twin-brother lav, 

Refulgent from the sacred womb 

HI. 1. 

Not unobserv’d the godlike boy 

By Juno golden-thron’d the safllon cradle press’d j 

Straight heav’n’s queen with furious joy ' 

Bade hideous dragons fleet th’ unguarded floor infest : 

They, the poi tals op’ning wide. 

Roll’d through the chamber’s broad recess it emendous. 

And m jaws firt^darting tried 

The slumb’ring babe to close He, starting lights 

Rear’d his bold head stupendous, 

And fiist in battle prov’d his might. 

Hi. 2. 

With both resistless hands he clasp’d 

struggling horridp^StSi and cloth’d their necks with death j 
They expiring, as he grasp’d, 

Pour’d from their tliroats compress’d the foul envenom’d 
breath. 


Z 2 
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Horror seiz’d the female train. 

Who near Alcmena’s genial couch attended : 

She, from agonizing pain 

Yet weak, unsandal* d unmantled rush’d, 

And her lov’d charge defended. 

Whilst he the monsters ciush’d. 

III. S. 

Swift the Cadmean leaders ran. 

In brazen mail precipitately bold : 

First Amphitryoi^, dauntless man, 

Bal’d his rais’d falchion from its sheathing gold. 
While griding anguish pierc’d his jlutdrtng breast 5 
For private woes most keenly bite 
Self-loving man •, but soon the heart is light, 

With sorrow, not its own, oppress’d. 


IV. I. 

Standing in deep amazement wild 

With'^iapt’rous pleasure mix’d, he saw th’ enormous force. 
Saw tlie valour of his child 

And fated heralds prompt, as heav’n had shap’d their course, 
Wafted round the varied tale , 

Then call’d he from high Jove’s contiguous region, 

Him, whose warnings never fail, 

Tiresias hlmd^ who told, in diction sage. 

The chief and thionging legion 
What fortunes must his boy engage j 

IV. 2. 

What lawless tyrants of the wood, 

What serpents he would slay, what monsters of the main, 
What proud foe to human good, 

The worst of pionstrous forms, that holy manhood siattif 
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His huge arm to death would dash 

How, when heav’n’s host, o’er Phlegra’s champaign hasting^ 
With embattled giants rasli 

Vindictive warr’d, his pond’rous mace would storm 
With dreadful strokes ’wide-wasting^ 

And dust their glitt’ring locks deform. 


IV. 3. 

He told, and how in blissful peace 
Through cycles infinite of gliding time. 

When his mortal task should cease. 

Sweet pi ize of perils hard and toil sublime. 

In gorgeous mansions he should hold entranc’d. 
Soft Hebe, fresh with blooming grace. 

And crown, exalting his majestick race. 

The bridal feast near Jove advanc’d^ 
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AN 


EXTRACT 


FROM THE 


BHliSHANDA rAmAtAN. 


1 HE beautiful and lofty mountain, called Neil, 
or azure, has a pointed fummit of pure gold : 
the holy trees, Peipel, Ber^ and Baer, flourifh 
on its brow , and its top is crowned with a pool 
of water fhining like diamonds of exquisite bril- 
liancy ; clear, freih, and fweet ilreams, difplay- 
ing a rich variety of colours, flow from all fides 
of it ; and thoufands of birds warble rapturous 
Jays among the facred branches. Here the Crow 
Bhu'shanda, who had been adorned with 

j 

many virtues, and difgraced by many vices, who 
had lived in every part of the univerfe, and knew 
all events from the beginning of time, had fixed- 
his abode. Under the Peipel, he meditated on the 
divinity ; under the Pacr he poured forth invo- 
cations: under the fhade of the Ber he chanted 
. the ftory of Vis H N j to hear which the feathered 


\ 
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inhabitants of woods and of waters aiTembled 
around him; and even Mahadayo, in the 
form of the large whit e- plume perched 

on a bough, was delighted with liftening to the 
adventures of the all-good and all-powerful 
Ram. 

To this mountain the fage Eagle Gerhur, 
eflence of all amiable qualities, who hands near 
Vijlm himfelf, and is ridden by that ftupendous 
God, haftily took his flight, and was relieved, 
on beholding it, from the cares, which before op- 
preflhd him : he bathed his pinions in the pool, 
and refrefhed his beak with a draught of the hal- 
lowed water. Jufl; as Bhujloandd was opening 
his divine hiftory, the king of air appeared in 
his prefence : the winged affembly paid him re- 
fpedtful homage, fainted him with folemn ex- 
prefl[ions of reverence, and then, addrefling him 
with f'A eet words of affe 61 ion, placed him on a 
feat becoming his high dignity. 

“ Monarch of birds, began the Crow, the light 
of thee tranfports me wdth joy, fignify to me 
thy commands ; and inform me what induce- 
ment has brought thee to the manfion of thy 
fervant,” 

“ Brother, anfweied Gerur^ the pui-pofe of my 
vilit was m part anfweied by my firfl: view of 
“ thy charming retreat ; and the doubts, which 
thou alone couldft have removed from this 
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breaft, are now almoft wholly difperfed: but 
liften to my recital. 

When the fonof FtAW an, the giant, with a 
“ thoufand arms, had bound Ram with a fnake 
‘ difcharged from his bow, Naked commif- 
“ fioned me to difentangle the celeftial warriour ; 
“ and the commilTion was executed with faithful 
difpatch : but pride arofe in my heart ; and 
‘‘ confidering that even mortals are exempt 
through devotion, from the fliackles of terror, 
“ I concluded that, if Ra?n had in truth been a 
deity of boundlefs power, he could never have 
been made captive by the fold of a reptile. 
All night was I dillurbed by thefe embarraffing 
“ reflexions ; and my ariogance, as the deliverer 
“ of a god, attained fuch a height,,that my rea- 
‘‘ fon had nearly forfaken me ; I retained, how- 
ever, fenfe enough to feek a folution of my 
“ doubts j and, haftening to my wife employer 
“ Ndred, laid open to him the feciet of my 
bofom. 

“ Thou art fallen^ faid the fon of BREkMA', 
with a compaflionate afpedt, into the fnares of 
“ pafion,Jrom which the moji virtuous j when they 
Jail to exert their iinderfandmgs^ cannot be fe- 
. “ cure : that appearance^ by which thou haft been 
“ caught^ was only the Maya', or deception of 
PiJJm, winch has often deluded e\)en me. To 
give thee perfeci relief exceeds my poweyy go 
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to the palace of my father^ and implicitly follow 
/us dtr eel ions. 

With all imaginable fwiftnefs I flew toth e 
“ heaven of Brehmd, giving praifes to my lord 
and rider Vtfm, and explained to the benign 
God, the grounds of my perplexity. The 
Creator flood awhile in flience, refledling on 
the glories of "Rdm^ and the force of his illu- 
“ fions ; then, leaving his meditation, It is no 
‘ wonder y faid he, that thou haji been deceived by 
a power ^ from winch /, at the very time of the 
creation^ was not exe/npt. Ra'm has fined thee 
by a dehifive appeal ancc\ and^ when thou hadft 
iiniwifed the living chain^ which entangled him^ 
“ thou fatji all night elated with pride, and con- 
“ templaiing thy own prowef. Haften, there- 
“ fore, to the palace of Mah ad \yo, than whom 
“ no deity better knows the fupremacy of 
“ Ra'm : he wdll diflipate thy foriows. 

His words were inflantly followed by my 
*' flight towards Callds, but I met the deftroying 
** power near the manfion of Cobayr, the 
“ wealthy genius of the north. Having liflened 
“ benignantly to my narrative, he thus inftruefled 
“me: ‘ Thou art under the influence of a ftrong 
“ palTion, from which no difeourfe of mine can 
“ fo foon relieve thee, as the converfation of re- 
“ ligious perfons, and ferious attention to the 
“ hiflory of Fifn, related by pious Munys in 
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** fweet accents. Without converfmg with the 
religious, the noble deeds of the preferving 
“ power cannot be known ; without that know- 
“ ledge, the -paflions cannot be conquered; 

“ without that conqueft, true devotion cannot 
“ be acquired ; and without that acquiiition, 

** whatever facrifices may be performed, or cere- 
“ monies obferved_, God will never be feen by 
“ man. Ply, O Geriir, to the regions of the 
“ weft, and pioufly attend, with birds of inferior 

wing, to the achievements of Kdm ; as they 

« 

will be related by the wife habitant of the 
“ azure mountain, the virtuous Bhufaiidd : the 
“ relation will fubdue thy pallion, and w^holly 
difpel thy forrows. Expect not a remedy 
“ from me ; fince thou haft entertained pioud 
thoughts concerning Ram, by whom I have 
“ been highly favoured : befides, one bird will 
convey inftrudtion moic eftedtiially to another 
‘‘ bird in their common dialed!.’ 

“ Not a moment was loft by me in feeking - 
thy delightful abode ; and the fight of it al- 
moft entirely deftroyed my pride with its bit- 
ter, but certain, fiuit, affiidlion. Complete 
my recovciy, beloved brother, by reciting the 
“ facred ftory of RdmJ^ 

The devout B/ ufianda complied immediately 
with his requeft^ and having pronounced an 
eulogium on the incarnate Gbd, began wdtli 
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an account of his Avatar^ or Defcent ; and 
then^ 1 elated the adventures of his childhood, 
the adions of his youth, and the circumftances 
of his mairiage with Sei'ta'. He next in- 
formed the attentive eagle, how the machina- 
tions of B’iia'rt, the half-brother of Ram, 
and of Caycai', his ftep-mother, induced king 
Jesret, his father, to fend him into the woods, 
while the whole nation in agony mourned his 
lofs ; how Lech’iimen, his affedionate bro- 
ther, infilled on accompanying him in exile ; 
how they meditated on Providence in a gieat 
forell, and aftci wards palTcd the G^;;^<^to preach 
leffbns of devotion in populous towns : he pro- 
ceeded to the death of the old Raja^ the peni- 
tence of and hisjouincy in puifuit of 

Ra7U^ who, after long and carneft folicitation, 
returned to Ayodhya, where he hved with the 
fplcndourof a divinity, he told, how Ram again 
letired among the thickets, and thcie gave in- 
lliudlions to hermits and reverend Mi’nys\ how 
Lech' bmen was provoked to disfiguie a giantefs, 
and flay two giants, the filler and kinfmen of 
Rdtoan , how that impel ions demon violently 
feized the incomparable Seild, and bore her cap- 
tive to the place of his tyrannous empire, the 
ifle of Lanca'; how Rdm, afflidled to excels, 
palTed the whole rainy feafon upon a mountain, 
having contracted a fiiendlliip with the race of 
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Apes^ and appointed their chief, Henu'man, 
foh of the wind, to the command of his new- 
raifed army; how they difcovered the bower of 
Afoca^^', in which Seitd was confined ; how a 
vaft bridge was erected by them over the fea, 
from which Henuman leaped into the ifland, con- 
foled the faithful Seitd, and fet fire to the gardens 
of Rdwan ; who, in a defperate engagement, 
was routed and flain by Rd7n ; laftly, how the 
divine conqueror revifited his country, reftored 
to joy its difconfolate inhabitants, conferred high 
honours bn the learned Brahmens, treated his 
preceptor Ba'sisht with fuch reverence, that 
he drank the water in which he had waflied 
the feet of the Miiny, and infi:ru6:ed Yhe humble 
B’hdrt in celeftial knowledge ; how the Rdnys 
and high-born damfels, having bathed the 
lovely Seita, decorated her with ineftimable 
jewels, and offered her holy curds in golden 
bafons, crowned with branches of Tulfy ; how 
the princes of the apes, and other warlike 
beafts, affumed the moft beautiful human forms ; 
how men of all ranks, who flocked to the palace, 
forgetting their homes, as the pious forget their 
enemies, concurred in finging the praifes of 
their king, while the gods rained flowers from 
heaven on the delighted affembly. 

The feflivals and entertainments,” added 


^ Jonefia of Doctor Roxburgh 
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the crow, on his receiving the facred mark of 
vermilion, and afcending the throne with Seitd, 
‘‘ thou fawft, O monarch of the air, and waft 
cniaptured' with devout joy; for Brahma^ 
“ Mahddayo, Ndred^ and other deities, attended 
“ them ; nor wOuldft thou be abfent on fo fignal , 
an occahon. Duiing this leign, no tenors 
alarmed, or forrows rent, the bofoms of his 
votaries; all was love, piety, concord; the 
name of vice was unknown or unheard ; none 
‘‘ were then infirm, none ignorant, none dif- 
“ treffed ; fweet and falutary liquors flowed from 
every tree ; perpetual bloflbms laughed on the 
“ ftalks, and perpetual fruit hung glittering from 
“ the branches ; a cool placid gale blew without 
“ ceafing; the birds charmed each foreft with 
aereal melody ; and animals, the moft oppo- 
fite in their kinds, lived together, like the ve- 
“ nerable cow with her own calf, in perfect 
amity, and even tendernefs. Such were the 
bleflings derived by mankind fiom Rd?n^ 
“ whofe prefence rendeied the filler age equal 
in virtue and happinefs to that of gold” 

As foon as Bufunda had concluded his nar- 
ration: O adorable Rdm^^ exclaimed the eagle, 

I revere thee for thy power, and love thee for 
thy goodnefs ! Hadft thou not been pleafed to 
“ raife doubts in my mind, and, by thy divine 
Mdyd^ to beguile me into the fin of pride, 
how mould I have been dire<fted to this noble' 
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“ mountain ? How fliould I have heard the 
“ recital of thy glorious actions ? How^fhould 
“ the ardent love of thee have been kindled in 
my bofom ?” 

“ Me too,” faid the crow, “ has Ram exalted, 
by procuring me the honour of being thus 
“ confulted by the fovereign of birds. To thee 
“ his affedfion has been fignally manifefted ; and 
“ thou mayeft now ceafe to wonder, that the 
moft eminent among the deities, and the mod: 
“ virtuous Rtjhys, have fallen under the domi- 
“ nion of the paffions. What being exifts, but 
God, who was never feduced by the love of 
‘‘ wealth ; whom nothing has provoked to wrath, 
‘‘ or ftimulated to vengeance ; whom the plea- 
“ fures of youth have not allured, nor female 
beauty fmitten with the fhafts of large and 
“ languifhing eyes? Who can boaft of a conftant 
“ exemption from groundlefs terrors and unavail- 
“ ing grief? Whofe fame has never been blemifh- 
" ed by pride ? Whom has ambition never cap- 
“ tivated with falfe views of greatnefs ? All thefe 

I 

“ temptations and blandifhnients are the daugh- 
tersbf Mayd^ with whofe fafcinations, diffufed 
“ over the world, ViJJm deludes all creatures for 
their ultimate advantage. He is the being of 
“ beings, one fubftance in three forms ; without 
mode, without quality, without paffion ; im- 
‘‘ menfe, incomprehenfible, infinite, indivifible, 
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‘‘ immutable, incorporeal, irrefillible : His ope-» 
“ rations no mind can conceive ; and Ms will 
‘‘ moves all the inhabitants of the univerfe, as 
‘‘ puppets arc moved by ftrings. The pious, 
‘‘ whom he loves, as a mother loves her only 
‘‘ infant, rejoice in his government, and exult in 
his glory ; while the irreligious, who are 
“ proud, ignorant, captious, and madly impute 
to Iid<n the confequenccs of their own ftupi- 
dity, vainly afflidt thcmfelvcs, and view all 
objects in falfe colouis ; as they, whofe eyes 
^‘^,aie inflamed, fuppofe the moon alfo to be red: 
their folly would make them believe, that the 
fun rifes in the well, and their fears agi- 
tate them, like fmall baiques toffed by the 
waves. Weie the firmament illumined by 
“ fixteen moons, yet, if no fun rofe, the ftars 
would not difappear : thus, without religion 
and humility, vice and erroi cannot be dif- 
“ perfed. As an illuRration of thefe truths, 
hear, O Ger{a\ the flory of my life ; and mark 
“ the sad effedts of my fin. 

“ When Ham was born in Audh^ I repaired 
‘‘ eagerly to his birthplace, attended him five 
“ years with affiduity, contemplating his beau- 
“ tiful features, and receiving happinefs from 
‘‘ the fparldcs of his eye. He ufed to laugh 
when I approached him, and w^hen I departed, 
“ to weep ; fometimes he tried to feize me by 
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the feet, and flied tear^ if I flew out of )iis 
reach. Can this^ I thought, can this be the ruler 
oj the univerfe ? Thus was I entangled by his 
illufion, and my mind was perplexed with 
doubts ; X became fad and penfive ; but the 
‘‘ divine infant laughed at my diftrefs. One 
day, he ran fuddenly to catch me ; but feeing 
his body black and his feet ruddy, I took my 
flight aloft with inexpreflible agitation; he 
‘‘ ftretched out his arm, and how high foever I 
flew, the fame ai'm puifued me at an equal 
diftance. As foon as I reached the heaven of 
‘‘ Brahma^ I looked back, and ftill faw behind 
‘‘ me the arm of ViJJm j amazed and ftupefied, I 
clofed my eyes in a trance, and found my- 
“ felf, when I opened them, near the city of 
Ayodhya. 

“ On my return to the palace of Jefret^ I 
“ renewed my homage to Rdfn ; but he made a 
fport of my confuflon, which was fo great, 
that, as he laughed, I flew into his mouth ; 
‘‘ there I faw myriads of heavens infinitely fpen- 
‘‘ did, myiiads of BrahmeC^ and Mahadayd 
“ myriads of funs, moons, and ftars, gods and 
“ goddeflres,i?d/d’s andi?£?;7y’s,and gazed beneath 
“ me on this vaft' earth, girt with multitudinous 
feas, veined with rivers, clothed with forefts, 
“ and peopled with numberlefs animals. Anhun- 
, dred complete years I dwelled in each heaven y 
vou XI. ' A A 
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and traverfing them all, v/as dazzled with their 
endlefs and unutterable glories ; but, whither- 
“ foever I fliaped my courfc, I beheld one only, 
Ra'm, the fame lovely infant, whofe idea was 
imprefled indelibly on my mind. 

“ Having fpcnt a wonderful period of levolv- 
ing ages in this ethcieal jaunt, I returned to 
my own habitation; where I heard, \.\\2XRdt}i 
was become inearnate, and, haftening to the 
“ place of his birth, I enjoyed the rapture of 
“ beholding him ; ycL was my heart Rill agitated 
“ by a floim of palTions, and a thoufand cares 
“ arofe in my breaR. Rd/?/, knowing what 
“ anxiety his deceptions had produced, again 
“ laughed, and I flew out of his mouth into 
open air. On finding that I had rambled over 
fo many worlds, and feen fo many wonders in 
fo few minutes, and on confideiing the power 
of the divine fpiiit, I fell breathlefs to the 
“ ground : at length : ‘ Have pity, faid I, have 
“ pity on me ; and ccafe, O thou, who rewardeR 
“ the devout ’ ceafe to delude and grieve thy 
humiliated votary.” The deity then perceiv- 
ing my unfeigned anguifli, fufpended the in- 
‘‘ fluence of his Main, placed his hands with 
“ gentlenefs on my head, relieved at once my 
folicitude ; and, having mildly heard a fer\’-eiit 
“ eRufion, which I pionounced with w'eeping 
eyes, commanded me to afk for whatever I 
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moft defiled; I afked for true piety towards 
him ; and he gave it with gracious praife, added 
to heavenly benedidtions. Adore, therefore, 
**and invoke perpetually that invifible being, 

I 

who, having no fhape, is defcribed in the 
Vayds \ij a fimilitude, and compared to a 
bottom] efs ocean of innumerable virtues.” 

How falutary,” faid Gerur^ “are the lefloiis 
of a fpiritual inflrudtor * If a hundred brahmas 
and a liUndred Mahadayos had affifted me, 
I fliould not have been fo effedlually re- 
“ lieved.” 

After along converfationbet^^eenHz^wi^and 
his penitent vifitor, in which they reciprocally 
told'their moft interefting adventures, the crow 
difcourfed more at large on the grandeul: of 
Ram, and the bleflings of the age, in which he 
iippeared on earth. “ Veiy different,’’ con- 
tinued he, “ will be the Cal Tug, or age oft 
“ impurity! Then fhall priefts, kings, and fub- 
‘‘ jedts, be wholly abandoned to vite ; riegledting 
“ holy rites, and the due obfervance of ranks ; 

not confidering genuine piety, as the true and 
“ invaluable gem’, which all ought to feek : fuch 
“ as babble fafteft will be dignified' with the title 
of Rendits ; and fuch as relate moft untruths, 
with the epithet of virtuous ; they who wear 
necklaces of beads, and the drefs of Gofahis^ 
will be reverenced as obfervers of Infpired 

A A 2 
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fcripture ; and they who fuffer their nails to 
“ grow iinpared, and their hair uncut, or {land 
longcft on one leg, holding the other in their 
“ hand, as devout Senntyafys: the low call of 
“ Shudrs will have B?^dhme?ts for their difciples^ 
“ and prefume to wear the fame cord ; while 
“ the Brdhme7is will be diftinguiihed only by 
“ that maik, which they will be fure to difplay 
“ uncovered: they will be illiterate, covetous, 
“ luxurious, inobfeivant of rites, and refembling 
bulls without their tails ; diflipating the pro- 
“ perty, not the ignoiance, oi uneafinefs, of 
“ their pupils ; and even parents will inilrudf 
their children in gluttony,, not in religion. 
“ Then will Rdjds be mercilefs, and profligate, 
putting Brahmens to death, and continually 
racking or amercing their fubjc£ls numbers of 
“ whom will die through want, fince famine will 
from time to time defolate whole provinces ; 
“ the clouds will flied no lain; and the giound 
‘‘ will yield no return for the giains it has re- 
ceived : yet, even in this debafed age, the mi- 
“ ferable race of men may be faved by affedfion- 
ate devotion towards Rdm^ not appearing in 
“ external adls, but glowing in the receffes of 
“ the heait.” 

“ The diforders of that age,” faid the eagle, 
will, indeed, be as terrible, as the remedy is 
y delightful, and certain.” 
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Happy,” faid Bhiifiunda^ will be they, 
who faithfully apply it ; but the dominatioa 
of pride IS more or lefs abfolute in every hu-* 
man bread; . this abominable fin caufed the 
many changes of my form, and my condemn- 
“ ation to a lonely lefidence among the rocks. 

In a temple of Mahddayo 1 flood invok- 
“ ing his name, when the guide of my youth, 
‘‘ my inflrudor in religious duties, enteied it 
with true humility ; yet fuch was my arro* 
gance, from a vain conceit of my own piety 
and knowledge, that I made him no falutation^ 
and fhowed him no refpedt. He opened not 
his lips, nor was he moved to anger by my 
prefumption ; but the God, whom we adored, 
“ bore it not fo mildly, and in a tremendous - 
voice from above, thundered againfl me a fen- 
tence of perpetual mifery. This dreadful 
judgement threw my indulgent preceptor into 
an agony of grief; his limbs trembled, his 
tongue faultered ; and cafting himfelf on 
“ the earth, with clafped hands, he fupplicated 

f 

for a mitigation of my doom. Such benig- 
nity, and zeal, could not but appeafe the 
“ wrathful divinity, who fpoke thus from the 
“ fummit of Cdtlds: ‘ Juflice requires the chaf- 
‘‘ tifement of this proud mortal, but thy "piety 
has procured a remiffion of its greateft pains, 
“ He fhall fiiffer 'a thoufand tranfmigrations, and 
in all of them fhall exift without pleafure, but 
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not without wifdom; he fliail be a conRant 
^ adoiei* of and again fliall affiduoufly 

invoke my name. This bleffing, too, fhall 
attend him : he fliall be loved by all/ On 
“ leaving my human fhape by death, I was re- 
bom in that of a feipent ; and in all my 
‘‘ metamorphofes, continued to woifliip Mahd- 
dayoy by whofe grace I left each body, as a 
5^ man puts off his old vcftuie. 

After many changes I became a Brdlvnen^ 
but the feeds of pride ftill germinating in my 
heait, I difliked the inflrudlions of my father, 
and retiling to the woods and mountains, me- 
“ ditated inceffantly on the attributes of God ; 

there I heaid the difeourfes of a venerable 
‘‘ RtcJJjy, with whom I had the boldnefs to con- 
“ tend in argument, and to maintain the prefer- 
ence of devotion towards tlie vifble, or tncar- 
nate^ over that towards the tirotfible deity. The 
“ fage, initated by my obftinate prefumption, 
Ipfl for a while ^he command of his temper, 
and uttered an imprecation, in confequence of 
wdiich I thus exift as a biid of the loweft race ; 
but Mahddayo, having calmed his difturbed 
intellect, he repented of his anger, and when 
I affumed my prefent figure, confoled me wdth 
tender expreffions, gave me the Menir, or 
Incantation of Rdm. advifed me to attend the 
God in his infancy, and aftcrwai ds to feek this 
retirement, in wT-ich I have fpent myriads pf 
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years: he concluded with a benizon, confirmed 
“ by a voice from, heaven, faying ;/ Gi anted 
‘‘ be the wifiies of the pious 

“ Heie has my opinion been more and moie 
deeply fixed, that the ignorant who negle£l 
the cow Ga'md'hen, fource of all true felicity, 
and afpire only to fenfual gratifications, re- 
femble thofe who go fearching for the herb 
“ acuTi:, but only defire its milk j that men with- 
‘‘ out religion, are like thofe who ti*y to pafs the 
ocean without a fiiip ; and that, although the 
human foul be an immortal emanation fiom 
the divinity, they who aie Iwayed by their 
paffions, become like parrots in a cage, or apes 
** confined by a chain. Not fo the religious, 
who ftudy the and perform good ac- 

“ tions ; they refemble cows depaftuiing green 
‘‘ plains, whofe udders are diftended witli milk, 
with Vy^hich the herdfman fills his bowl ; then, 
having boiled it, he lets it cool in the frefh air, 
turns it into curd, and beats it into delicious 
butter. Piety is the fire, which increafes the 
goodnefs of the milk, burning away the fiains 
“ of vice ; and repentance conllitutes the butter, 
which being converted into oil, fupplies the 
“ lamp of the underftanding, by which divine 
books are perufed, and luminous truths difco- 
vered. Then the propitious gods delight to co- 

V 

' operate with mortals ; in each of whofe corpoi:eal 
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fenfes are many lattices, where the deities 
continually keep watch ; and, if the foul un- 
“ warily leaves them open to the hot envenomed 
wind of temptation, a fi ncere invocation of 
“ thofe heavenly guardians will preferve the pre- 
cious light fiom total extinction.’ 

The tranfported eagle attentively heard the 
fublime doCtiines of Bvfunda, and requefted 
him to complete the leflbn, by defining the 
“ moll excellent of natuial forms ^ the highefl 
good^ the chief pain and plcafure , the greatefl 
“ wtekedmefs, and the feverefi punifliment. ( 

“ I will then defciibe them,’ anfwered the 
crow, ‘ with precifion. In the three worlds, 
empyreal, teireftrial, and infernal, no for??! ex- 
‘‘ cels the hti?na?i ; fupreme felicity on earth, con- 
fifts in genuine piety ^ and coiite?npt oj ^loot Idly 
advantages \ the highefl enjoyment is the con- 
‘‘ verfation of the devout, and viituous; the 
keenefty>^w is infliCled by extre?ne pdverty \ the 
worft of fins is uncharitable?iefs^ and the un- 
charitable, who never fail to blafpheme the 
“ deities, and contemn the Vayds, fhall be pu- 
‘‘ nifhed in the profoundejl hell ; while the de- 
“ fpifers of their fpiritiial guides, fliall eternally 
“ live as frogs ; of the Brah?nens^ as crows ; of 

r 

‘‘ the pious, as ?tight- ravens', of other men, as 
‘‘ bats : fuch miferies are the fruit of ungovern-* 
ed paffion ' 
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How fliould he,’ continued Bufundd, ‘ who 
loves all men, and whom all men love, be 
''^'torn by affliftion ; or he be necellitous, who 
‘‘ pofTeffes the ftone Paras P How can they who 
‘‘ hate their neighbours, be fiee from terror; or 
‘‘ how can the voluptuous be ultimately free 
“ from pain ? How can that country profper, 
in which Brdhfnens are injuiioufly treated ? or 
“ how fhall that kingdom ftand, in which juftice 
“ is not adminiftered ? How can he fail of fuc- 
“ cefs, who adts with' circumfpediion ? How 

t 

“ lhall they be tormented with gloomy appre- 
“ henlions, who defpife not the virtuous ? How 
“ fhall he be refcued from perdition, who feduces 
“ the wife of another ? or he live happily, who 
murmuis at Providence ? Who can be glorified 
without merit ? and who can be difhonoured 
without blame ? How, laftly, can fin dwell in 
him, who liftens to the ftory, and pours forth 
the praifes of Ra'm ? No happin^s can equal 
the pure devotion of his adorers.” 
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THE following fiagiiicnls wcie submit ted to the 
piirusal of a iriend^, and are now published at his 
recommendation, communicated to the Editor m 
the following, teiius : 

“ Thefiagments submitted to my perusal, consist 
“ of tianslations of passages in the Vedas, and ap- 
‘‘ pear to be mateiials selected by Sii William 
Jones for the elucidation of a Disseitation Qu 
the Primitwe Religion oj the Hindus ’ This Dis- 
sertation was professedly intended, ‘ to remoxe 
the'^eilffom the supposed mysteries of the pnmeml 
Indian Religion Y and it is much to be legietted, 
that it was never completed, and that the fiag- 
" ments, which arc extiemelv cuiious and inter- 
estmg, cannot be published uith that elucidation 
"which they would have leceived fiom the pen 
" of the translatoi. I recommend, howevei, the 
" publication of them, as well as of the following 
" extract/’ 


* Lord Teignmouth. 




Extradi fiom a Dijfeitatmi on the primitive 
Religion of the Hindus, 

but that I may not 
feem to appropriate the merit of difeoveries 
which otheis have previoufly made, I think it 
neceffary to fay, that the original Gayatri, or 
holieft verfe in the Veda, has already been pub- 
liflied, though very incorredfly, by Fra' Manuel 
da Affomcaon, a fuccefsful miffionary from For^ 
tugal, who may have received it, as his country- 
men aflert, from a converted Rrahmau', that 
the fame venerable text was feen in the hand of 
Mr. Wilkins, who no doubt well undeiftood 
it, by two Pandits of my acquaintance; and 
that a paraphrafe of it in Persian rhay be found 
in the curious woik of Darashucuh, which 
deferves to be mentioned very paiticularly. 
That amiable, but impolitic prince, who facri- 
ficed his throne, and his life, to a premature 
declaration of his religious • opinions, had em- 
ployed fix months, as he tells us, at Banaras, in 
tranflating, and explaining, fifty-one TJpaniJhads^ 
or fecrets of the old Indian feripture ; but he 
tranflated only the verbal interpretation of his 
Pandits, and blended the text of the Veda^ with 
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different gloffeSj and even with the converfatloH^ 
I believe, of his living Hindu expofitors, who 
are naturally fo loquacic^s, that when they have 
began talking, they hardly knovf how to clofe 
their lips. 

Of this book I orocured, with the affiftance of 
Colonel Pohcr, a complete copy, collected by a 
learned Raja, named Anandaram, with whom 
the Colonel was very intimate : but though fub- 
lime, and majeftick, features of the original were 
difcernible, in paits, through folds of the Ferfiaii 
drapery ; yet the Sanfciit names were fo barba- 
roully written, and the additions of the tranf* 
lator has made the work fo deformed, that I 
refolved to poftpone a regular perufal of it till 
I could compare it with the Sanferit original 
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the gatjtri or holiest verse 

OF THE VEDAS. 

LET us adore tlie fupremacy of that divine 
fun % the godhead *]* who illuminates all, whei 
recreates all, from whom all proceed, to whom, 
all mull return, v/hom we invoke to diredt our 
underftandings aright in our progrefs toward his 
holy feat* 

.Je A % At. 


What the fun and light are to this vihble 
world, that, aie the fitpreme good, and truth, to 
the intelledlual and invihble univcrfe ; and, as 
our corporeal eyes have a diftindt perception 
of objedfs enlightened by the fun, thus our fouls 
acquire certain knowledge, by meditating on the 
light of truth, which emanates from the Being 
of beings : that is the light by which^ alone our 
minds can be direded in the path to beatitude;; 

^ Opposed to the visible luminary. 

t Bhai gas, a woid consisting of tliree consonants, derived 
fiom bha, to slunej lam, to delight, gam, to move. 
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apampado javano grihita, 
pafyatyacliacfliah fa. s rino tyacarnah : 

fa vetti vedyam na che tafya vetta'"^ 
tamahuragryam perufliam maharitam. 


Without hand' or foot he runs rapidly, and 
graips firmly ; without eyes he fees, without 
ears he hears all ; he knows whatever can be 
known, but there is none who knows him : 
Him the wife call the great, fupreme, pervad- 
ing fpirit. 

Of this text, and a few others, Ra'dha'cant 
has given a paraphrafe : 

Perfect truth ; perfe6: happincfs ; without 
equal ; immortal ; abfolute unity ; whom nei- 
ther Ipeech can defcribe, nor mind compre- 
‘‘ hend ; all-pervading ; all-tranfcending ; de- 
lighted with his own boundlefs intelligence, 
not limited by fpace, or time j without feet. 


^ Instead of P'etta some copies of tEe text liave chetia for 
cJ}hayitay oi diuctoi of the mind. To riysiJ^o/iKo/, 
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moving fwiftly ; without hands, grafping all 
worlds ; without eyes, all-lurveying ; without 
“ ears, all-heaiing ; without an intelligent guide, 
“ under handing all ; without caufe, the fiift 
of all caufes ; all-ruling ; all-powerful ; the 
‘‘ creator, preferver, transformer, of alL things; 

fuch is the Great One ; this the Vedas de«^ 
“ dare.” 


B B 


VOL. XI. 



sro E.^rrR/iCTS frojm the vedas. 


1. WHAT rdifli can thcic be for cnjoy-*< 
nicnts in 0\is unfoiind body, bllccl with bad 
odouis, compofed of bones, flein, tendons, mcin- 
bi;ancs, mufcles, blood, faliva, tcais, oidurc and 
urine, bile and mucus ? 

2. Whaticlifli can thcic be for enjoyment in 
this body} aflailcd by define and wiath, by ava- 
rice and illnfion, fear and fouow, envy and 
hate, by abfcnce fiom thofe whom we love, and 
by union with thofe whom we diflike, by hunger 
and thiifi, by difeafe and emaciation, by giowlh 
and decline, by old age and death? 

3. Suicly we fee this univcife tending to de- 
cay, even as thefe biting gnats and otlier infc<51:s ; 
eiven as the giafs of the field, and the trees of 
the foicR, which fpiing up and then pciifli. 

/j. But what ate they ? Othcis, far greater, 
have been aichcis mighty in battle, and feme 
have been kings of the whole eaith, 

5. SUDIIUMNA, BnURlDllUMNA, InDRA- 
DHUMNA, CuVALAYA'sWA, YaNVANA^SWA, 
AvADIIYASWA, AsWAPATI, SASAr>IKDU,HA- 
VISI'IIANDRA, BaRISIISIIA, NaIUISHA, Su« 
RYATI, YayATF, VlCRAVA, ACSII AYASEN A, 
pR I Y Av R AT A , and the 1 eft. 

6 . Marutta like\^ife, and Biiar-ata, who 
enjoyed all corporeal delights, yet left their 
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feoimdlefs profpetity, and palTed from this world 
to the next. 

7. But "what are they ? Others yet greatet, 
Gandawas, ^urcs^ Racfiafas, cornpanies of fpi- 
rits, Prfachasj Uragas, aild Grdhas, have we 
feen been deftroyed. 

8. But what are they ? Others, greater ftill, 
have been changed ; vaft rivers dried ; moun- 
tains tom up; the pole itfelf moved from its 
place; the cords of the ftars rent afunder; the 
whole earth itfelf deluged with water ; even the 

Jtifes or angels huided from their ftations. 

9. In fuch a world, then, what reliih can there 
be for enjoyment ? Thou alone art able to raife 
up. 

I am in this world like a frog in a dry well : 
Thou only, O Lord, art my refuge : thou only 
^rt my refuge. 


3 E 2 



372 EXTRACTS FROM THE VEDAS. 

f 


1. MAY that foul of mine, which mounts aloft 
in my waking houis, as an etheieal fpark, and 

'' which, even in my flumbcr, has a like afcent, 

1 oaring to a great dihance, as an emanation from- 
the light of lights, be united by devout medita- 
tion wnth the Spiilt fupieinely bleft, and fu- 
premely intelligent ' 

2. May that foul of mine, by an agent Jitntlar 
to which the low-born pcifoim their menial 
woiks, and the wife, deeply verfed in fcicnces, 
duly folemnize their facrihcial rite^ that foul, 
which was itfelf the primeval oblation placed 
within all creatuies, be united by devout medi- 
tation with the Spirit fupremely bleft, and fu- 
premely intelligent ' 

3. May that foul of mine, which is a ray of 
peifcdf wifdom, puie intellect and permanent 
e\.iftencc, which is the uncxtinguifliable light 
fixed within created bodies, without which no 
good adl is peifoimed, be united by devout me- 
ditation with the Spiiit fupremely bleft, and fu- 
premely intelligent ’ 

4 May that foul of mine, in which, as an im- 
mortal effence, maybe compiifed whatever has 
paft, is prefent, or will be hereafter ; by which 
the facrifice, where feven minifters officiate, is 
propel ly folemnized j be united by devout me- 
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ditation with the Spii it fupremely bleft, and fu- 
premely intelligent ^ 

5. May that foul of mine, into which are in- 
feited, like the fpokes of a wheel in the axle of 
a car, the holy texts of the Rtgveda^ the JSdman, 
and the Yajufi ) into which is intei woven all 
that belongs to cieated forms, be united by de- 
vout meditation with the Spirit fupremely bleft, 
and fupiemely intelligent ! 

6. May that foul of mine, which, dtjirtbuted 
in other bodies^ guides mankind, as a fkilful cha- 
rioteer guides his lapid horfes with reins ; that 
foul which is fixed in my breaft, exempt from 
old age, and extremely fwift in its courfe, be 
united, by divine meditation, with the Spiiit fu- 
premely bleft, and fupremely intelligent ’ 

Veda^ and ift Aiticle of our Chinch. 

j 

“ There is one living and true GoDj eveilaft- 
ing, without body, parts, 01 paffion, of infinite 
power, wifdom, and goodnefs ; the maker and 
V prefeiver of all things, both vifible, &c. &c,” 
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OR, 

JN UPJNISHJD FROM THE TAJUR VEDA. 

1. BY one Supreme Ruler is this univ^Tfc " 'r- 
vaded ; even every world in the whole ei ' of 
natuie. Enjoy pure delight, O man I by '' i- 
doning ail thoughts of this perifhable world ; 
and covet not the wealth of any creature ex- 
ifting. 

2. He who, in this life, continually perp rms 
his religious duties, may defire to live a hundred 
years ; but even to the end of that' period thou 
fhouldft have no other occupation heie below. 

3. To thofe regions, where evil fpirits dwell, 

and which utter darknefs involves, will fuch 
men furely go after death, as deflioy the piu'iiy 
of their own fouls. « 

4. There is one fupreme Spirit, w^hich -no-» 
thing can fhake, more fwift than the thought of 
man. That primeval Mover, even divine intelli- 
gences cannot reach : that Spirit, though un- 
moved, infinitely tranfeends others, how rapid 
foever their courfe. - 

5. That fupreme Spirit moves at pleafure^ 
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but in itfelf is immoveable 5 it is diftant from usj 
yet very near us ; it pervades this whole fyftem 
of worlds, yet is infinitely beyond it. 

6. The man who confideis all beings as ex- 
ifting even in the fupreme fpirit, and the fu« 
preme fpirit as peivading all beings, henceforth 
views no creature withxontempt. 

y. In him who knows that all fpiritual beings 
are the fame tn kind with the fupreme fpirit, 
what room can there be for delufion of mind, or 
what room for foirow when he refle<3;s on the 
identity of fpirit ? 

8. The pure enlightened foul afliimes a lumi- 
nous form with no grofs body, with no perfo- 
ration, wdth no veins, or tendons, unblemifhed, 
untainted by fin, tifelf being a ray from the tnfU ' 
nite fpirit^ which knows the paft and the future, 
which pervades all, which exifted with no caufe 

' but itfelf, which created all things as they are in 
ages very remote, 

9. They who are ignorantly devoted to the 
mere ceremonies of religion are fallen into thick 
darknefs, but they furely have a thicker gloom' 
around them who are folely attached to fpe- 
culative fcience, 

10. A diftind reward, they fay, is referved for 
cer-erhonies, and a diftind reward, they fay, for 
divine knowledge; adding, “ This we have 

heard from fages who declared it tb us,” 


I 
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11. He alone is acquainted with the natiiie 
of ceremonies, and with that of fpeculative fci- 
ence, who is acquainted with both at once : by 
religious ceremonies he paffes the gulph of 
death, and by divine knowledge he attains im- 
moitality. 

12. They who adore only the appearances and 
forms of the deity are fallen into thick' darknefs, 
but they furely have a thicker gloom around 
them wdio are folely devoted to the abftraQ; ef- 
fence of the divine eflence. 

13. A diftindt reward, they fay, is obtained 
by adoring the forms and attributes, and a dif- 

* tiniT reward, they fay, by adoring the abftradfc 
eifence , adding : “ This we have heard from 
fages who declare it to us.” 

14. He only knows the forms and the eflcnce 
of the deity who adores both at once ; by ador- 
ing the appearances of the deity, he paffes the 
gulph of death, and by adoring his abftraQ: ef- 
fence he attains immoitality. 

15. Unveil, O Thou who giveft fuftenance 
to the world, that face of the true fun, which is 
now hidden by a vafe of golden light * fp that we 
may fee the truth, and know our whole duty 1 

1 6. OThou who givefl fuftenance to the 
world, thou foie mover of all, thou who re- 
ftraineft finners, who pervadeft } on great lumi- 
nary, who appeareft as the Son of the Creator ; 
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liide thy dazzling beams, and expand thy fpi- 
ritual brightnefs, that 1 may view thy moft aiiiP- 
picious, moft glorious, real form. 

OM, Remember me, divine fpirit !” 

OM, Remember my deeds.” 

1 7. That all-pervading fpirit, that fpirit,whicli 
gives light to the vifible fun, even the fame in 
kind am I, though infinitely difiant in degree. Let 
my foul return to the immortal Ipirit of God, 
and then let my body, which ends in alhes, re- 
turn to dull ! 

18.0 fpirit, who pervadeft fire, lead us in u 
flraight path to the riches of beatitude ! Thou, 
P God, polTefleft all the treafures of knowledge \ 
remove each foul taint from our fouls ^ we 
continually approach thee with the highefi: 
prMfe, and the moll fervid adoration. 
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:(FROM THE TJJURVEBA, 

1. AS a tree, the lord of the foieft, even fo, 
without fidion, is man'; his hairs are as leaves; 
his jQcin, as exterior bark. 

2. Through the fkin flows blood ; through 
the rind, fap : from a wounded man, therefore, 
blood guflies, as the vegetable fluid from a tree 
that ts cut. 

3. His mufcles are as interwoven fibres ; the 
membrane round his bones as interior bark, 
which is clofely fixed : his bones are as the hard 
pieces of wood within : their marrow is com- 
pofed of pith. 

4. Since the tree, when felled, fprings again, 
fliill frefher, from the root, from what root 
fprings mortal man when felled by the hand 
of death ? 

5. Say not, he fprings from feed: feed 
furely comes from the living. A tree, no 
doubt, rifes from feed, and after death has a 
vifible renevral. 

6. But a tree which they have plucked up by 
the root, flourifhes individually no more. From 
what root then fprings mortal man when felled 
by the hand of death ? 
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- Say not he was born before ; he is born ; 
who can make him fpring again to birth ? 

S, God, who is perfe<S<: wifdom, perfed hap- 
pinefs, He is the final refuge of the man, who 
has liberally beftowed his wealth, who has been 
firm in virtue, who knows and adores that 
Great Oneo 

, t 
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yl HTMN TO THE NIGHT. 

NIGHT approaches illumined with ftars and 
planets, and looking on all hdes with numbcilefs 
eyes, ovcipowcis all meaner lights. The iin- 
moital goddefs pervades the fiimament covering 
the low valleys and fluubs and the lofty moun- 
tains and trees, but foon fhc difturbs the gloom 
with celeflial effulgence. Advancing with 
brightnefs, at length die recalls her filler 
Moining ; and the nightly diade gradually 
melts away. 

May Ihc, at this time, be propitious ’ She, 
in wliofc early ■watch, wc may calmly re- 
cline in our manlion, as birds lepofe on the 
tiec. 

Mankind now deep in theii towns ; now 
heids and docks peacefully dumber, and 
winged crcatuies, even fwift falcons and vul- 
tuies. 

O Night, avert fiom us the Ihe-wolf and the 
wolf ; and oh ' fuffei us to pafs thee in foothing 
reftf 

O Morn, remove, in due time, this black, yet 
vifible, overwhelming darknefs which at pre- 
fent infolds me, as thou enabled: me to remove 
the cloud of their debts. 
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Daughter of heaven, I approach thee with 
praife, as the cow approaches her,* milker 5 ac- 
cept, O Night, not the hymn only, but the ob- 
lation of thy fuppliant, who prays that his foes 
\ 

may be fubdued. 
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The followijig Vragmeni is a Tranjlation from d 
Sanscrit PFork, entitled^ 


l^HE IGNORANT INSTRUCTED, 


1. RESTRAIN, O ignorant man, thy cfe- 
lire of wealth, and become a hater of it in body? 
nnderftanding, and mind : let the riches thou 
pofleffeth be acquired by thy Own good adions, 
with thofe gratify thy foul. 

2. The boy fo long delights in his play, the 
youth fo long purfues his beloved, the old fo. 
long brood over melancholy thoughts, that no 
man meditates on the fupreme being. 

3. Who is thy wife, and who thy fon ? 
How great and wonderful is this world ; whofe 
thou art, and whence thou comeft ? Meditate oii 
this, my brother, and again on this. 

4. Be not proud of wealth and attendants, 
and youth ; fince time deftroys all of them in 
the twinkling of an eye : check thy attachment 
to all thefe illufions, like Maya', fix thy heart 
on the foot of Brahma^ and thou wilt foon know 
him* 


/ 
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5, As a drop of water moves on the leaf of 
the lotus ; thus, or more flippery, is human 
life : the company of the virtuous endures here 
but for a moment that is the vehicle to bear 
thee over land and ocean, 

6 , To dwell in the manfion of Gods at the 
foot of a tree ; to have the ground for a bed, 
and a hide for vefture ; to renounce all ties of 
family or connedtions ; who would not receive 
delight from this devout abhorrence of the 
world, 

7. Set not thy alFedtions on foe, or friend 5 
on a fon, or a relation ; in war, or in peace $ 
bear an equal mind tov^^ards all ; if thou delirell 
it, thou wilt foon be like Vtfinu, 

8. Day and night, evening and mom, winter 
and fpring, depait and return ’ Time fports, 
age palTes on, defire and the wind continue ^un- 
reftrained. 

9, When the body is tottering, the head 
grey, and the mouth toothlefs ; when the fmooth 
ftick trembles in the hand, which it fupports, yet 
the vefTel of covetoufnefs remains unemptied, 

10. So foon born, fo foon dead I fb long ly- 
ing in thy mother’s womb ’ fo great crimes are 
committed in the world 1 How then, O man, 
canft thou live here below with complacency ? 

j I . There are eight original mountains, and 
feven feas ^ Brahma^ Indra^ the Su?i, and Kudra^ 
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Thcfe aie permanent, not thou, not I, not 
this, or that people . what, therefore, fhould 
occafion our forrow ? 

12. In thee, in me, in every other, Vijlmu re- 
fides : in vain art thou angiy with me, not bear- 
ing my approach . this is peifedtly true, all mull 
be efteemed equal . be not, therefore, pioud of 
a magnificent palace. 

This is the inftrudtion of leainers, delivered 
in twelve meafures ; what more can be done 
with thofe, whom this work doth fill with 
devotion ? 

Thus ends the book, named MoJoadjuudgarci^ 
or the Ignorant Inftrudted, (properly the Mallet 
of the Ignorant,) compofed by the holy, devout, 
and profperous Sancar Acharya. 
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DESCRIPTIVE POEM. 


BY CA'LIDA'S. 

1 


, IROM THF ORIGINAL SANSCRIT 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

THIS book is the firft ever pilntecl In 
Sanjcrit ; and it is by the prefs alone, that the 
ancient hteratuie of IndtazT^n Idng be preferved : 
a learner of that moll interefling language who 
had carefully peiufcd one of the popular gram- 
mais, could hardly begin his courfe of ftudy 
with an cafier or more elegant work, than the 
Kitufaiihara, or Affemhlagc of Seafons. Every 
line compofed by Ca'l ICAO' s is exquifitely po- 
lifhed i and every couplet in the poem exhibits 
an LitJtan landfcape, always beautiful, fometimes 
highly coloured, but never beyond nature : four 
copies of it have been diligently collated ; and 
where they diffeied, the cleareft and moft natuial 
reading has conftantly had the pieference. 

W. J, 
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Among eleven or twelve Verjian poems on 
theftory of Laili' and Majnu'n, that of Ha'- 
TiFi' feems univerfally efteemed the fimpleft 
and moft pathetick. The tale itfelf is extremely 
limple ; and the more alFeding, becaufe it is 
true'; for Kais, who became frantick from dif- 
appointed love, and thence had the furname of 
Mqjnm, was a moft accomplilhed and amiable 
youth, the only fon of an Arabian chieftain in 
the firft age of the Mohammedan empire : frag- 
ments of his beautiful poetry are ftill repeated 
with rapture by the Arabs of Hejdz ; and the 
beft works of the Perjians abound in allufions 
to his unfortunate paftion- La^ili', or Laila, 
as her name is pronounced in Arabia^ was the 
daughter of a neighbouring chief, and was alfo 
eminently accompliftied ; yet ftie had no tran- 
fcendant beauty, it feems, in any eyes but thofe 
of her lover; Sadi', who reprefents her with a 
fvvarthy complexion and of low ftature, tells a 
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long, but agreeable, llory on the fame fubjeft, 
which the Maulavi of Rum has comprized in 
two couplets “ The Khalifah faid to L ail i', art 
“ thou the damfel, fir whom the loji Majnu'n is 
become a wanderer in the defer 'Thou furpajfeji 
‘‘ not other girls m beauty. She faid : Re filent ; 
fir thou art 7 iot Majnun.” 

For the fhoiL account of our Poet exhibited in 

k 

the Rerfian pieface, we are obliged to the kind- 
nefs of Ali^ Ibraiii'm Kha'n, one of the heft 
bred, mbft learned, and mod; virtuous Mifelmhis 
in' the BrUtfi territoiies. Abdullah, fur- 
named Ha'tifi', who died in the year 1520 of 
our era, was a nephew, we find, of Nu'rud- 
Di N, ufually called Ja'mi' from the village of’ 
fain in Khordjdn, with whom he lived on more 
amicable terms, than could naturally have been 
expedted between rival poets \ and, if he was 
infeiiour to his uncle in learning or in ait, 
he certainly furpaffed him in genius. His prin- 
cipal ambition was to enter the lids with Ni- 
ZA'ivrf, by compofing five poems on the fame or 
fimilar fubjedts with the Kha?}fah of that illuf- ’ 
trious author ; and how far he fucceeded in 
his competition, every reader mud decide for 
himfelf . for my opinion is, that he has not even 
approached the fplendour and fublimity of his 
mader’s didtion, but that he has excelled him in 
tendernefs and fimplicity ; and, mod probably. 
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Niza'mi valued himfelf folely on Ms rich and 
elevated compofition, wliilft Ha'tifi' aimed 
only at fweetnefs and pathos, each attaining the 
fummit of excellence in the iiyle which he pro- 
fefled. The fate of the two poets has been very 
different ; for, while the five poems ofNiZA^'Mi'^ 
have a place in moft Afiattck libraries and in 
general are beautifully copied, thofe of Ha - 
TiFi are extremely fcarce and negligently tran- 
fcribed : his Haft Fatcar, or the ^even Images^ 
is barely named by D’Herbelot, who 
mentions alfo his Zafar Ndmaht an Heroick 
Poem on the actions of Taimu'r, which was 
defigned to emulate that of Niza'mi' on the 
vidfories of Alexander ,* but I have never been 
able to procure any of his works except his 
Laili' Majnu'n, the fcarcity of which was 
my chief inducement for publifhing it. The 
reader muff not exp eft a complete edition of the 
poem, which I have neither materials nor leifure 
to exhibit, but meiely an imprcffion of my ma* 
nufeript, which unhappily is far from being cor- 
redf. A Mufehndn of high lank, who firfl 
named the work to me, promifed to fend me in 
Bengal a well-collated copy of it ; but he forgot 
Ms promife; and the impeifedlion of this edition 
muft partly be aferibed to his forgetfulnefs ; 
partly to 'my own hafle, inadvertence, or igno- 
rance. Since the book has been printed, I have 
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read it four or five times with great attention j 
and, having procured two other manufcripts, 
when the laft fheet was in the prefs, I perufed 
them alfo with as much attention as they dc- 
ferved, but with very trifling advantage i I then 
formed a table of conedfions, while two learned 
natives were feverally engaged in the fame la- 
bour; but, finding their tables to differ confider- 
ably fiom each other, I have reduced them to 
a flioit compafs by omitting every doubtful 
emendation, and every giammatical errour, by 
which no Ferjian fcholar could be mifled. In 
many places the common orthographical marks 
areomitted (as tlieyare, indeed, in the befl; manu- 
fcripts), and in fome places they are added, where 
the fenfe or the metre neceffanly requires their 
omiffion ; between fome few words the co- 
pulative is eironeoufly inferted, and between 
others it is inaccurately omitted, having pro- 
bably dropped out in the prefs-work : laftly, 
fome couplets are evidently tranfpofed, efpecially 
in the dialogue between Majnu'n and Laili’s 
mother, where I fiifpedled on the firfl; perufal of 
it, that near thiity difiichs were out of their 
place ; but I had not the courage to depart from 
the authority of my manufciipt in a moft pa- 
thetick epifode, wheie it might have been the 
poet’s defign to break the ufual connexion of 
ideas in minds difliaded with anguiflr ; as the 
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great Italian compofers often violate every rule 
of harmony in cxpreffing tumultuous paffions. 
On the whole, the book is by no means perfedf ; 
but, fince it is far more corre6l than any Perjian 
or Arabick book of the fame length, that I ever 
perufed, I am fully convinced that it will afford 
the reader as much delight, as I have myfelf 
received, and fhall continue to receive, from it. 

The beft guide in amending all poetical works 
, is an accurate knowledge of the meafures, in 
which "they ate compofed ; yet a want of that 
knowledge in editors of Greek and Arabian 
poems, has been the occafion of fo many mif- 
takes, that a collection of them would fill a vo- 
lume,: in Perjian few poems have been piinted ; 
but, if Gentius had only been able to diftiii'*' 
guifh profe from verfe, as it is manifeft that he 
was not able, he would have done more juftice 
to the beautiful Gulijlan, which he had the merit 
of feleCting for publication. The meafure of 
the poem before us, which has enabled me to 
coneCt a number of lines in it, is exactly in thia 
form : 


Pex omnibus imperdre delete 

with a ftrong accent on the fecond^ fevcnfL\ and 
tenth fyllables ; and it is very remarkable, that 
almoft every couplet in that meafure may be 
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tranfpofed, by an eafy change of the accent', 
jiito common Ejiglrfi verfe . thus Ha'titi' fays, 

m t' orf ah fahi ]iadi guJendam 
az kais robud sabrii Tirdm^ 
budi hirokht mcuyi u JJodd^ 
vaz khix)db it khorefi naydmadiydd^ 
ijldi dviad u dcr du sinah jd card^ 
khodrd biduyd)' nJJmd card, 
hdz amadl a bthcai laJJiaJli, 
vaz goft u fieiud kb ?iabajii, 
iJIjna ghei/it dtl bicas nagoftend, 
rdzi del az )n u an nahoftend^ 

Thefc five cliftichs may he thus tranflatcd in 
the mcafurc of the original : 

Wjth cheeks, wlicre eternni paradise bloom’d, 

Sweet LnUi the soul of Knts Ind consum’d , 

Transported her hea^’nl^ graces he view’d, 

Of slumber no more he thouglu, nor of food . 

Lo^c lais’d in their glowing bosoms his throne. 

Adopting the chosen pair as his own. 

Together on llow’ry seats they repos’d , 

Their lips not one idle moment v ere clos’d . 

To mortals they ga\c no hint of then smart ; 

Love only tlie secret dicw' from each heart. 

/ 

And a bare tranfpofition of the accents gives * 
us five Englifi couplets in die form, which fomc 
call heroick, and others, elegiack ; 



PREPACE. 


^ S95 

A 

With cheeks, where paradise eternal bloom’d. 

Sweet Lath had the soul of Kais consum’d y 
Her heav’nly graces he transported view’d; 

No more he thought of slumber or of food. 

Love m their glo^vmg bosoms rais’d his throne. 

The chosen pair adopting as his own. 

On flow’ry seats together they repos’d ; 

Their lips one idle moment were not clos’d ; 

No hint they gave to mortals of their smart ; 

Love only drew the secret from each heart. 

\ 

Nevertlieleis, if the whole poem Ihould eyer 
be tranflated into Enghfi (by me it certainly 
pever will), I would recommend a yerfion in 
modulated, but unafFedted, profe in preference 
to rhymed couplets ; and, though not a fingle 
image or thought fhould be added by the tranf- 
lator, yet it would be allowable to omit feveral 
conceits, which would appear unbecoming in 
■ an European drefs ; for the poem, with all its 
beauties, has conceits in it, like the black fpots on 
fome very beautiful flowers j but they are neither fp 
numerous nor fo unpleafing, as thofe in the poem 
of Venus and .Adonis, and we cannot with 
jufliice fliow lefs indulgence to a poet of Irdii^ 

‘ than we all fliow to our immortal countiyman^ 

Shakspeare. 

I wifh I could conceal the principal object of" 
this publication, without impeding or delaying 
the object itfelfj but, flnce I am confcious, that 
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w’hat I aili going to add has the appearance only 
of oftentation, and that my purpofe cannot 
be anfwercd, unlefs it be fpeedily and ge- 
nerally known, I think it neccflary to declare, 
that the property of the whole impreffion 
belongs from this moment to the attorney for 
the poor m the Supreme Court, in tiuft for the 
miferable peifons under execution for debt in 
the prifon of Calcutta : fhould all the copies be 
fold, there will be near twelve thoufand Sicca 
Rupees in the hands of the truftee, who V/ill 
immediately apply them, without any diftindtiort 
of leligion or country, to the cffedfual relief, as 
far as they will extend, of fuch prifoners as have 
been longeft confined, and are not relievable by 
the rules of the Court. This affiftance, I fear, 
will fet at liberty but few of the unhappy men, 
W'ho now fuffer the woift of human misfortunes ; 
but it is polTible, that the liberality of the pubhek 
may, in fome mode or another, extend itfelf to 
thofe who remain in prifon ; for, even if the 
legiflature fliould ultimately relieve them, yet 
multitudes of them will perifh, and all muft with 
to perifh, before any relief can arrive from 
'lEurope. 

The inconedlnefs of modern Arahiaji and 
Per fian books is truly deplorable : nothing can 
preferve them in any degree of accuracy but the 
art of piintingj and, liAJiatick literature fhould 
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ever be general, it -muft difFufe itfeif,^as " G? eek 
learning was difFufed in Italy after the taking 
of Conjiantinoplei by mere impreffions of the 
beft manufcripts without verhons or comments, 
which future fcholars would add at their leifure 
to future editions ; but no printer could engage 
in fo expenlive a bufinefs without the patronage 
and the purfe of monarchs or ftates or focieties 
of wealthy individuals, or at leafl without a large 
publick fubfcription : there are printers in Beti- 
gal^ who, if they weie duly encouraged, would 
give us editions of Ha'fiz and Sadi, or, per- 
haps, of Niza'mi' and Firdausi'; and there are 
indigent natives of eminent learning, who would 
gladly correct the prefs for a fmalh monthly 
falarjA I lhall ever be ready to promote fuch 
undei takings as a fubfcriber, but fliall never 
more appear as an editor or a tranflator of any 
Perfian book whatever. 


W. Jones. 




A Catalogue of Sanfcrit, and other- Oriental 
MamfciiptSi prefentcd to the Royal Society by 
Sir JVilliam and Lady Jones, 

The following letter will fhew the motives which 
induced the Editor to complete Sir William 
Jones’s gift, by prefenting the remainder of his 
valuable colledtion of Eaftern Manufcripts to' 
the Royal Society, in the hopes of their 
becoming a general accommodation to the 
learned. 

Gai’dens^ 72 ear Calcutta^ Jan. 29, 1792- 
My dear Sir Joseph, 

I annex a bill of lading, which Vv^ill explain 
itfelf. Should I live to have the pleafure of 
feeing you again, you will have the goodnefs to 
let me take the manufcripts, with the care of 
which I now trouble you ; fliould I die, you 
will depolit them in the Royal Society, fo that 
they may be lent out, without difficulty, to any 
ftudious men who may apply for them. I am. 
fo bufy at this feafon, that I can only bid you 
farewel, from, 

Dear Sir Joseph, 

Your ever-faithful, 

And obedient fervant, 

W. JONES. 

Sir Jofepb Ranh., Bart, 
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A CATALOGUE, &c. taken by C. Wilkins, 
Efq. E.R.S. part of which ( as far as No. ^6J 
was read before the Royal Society, ftme 
28, 1798. 


All the notes at the bottom of the page, are copied fi om the 
Manuscript of Sir William Jones, m each of the books 
leferred to, 

I. a. MaHA'-BHA'RATA. 

A poem in eighteen books, exclufive of the 
part called Raghuvanfa ; the whole attributed tq 
CrifinaDwaipdyana Vydfi', with copious notes by 
Ntla-canta. This ftupendous work, when perfeft, 

contains upwaids of one hundred thoufand metri- 

\ 

cal verfes. The main fubjedf is the hiftory of the 
race of Bhdrata, one of the ancient kings of 
India, from whom that country is faid to have 
derived the name of Bhdi^ata-varfia ; and more 
particulaily that of two of its collateral branches, 
dihinguiflied by the patronymics, the Curavas 
and the Puravas (fo denominated from two of 
their anceftors, Curti and Puj’uJ^ and of their 
bloody contentions for the fovereignty of Bhd-^ 
rata-varfa, the only general name by which 
the aborigines know the country we call Lidia^ 


\ 


1. Maha-Bharati. The great story from Bharati speech, 
yOL. XL , D D 
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and the Aiabs and Perfians Hhid and Hifidojia?!, 
Butjbefides the main ftory, a great variety of other 
fubjedfs is ticatcd of, by way of introdiidfion and 
epifodc. The part entitled KagJm-vanfa con- 
tains a diftind. hiflory of the race of CriJJma. 
The Ma'jd-bharata is fo vciy popular through- 
out the Taft, that it has been tranflatcd into moft 
of its numerous dialeds , and there is an abiidg- 
mcnt of it in the Pcrfian language, feveral copies 
of which are to be found in our publick libraries. 
The Gitd^ which has appeared in an Englifh 
drefs, foims paitof this work; but, as it contains 
dodiincs thought too fublime for the vulgar, 
it IS often left out of the text, as happens to be 
the cafe in this copy. Its place is in the 6th 
book, called BbiJJmia-pni va. This copy is 
written in the chaiadei which, by way of pre- 
eminence, is called Dcva- 7 idga}i. Ly J. 

1 . b. JDtfto. 

Anotlici copy, without notes, wiitten in the 

charader peculiai to the province of Bengal^ in 

which the Bj'almans of that countiy aie wont to 

tranferibe all their Sanfc7 it books Moft of the 

alphabets of India, though they diftcr veiy 

much in the fliape of their lettcis, agree in their 

number and powers, and aie capable of exprefs- 

ing the Sa77fc7'it^ as well as their own particular 

language. This copy contains the Gitd^ in its 

proper place. Ly J. 

; 
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2. <7. 'Rom ay ana. 

The adventures of Rdma^ a poem in fev^n 
bookSj v^dth notes, in' the Devandgari c\\2i\2iOitr, 
There are feveral works with the fame title, but 
this, written by Vdhmc.^ is the moft efteemed. 
The fubjedt of all the Rdmdyans is the fame ; 
the popular ftoiy of Rdma^ furnamed Ddfarathi^ 
fuppofed to be an incarriation of the god Vtjlmu, 
and his wonderful exploits, to recover his beloved 
Sttd out of the hands of Rdvana., the gigantick 
tyrant of 'Lancd. Ly J. 

2. b. Ditto, 

Another copy, in the Bengal chaiadler, with- 
out notes, by Vdbntc. Ly J. 

2. c. Ditto. 

A very line copy, in the Devandgari charac- 
ter, without notes ; but unfortunately not finifh- 
ed, the writer having been reduced to a hate of 
jnfanity, by habitual intoxication. Sir W. J. 

3. a. Sr^ B/jdgavaf. 

A poem in twelve books, attributed to CrtJJma 
Dwaipdyana Vydfa^ the reputed author of tire 
Mahd-bhdrat, and many other works ; with 
notes by Sndhard Swdmr. Devandgari charac- 
ter. It is to be found in moh of the vulgar 
dialedls of India, and in the Perfian language. 
It has alfo appeared, in a very impel fedt and 
abridged form, in French, under the title of Ba- 
gavadaviy tranflatcd from the Tdmul verhon. The 


D D 2 
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cliief fubje£t of the Bhagaiat is the life of 
CriJJma , but, being one of that fpecies of com- 
pofition which is called Pu'rdna^ it necelTarily 
conipnfcs five fubjedts, including that, v/hich 
may be confidered the chief. The Brahmans 
in their book, define a Piirana to be a poem 
“ treating of five fubjedls : primary creation, or 
“ cieation of matter' in the abftradt; fecondary 
“ creation, or the piodudlionofthefubordinatebe- 
“ ings, both fpiritual and material ; chronological 
“ account of their giand periods of time, called 
‘‘ Manwantoras\ genealogical rife of families, 
“ particularly of thofe who have leigned in 
“ India and, laftly, a hiftory of the lives of 
“ particular families.” Ly J. 

g.b. Ditto. 

Another copy, in the Bengal charadler, with- 
out notes. Ly J. 

3. c. Ditto. 

Another copy, on palm leaves, in the Bengal 
charad'er. Sii W. J. 

4. Agni Parana. 

This work, feigned to have been delivered by 
Agni, the god of fire, contains a variety of fub- 
jeds, and feems to have been intended as an 
epitome of Rindu learning. The poem opens 
, with a fhoit account of the feveral incarnations 
of Vijhnu ; particularly in the perfons of Rama, 
Wiiofe exploits are the theme of the Rdmdyan, 
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and of Grtjhna^ the material offspring of Vafii- 
deva. Then follow a hiftory of the creation; 
a tedious diffeitation on the worfhip of the gods, 
with a defcription of their images, and direc- 
' tions for conlfrufting and fetting them up ; a 
concife defcription of the earth, and of thofe 
places which' are efteemed holy, with the 
forms of worfhip to be obferved at them ; a 
treatife on aftronomy, or rather aftrology ; a va- 
riety of incantations, charms, and fpells, for 
every occafion; computation of the periods < 
called Manwautaras ; a defcription of the feveral 
religious modes of life, called Jl'fra?na^ and the 
duties to be performed in each of them refpec- 
lively ; rules for doing penance ; feafts and fafts to 
be obferved throughout theyear; rules forbeftow- 
ing charity; a differtation on the great advantages 
to be derived from the myftic word OM ’ with 
an hymn to Vajifita. The next fubjedt relates 
to the office and duties of princes ; under which 
head are given rules for knowing the qualities 

I 

of men and women ; for choofing arms and en- 
figns of royalty; for the choice of precious 
ftones ; which are followed by a treatife on the 
art of war, the greateft part of which is wanting 
in this copy. The next head treats of worldly 
tranfaftions between man and man, in buying 
and felling, borrowing and lending, giving and 
receiving, and the laws refpe£ting them. 

Then follow certain ordinances, according to the 
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Veda^ lefpeding means of fecurily from misfor- 
tunes, &c. and foi the worfhip of the gods. Lifts 
of the two races of kings, called the Surya‘vanfa^ 
and the Chandravdnfa ; of the family of Tadii^ 
and of Cr.JJma ; .with a fliort hiftory of - the 
twelve-yeais’ war, defcribed m.^zMahd'bhdraf» 
A treatife on the art of healing, as applicable to 
man and bcaft, with rules for the management 
of elephants, hoifes, and cows; charms and fpells 
for curing various diforders ; and the mode of 
wmrfhipping certain divinities. On the letters 
of the Saiifcrit alphabet; on the ornaments of 
fpeech, as applicable to profe, verfe, and the 
drama ; on the myftic fignification of the fingle 
letters of the Sanfertt alphabet ; a grammar of 
the "‘Sanfent language, and a fhort vocabulary. 
The work is divided into 353 llioit chapters, 
and is \^’iitten in the Bengal charadter. Ly J. 

5. Cdhca Pur an a. 

A mythological hiftory of the goddefs Ci//, 
in verfe, and her adventures under various 
names and charadters ; a veiy curious and en- 
tertaining woik, including, by way of epifode, 
feveral beautiful allegories, particularly one 
founded upon the motions of the moon. There 
feems to be fomething wanting at the end. 
Bengal charadter, without notes. Ly J. 

6. a. Vayu Pur ana. 

This work, attributed to Vayu the god of wind, 
contains, among a variety of other curious fub- 
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jedis, a verjr circumftantial detail of the creation 
of all things celeftial and terreftrial^ with the ge- 
nealogy of the firft inhabitants; a chronological 
account of the grand periods called Mmiwa?2- 
taras, Calpas^ &c. ; a defcription of the earth, as 
divided into Dwipas, Varjhas, &c., with its di- 
menlions in Yojanas ; and alfo of the other 
planets, and fixed ftars, and their relative dif- 
tances, ciicumferences of orbits, Writ- 

ten in the Devaiidgan charadten Ly J. 

6. Ditto » 

'A duplicate in the character. Ly J. 

'7. Vrih‘an Ndradiya Pur ana. 

This poem, feigned to have been delivered to 
Banatcunidra^ by the infpired Ndracia, like others 
of the Purd?2as, opens with chaos and creation; . 
but it treats principally of the unity of God, 
under the title of Maha Vzjhnu ; arguing, that 
all other gods are but emblems of his works, and 
the goddefies, of his powers ; and that the wor- 
fliipping of either of the triad, creator, preferver, 
or deftroyer, is, in effedl, the worfiiipping of 
him. The book concludes with lules for the 
feveral tribes, in their fpiiitual and ternporal con- 
dudf through life. It is a new copy, in the 
Bengal charader, and, for a new copy, remarka-’ 
bly corred. Ly J. 

8. Ndradiya Purdna. 

This poem treats princijpally on the worfhip 
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of ViJJmit, as praftifed by Rukmdngada^ one of 
their ancient kings. Devdndgari character. 

Sir W. J. 

9. a. Bhavifiydttara Rurdnai, 

The fecond and only remaining part. The 
fubjedf is confined to religious ceremonies. J)/- 
‘uandgari charadler. Sir W. J. 

9. b. Tiitto, 

With an Index. Devandgari character. 

Ly J- 

10. ^Gita-goviMa* 

A beautiful and very popular poem, by Jaya^ 
deva, upon Crijhna^ and his youthful adven- 
tures. Bengal charadler. Ly J. 

11. Cumd a Sambhava, 

An epick poem on the birth of Car flea, with 
notes, by Cahddfa, De'vandgarl character. The 
notes are feparate. Ly J. 

11. b. Ditto, 

A duplicate of the text only, in the Bengal 
character. Ly J. ^ \ 

12 . Naljhadha, 

The adventures of Nala ; a poem, with notes, 
Bengal charadler. . Ly J. 

13. Bhattl, 

A popular heroick poem, in the Bengal charac- 
ter. Ly J. 

14 . Baghu-n^anfa^ 


11. Read six times. 
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‘I'he race of Crifijia, a poem by Calidas^ Tvltfi 
notes. Devdnagari character. 

15 . VrlhatCiithd. 

Indian Tales inveife, by Somadenja, Deva?id<^ 
gan charadler. Ly J. 

16. Stfighdfana, 

The throne of Rdjd Vkrmndditya \ a feries of 
inftru£tive tales, fuppofed to have been related 
by thirty-two images which ornamented it. X)/- 
'uanagan character. It has been tranilated into 
Perfian. Ly J. 

17. Caf hd Saritfdgara, 

A collection of tales by Somadeva, Devam- 
gari character. Two books in Ruffia. Ly J, 

18. Buca Sapfati. 

The feventy tales of a parrot. Devandg-ari 
character. Sir W. J. The PerCians feem to 
have borrowed their TutkndfJia from this work, 

1 9. Rafa 7 nanjarL 

The analyfis of love, a poem, by Bhdftudaita 
Mtjrn. ’Dinsandgari character. Ly J, 


15. This poet resembles Ariosto, but even surpasses him la ' 

I 

eloquence - “ We do homage to the poets who composed, 
the Ramayan, the Mahabarat, and the Vi ihatcatha Vahnic^ 
Vyasa and Somadeva ; by whom delightful eloquence blazes 
forth, divided like the rivei with tluee streams, Govetdhans 
Achaiya, 

19. I have leadthis delightful book four times at least. 
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so. Sdntifataca, 

A poem, in the Bengal charader. Ly J.’ 

SI. Arjuna Gttd. 

A dialogue, fomething in the manner of the 
Bhagavat Gttd. Devandgart chaiader. Ly J. 
2S. Hitopadefa. 

Pail of the fables tranflated by C. W. Written 
in the Bengal charader Ly J. 

23. BroJwidNttupana, 

On the nature of Brahmd. De'vandgart cha-- 
rader. Imperfed. Ly J. 

24. Meghaduta. 

. A poem. BeJigal charader. Ly J. / 

25. Tatttra Sdra. 

On religious ceremonies, by Crljlmdmnda 
Battdchdrya. Bengal charader. Sir W. J. 

2 6. Sahafra Ndma. 

The thoufand names of Vtjlmu* Devandgari 
charader. Sir W. J. 

27. Ctrdidrjutitya. 

A poem, in the Bengal charader. Ly J. 

28. Stddbdnta S^roniani. 

- A treatife on geography and aftronomy, by 
Bhdfcardchdrya. Devandgari charader. 

Sir W. J. 

29. Sangka Ndrdyana, 

A treatife on mulick and dancing. Devandgari 
charader. Sir W. J. 

30. Vtdhadaranyaca, 
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Pait of the Tajur P 7 da, ^wiih a glofs, by Sa?z-- 
cara. Devandgan charader. Ly J. 

3 1 . NiruSfi, or Namibia. 

A glofs on the Feda. Dk}andgan chara£lei« 

LyJ- 

32 . Aitareya. 

A diico'urfe on part of the Feda. Devmdgari 
charadler. Ly J. 

33 . Chandaji. 

' From the Sd?jm Feda. Devandgar'i charadler, 

Ly J.' 

34 . Mdgha Tied, 

A comment on fome other work. Devandgmi 
charadler, Ly J. 

35 . Rdj ahallahha. 

De materia Indorum medicd ; by 'Ndrdyana-^ 
ddfa, Bengal charadler. Ly J. 

- 36 . Hatha Fradipaca. 

Inftrudfions for the performance of the reli- 
gious difeipline called Toga'j by Szvdtnidrdma, 
Bengal chamdieT, LyJ. 

37. a. Mdnava Dharma Sdfiia. 

The inftitute^ of Menu, tranflated into Eng-’ 
lifli by Sir W. J. under, the title of “ Injlitutes 
“ of Hindu Law, or the Ordinances of Memu" 
Devandgan character. Ly J. 

37. h. Ditto. 

Duplicate in the Devandgan character. . 

LyJ. 


38.. Mugdha-bddha-iicdo 
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A commentary on the Mugdha-bddiia, ’which 
is a Sanfait grammar, peculiar to the province 
of Bengal, by Durgd Ddfa, Bengal charader. 
Fourvols. LyJ» 

39. Sdrafivati-Vydcarana. 

The Sanfci it grammar called Sdi’ojwalu 
(Thatpait only which treats of the verb.) De- 
vandgan character. Ly J. 

40. S dr avail. 

A grammar of the Sanfcrit language. Incom- 
plete. Bengal chaiaflei. Sir W. J. 

41. Siddhdnia Caiuniidi. 

^ A grammar of the Sanfcrit language, by P^- 
nini, Cdtdyana^ and Bdtanjali-, wnth a duplicate 
of the firll part, as far as compounds. Devand- 
gari charadler. Ly J* 

42. a. Amara Cofa. 

A vocabulary of the Sanfci it language, with a 
grammatical comment. Not peifedt. Devand’^ 
gari character. Ly J. 

42. h. JDitto. 

The botanical chapter only, with a comment* 
Devandgari chara(51er. LyJ. 

4)1. The Great Stddhanta Cdttmudi Part I. Collected by 
Bhattaje Dushitoy from the grammatick explanations of 
Chatyana. 

I finished the attentive reading of this giammai by Panani, 
Chatyana, and Patanjah, 18 Aug 1792. 

42. A grammatical comment on the botanical chapter of 
Amarcosha 

Finished reading, September 18, 1792, Cnshna-nagar, 
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4*2. c. Ditto. 

'i'he whole complete. Bengal charaQ er. 

Sir W. J, 

43. Me dim Cofa. 

A diclionary of the Sanfci it language. De^ 
vandgan charadler. Ly J. 

44. Vijwapracdfa Cofa. 

A didiionary of the Saiifcrit language 5 hy 
Mahefivdra., Devandgmi ch.o.m€tQi', LyJ. 

45. Sabda Sandarhha Sindii. 

A didiionaiy of the Sanfcnt language; by 
Cdfindth Sarman. It appears from the introduc- 
tion, that it was compiled exprefsly for., the ufe 
of Sir W. J. The learned author is, at prefent, 
head profelTor in the newly- eftablifhed college 
2X Varanasi. Devandgaii ch.?LX2iQiQv. Two vols. 
folio. Ly J. 

46. Venifanhdra. 

A drama, Sanfcnt and Bidcnt, in the Bengal 
character. Ly J. 

4y. Mahd Ndtaca. 

A drama, Sanfcnt and Prdcnt, in the Bengal 
charader. Ly J. 

48. Sacontald. 

A drama, Sanfcrit and Prdcrit., in the Bengal 
charader. This is the beautiful play which was - 
tranflated into Englifh by Sir W. J. but not the 
copy he ufed for that purpofe, Ly J, 

49. Mdlati and Mddhava, 


A CATALOGUL 


'Ui' 

A drama, Sanfcnt and l?uicnt^ in the l^mgq .1 
chaiad'er.. Ly J. 

- 50. Hdfydrnava 

A farce, Sanfcnt and Prdcnt, in the Bengal 
chai after. Ly J. 

51. Caiiiuca Sarvafivarn, 

, A farce, Sanfcnt and Bvdcrit^ in tlie Bengal 
chai after. Ly J. 

52. ChandnibbifJjcca. 

A diama, Sanfcnt and Prdcnt, Bengal cha- 
rafter. Ly J. 

53. Ratn avail, 

A drama, Sanfcnt and Prdcnt, Bengal cha- 
rafter. Ly J. 

54. Viciamoivaf. 

A diama, Sanfcnt and Prdcnt. Bengal cha- 
rafter. Ly J 

55. Manavicdgnimiti a. 

A drama, Sanfcj it a.nd Prdcnt, Bengal cha- 
rafter. Ly J. 

56 A catalogue of Sanfcnt books, on vaiioug 
fubjefts. Devandgan chai after. Ly J. 

50. The Sea of Laughter ( Hasya, mvn ). A fai cc by 
Jagadiswara 

It IS a bittci satire on kings, and then servants, who are 
described as profligate scoundicls; and , on priests, who aie 
represented as vicious h) poci itcs. 

51 Cautuca Servaswam ; a Farce. King, Cativat,ah, 
five Councellors, ^ishtaniaca^ Dha ihanala. Am itasa 1 a, Pandt- 
tapn Oj Abhavyascc hava. 
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5^. Gita and Dbarmdmifafana, 

Two extra6ls from the Mdhabhdrat, with 
beautiful drawings, wiitten in the Devandgai^l 
charadler. Sir W. J. 

58. Raghuvanfa. 

The Children of the Sun, a poem by Cdlidds^ 
in Bengal charadler. Sir W J. 

59. Frabodha Cbandrodaya, 

The Rifing Moon of Knowledge, a drama by' 
Cejava Mifra, Beng al charader. Sir W. J. 

CHINESE. 

60. Con Fu Tfn. The woiks of Conjucius^ 
Vol. 11 . III. IV. V. VI. Sir W. J. 

61. Tabia Su Shuw, A commentary. 

Sir W. J. 

62. Sbun Lon Sn Sbuw, A commentary. 

Sir W. J. 

67. Hor Lon Sn Shuw. A commentary. 

SirW J. 

64. Sbung Morng Su Sbuw. A commentary. 

Sir W. J. 

65. Hot' Morng Su Sbuzv. A commentary. 

Sir W. J. 

66. Shi Km. A book of Chinefe odes. 

LyJ. 

67. Lon Tu. A grammar of the Chinele 
language. Ly J. 
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68 . A dicfionavy. Cliinefc and Latin. Ly J. 

PERSIAN. 

(39. Zajar Ndmch. A moft elegant hiflory 
of Tauniir, written in the NiJJib cliara6ier. 

J- 

70. Towdnkh i Gujai at A Hiftory of the 
Province of Giizemt. Ly J. 

Tdrikh i Bahddeifi/ihi. A Hiftory of 
the Empeior Bahdder Sbdh. Ly J. 

72. 'Taiikb i cbducujfJjd The Hiftory of 
'Nadu’ Sbdh, by Mu za Mahddi Kban. Ly J. 

73. Nafiaiivc of the Proceedings of Scindia, 
and the Confederates. Ly J. 

74. yebdiigh Nanicb. The Hiftory of Je- 
hdngir Shdb. Ly J. 

75. Mujmel ut Tank]) t Nddin. An Abridg- 
ment of the Hiftory of Nadu Shah. Ly J. 

76. Hijloiy of Hindofan, b) Gbolam Huffauu 

Sir W. J. 

77. Bcbari DaniJJj. The Tdies oE Lidy dull a. 

Ly J* 

78. Bojldii i Kbydl. The Garden of Ima- 
gination, an hiftorical lomance, in eight vols. 

-LyJ- 


GS. The Ictteis A and B must be procured fiom Clnna 
If the letters A and B can be supplied, the work .11 be ines- 
timable. Mr Jitsingh s.'}s, no Chinese words begin uith A 
orB. 
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79* y^niay ul Hecayet A colIe6iion of 
tales. Written in the NiJIih chara6ler. 

Sir W. J. 

80. a. Shah Ndmeh. The heroick poem of 
Ferdoji. Lj J. 

So. b. Ditto. In four volumes. Sir W. J. 

81. a. Maf/iavi. A poem, by ydal iid Din^ * 
furnamed Rumi. Ly J. 

8 1 . h. Ditto. Six volumes. Sir W. J. 

8i. c ^Ditto. Firft book only. Ly J. 

8 1 , d. Ditto. A commentary on the firib 
book. Ly J. 

8 1 , e. Ditto. A commentary on the firft 
book. Ly J. 

8i. /. Ditto. A table of contents of the firft 
book. Ly J. 

80. a. I finished the leading of this^book a second time, 
November 3, 1787, Calcutta. W J 

81 a. By Mahommed.^ Jel’alu’ddm of Btilkh', called 
Rumiy because he settled m the lower Asia. W. J. 

So extraordinary a book as the Mesnavi was neverj- perhaps, 
composed by/inan. It abounds with beauties, and blemishes, 
equally great ; with gross obscenity, and pure ethicks ; with 
exquisite strams of poetry, and flat puerilities , with wit, and 
pleasantry, mixed with dull jests ; with ridicule on all esta- 
blished religions, and a vein of sublime piety . it is like a wild 
country m a fine climate overspread with rich flowers, and 
with the odour of beasts. I know of no writer, to whom 
the Maulavi can justly be compared, except Chaucer or 
Shahspeare. W. J, 
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82. a. Ciilyat i ^dnii. The works of the poet 
Jdmu SirW. J. 

82. h. Diiio. The mifcellancous poems of 

Ly J. ^ 

83. Tufuf XV a Zulcyca. A poem by Jdmi. 

LyJ. 

84. a. Ciilydi i Nizdmi. The works of the 
poet Ntzdmu Sir W. J. 

8a. b. Ditto. The five poems of Nizdmi. 

LyJ- 

85. Ciilydt i Juivdii. The works of the poet 
Anivdn. Sir W. J. 

85. Deivnn i Khofju. Tlie odes of Khofru. 

Sir W. J. 

87. Dcxvdn i Saih. The odes of Saib. 

Sir W. J, 

88. Dcivdn i Aiji. The odes of Aiji. 

Sir W. J. 

89. Dcxvdn i Cdjim. The odes of Ct/?;;/ LyJ. 

90. Dcxvdn i ydmi. The odes of ydmi. 

91. AJi/uy or, Ipak Ndmch. Secrets; or, 
the Hiflory of Love, a Poem. Ly J. 

92. Mifcellancous Poems. Chiefly by Arji. 
93 Mujma uz Zdya. On the Art of Poetiy. 

LyJ. 

94. Mckhzen i Afrdr. The Treafury of 
Secrets, a poem by Nizdmi, Ly J, 


SS. ]\Iaster-picce of Jami. 
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95. Dewdn i Cdtihi, A book of odes. Ly J. 

96. A Poem, by ydmi. (Imperfect.) Ly J. 

97. Mifcellaneous, profe and verfe. Ay ' Arji, 
and others. Sir W. J. 

98. Sharah i Khdjah Hdjiz. A coinmentaiy 
on the odes of Hdjiz. Ly J. 

99. Silfilai uz Zahih. The Chain of Gold, a 
Poem, by jdmi. Ly J. 

100. Pand Ndmah, Moral fentences, in 
verfe, by Farid ud Dm Attar. Ly J. 

101. Babardm and Gulanddm. A love tale, 
by Cdtdbi. Ly J. 

102. Farhang i yehdnghi. A didlionary of 
the Perlian language, by Jamdl ud Dm Hujam 
Anju. Complete. Ly J. 

103. The Grammatical IntroduBion to the Far- 
hang i Jehdngin. Ly J. 

1 04. Fowdyed i Ghaniyai A fliort treatife on 
Perfian and Hmdii grammar. Ly J. 

105. A diBtonary of the Perfian language. 
(No title). Ly J. 

106. Tohjit id Hind. A mifcellaneous trea- 

102 Many corrections of this valuable work, and many 
additions to it, maybe found in the Suajidlloghah, by Sna- 
jtiid'dm arzu , and in the Mujman' lloghah. 

106. By Mu za Khan. 

The book consists of an introduction, seven chapters, and 
a conclusion , the subject of which are The Hindu alphabet , 
prosody, rhyme, ihetonck, love, musick, women, physiognoniy, and 
a Hindu vocabulaiy. 
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tlfe on tlip literature, 6cc. of the Hindus. En- 
riched with marginal notes by Sir W. J. 

' 107. a, Sri Bhdgavat, A tianflation of No. 3. 

LyJ- 

107. h. Ditto. With drawings. Ly J. 

108. Ramdyana. A tranflation of No. 2. 

Ly, J. 

109. Anwdii Sohcih. A Perfian verfion of 
the Hitdpadefa, by Hufain Vaiz, furnamed 
CaJIoiJi, 

no. Ai 'mnaQiid. Tranflation of the 

Ly J- 

111. Siva Pm ana. Tranflation from the 
Sanfeut. LyJ. 

112. Rdga Darpana, A treatife on Hindu 
mufick. T ranflated from the Sanfci'it. Ly J, 

1 1 3. Pdnjdtaka. A treatife on Hindu mu- 
flek. Tranflated fiom the Sanfcrit, by Rofim 
Zamir ^ in the reign of Aurungzeh. Ly J. 

1 14. Hazdr Dhaipad. A treatife on vocal 
mufick according to the Hindus. Ly J. 

- 1 15. Shams nl df Wat. The Sun of Sounds. 
A tieatife on Hindu mufick. Ly J. 

1 1 6. Cejayet lit Talim. A treatife on afli'o- 
nomy, by Mahommed, fon of Mafawad Mahonv- 
med, Ly J. 

109. Amvan Soheih , by Husain Vaiz, surnamed Cushifi. 
Nizami, Fndausi, Maulavi, Hafiz, Khakani, Sadi, Saib, An- 
wari, Sohaili, ZafarNamah, Amvan, Kliosrau, Jnmi. 

All but Kbakam are m my possession. 
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1 17. Lozvaih ul Kama?\ A treatife on aftro- 
nomy. Ly J.^ 

118. Refalah Sharif ah, A treatife on aftro- 
nomy. Ly J. 

119. A treatife on aftronomy, ■with tables, in 
the NiJIih chara 61 er. Ly J, 

120. Sharah i Zij i Mer%a TJlagh Beg, A 
commentary on the tables of Ulagh Beg. Ly J. 

1 21. Sharah i Ehni Hay at. Acommentaiy 
on the fcience of aflronomy. Ly J. 

1 22. Mifcellaneous loofe flieets on aflronomy. 

Ly J. 

123. Tala Nameh & Sharah Tdia,' Two 
tieatifes on fortune-telling Ly J. 

1 24. Five trads on geometry. Ly J. 

125. Ferdye% i Mahommedi. 

1 26. Sharah i Biirdah. A commentary on the 
poems called Bw dab. Ly J. 

127. Mirdtid Mifdyeb i Mahommed Shdhi, 
Expbfitions of matters of faith and juiifpru- 
dence, compiled for the life of Mahommed Shdh. 

Ly J. 

128. Mirdt ulHakdyak. Ly J. 

129. Sharfiyah. A comment on the Sird^ 
jiyah of Alfdyad, tranflated from the Arabick, by 
Mahommed Kdfim. Ly J. 

129. Read four times with gi eat attention, Febiuarjr29j 
1793, w, 
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130. Forms of oaths held binding by the Hindus^ 
by All Ibiaham Khdn^ chief magiftiate at BenanSi 

Ly J- 

131. yama Abafi bn Maliomraedan duties^ 

LyJ. 

' 132. Tohjit id Monienain. A diclionary of 

natural hiftoiy. Ly J. 

133. Tarjanm i Ferny e% i Sirajiyah bd 
Fowdyed a Sharifiyah. A tianflation of two 
woiks in Arabick on Mahommedan duties. 

I'y J- 

134. Refillah i Mofazzel. A tianflation from, 
an Arabick trcatife by Mahommcd Baker. 

135. Kiidb id Biyua^ A law tra<Sl tranflated 
from the Arabick. I^y J. 

136 . Mfc ell ancons F? agments. 

ARABICK. 

137. a. Al Kndun. InRitutes of Mabom- 
medan law, by Abul Hafan A'hmed, of Bagdad ^ 
furnamed Al Kiidiiii, of wdiicb the Haddyah is a 
comment. Ly J. 

137. b. Ditto. Ly J. 

137. An abiidgment, or institutes of the law of contracts 5 
by Abul Hasan Ahmed of Bajdad, surnamed Alkudun, who 
died Y. H 428, Y C 1036. 

The Hedayah, by Burhanuddm Al Marghiani, who died 
Y.H 591 . Y C 1194, IS a commentary on this book, 
Marghman is in the district of Fiigliana. 
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138. Heddyah. A comment on Kuduitf 
hj Burhdnud Dm ul Marghindni. 

1 39. Faidvi Alemgin. Decifions collected by 
order of the Emperor Aiirimg%eh, Four vols. 

Ly J- 

140. Al Shanfiyah, A commentary on a law 
book, called Al Sardjiyah, by Say ad Sharif. 

Ly J. 

141. Ma%heliul Imam id Aa%em Aha HanifeK 
The religious dodlrines and opinions oi'AbiL 
Hanifeh. Ly J. 

142. Cajlocul. An Afiatick Mifcellany, by 
Biihd ud Dm al Aamili. Ly J. 

143. Sacarddn us Sidtdn. A treatife on va- 
rious myftical fubjedls, in feven chapters, by 
Shekh Ibn i Hajalah. Ly J. 

I ^ . Al Cdfiyab. A grammar of the ArabicL - 
language, by Ibn ul Hdjib, with a commentary 
by Mu/d ydnii. Ly J. 

145. a. Kdmus. A didionaiy of the Arabick 
language. Sir W. J. 

145. b. Ditto. Ly J. 

146. Al.Khuldfet. A grammar ofthe Arabick 
language. Ly J. 

147. Two treatifes on Arabick grammar. 

LyJ- 

140. Finished the third careful leading of this booh^ 
August 30, 1792. W. J. 
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148. A treaiife on Arabick grammar, 

■ . . 

149. A diSiiomry of the Arabick language 

Ly J- 

150. Elm i Hmdija. A treatife on geometry, 

by Bu All Sena. Ly J- 

1 5 1. A treatife on geometry, with tables. 

152. Al Miitdlah III Hafani, Propohtions in 
theology. Ly J. 

153. Hamafah. Ancient Arabian poems, col- 
le6ted by Ahu Tinmidm. Sir W. J. 

154. Al Motandhi. The poems of Ahu Taib, 
furnamed Al Motandhi . Sir W. J. 

155. Dewdni All. The poems of 

Sir W. J. 

. 156. Eexvdn ul A'Jhah. A book of poems. 

Sir W. J. 

153. This book was copied Abdullah oi Mecca from 
a manusciipt on transpaient paper traced zCOxfotdi from^ 
an estimable copy of the Hamasah^ which Pocock had brought 
from Aleppo, and on which he set a high value I gave 
ten guineas to the boy who traced it, and I value this 
book, at least, at twenty guineas. Yf. J November 26, 1788. 

154? I received this valuable manuscript by the hands of 
Mr. Howaid, to whose ca’'e it was intrusted in June, l774, 
at Venice, by Mr. Wortley Montague. It was a present from 
Abder.ehmrn Beg, who wrote the Arabick verses in this 
page, which are so flattering to me, that I can hardly tianslate 
them without blushing. W. J. October 2, 1794. 


^ Op in the original 
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157. Sharah i akdyad i Miild Sadudduh A 
commentary on the Akdyad^ hy Saduddin. 

i Sir W. J. 

158. Sharah ul Moalakdt A cohimeiitary 
on the Moalakdt, Ly J. 

159. Sharah id Mobdrak. Another commen- 
tary on the Moalakdt, Ly J. 

160. Kafdyed fahah moalakah. 'i'he poems 
of Ahmtdla 77 imis,^ moft elegantly written/ Ly J. 

1 61. Kafdyed ul Mufabba. Poems'. Ly J. 

162. Addhul Maluk. The manners of princes. 

LyJ- 

1 63. Behr ul Basil, Ly J. 

164. Taiful Khiyal Sir W. J. 

165. Moruj uz zeheb wa maaden ul Joher, 
An hiftorical and geographical work, by Abul 
Hajfan, furnamed Mafaudi. Sir W. J. 

166. Hariri. The moral difcourfes of Hizr/ri. 

Sir W. J. 

167. An Arabick manufcript traced on oil- 
paper. (Probably that mentioned in note to 

*53-) LyJ- - 

168. A new copy of a manufcript, in fheets 
(no name). Ly J. 

HINDOSTANI. 

169. Gulistan. Tranflated from the Per- 
fian. Sir W. J. 

\ 

169. Busteram Shalizadah, the assistant of the college of 
Sic’hs at Calcutta, was produced as a witness to ground a 
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1 70. A commentary on the Grunt* ha^ the re- 
ligious inhitution of the Sichs, in the Ndgan 
charader. Ly J- 

motion for commission to examine a woman of high, lank. 
The Grtmt'ha was not m court, but he read this book with 
ease, and said it was a religious work, containing extracts 
from the G? wifha. November 15. 

The Grunt’ha, a very thick 4to volume m this hand, was 
pi oduced, and the Stc^hs sworn by it. 


THE END. 
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